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GATHERING MUSIC  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty ELW #533 vs 1, 2, & 5 
1 Open now thy gates of beauty, Zion, let me enter there, 

where my soul in joyful duty waits for God who answers prayer. 
Oh, how blessed is this place, filled with solace, light, and grace! 

2 Gracious God, I come before thee; come thou also unto me; 
where we find thee and adore thee, there a heav'n on earth must be. 
To my heart, oh, enter thou, let it be thy temple now! 

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done indeed; 
may I undisturbed draw near thee while thou dost thy people feed. 
Here of life the fountain flows; here is balm for all our woes. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Pastor:  Reconciling God,  

All:  We confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We place our 
hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse 
your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have wel-
comed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in 
your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with You.  All:  And also with you 

Pastor: Let us pray, 
All:  O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by 
his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty  ELW #413 vs 1 & 4 
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

FIRST READING Romans 12:9-21 (NRSV) 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 26:1-8 
Reader: Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity, and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering. 

All: Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and mind. 

Reader: For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in faithfulness to you. 

All: I do not sit with the worthless, nor do I consort with hypocrites; I hate the company of evildoers, and will not 
sit with the wicked. 

Reader: I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, and 
telling all your wondrous deeds. 

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ 
words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to asso-
ciate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.  
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RESPONSIVE PSALM (CONT.) Psalm 26:1-8 
All: O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell, and the place where your glory 
abides. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28 (NRSV) 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  All: Praise be to Christ.  

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS & LEARNING DEVICES 

SERMON Pastor Lauryl Ivers 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Jesus, I Have Promised  ELW #810 
1 O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 

remain forever near me, my master and my friend. 
I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 

2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ever near. 
I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear. 
My foes are ever near me, around me and within; 
but, Jesus, then draw nearer to shield my soul from sin. 

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still 
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will. 
Now speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 
now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul. 

4 O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you 
that where you are in glory your servant shall be too. 
And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend. 

STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostle’s Creed 

SHARING OF PEACE & OFFERING GRATITUDE 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

PRAYER’S OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing ELW #545 
1 Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

let us each, your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. 
Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, trav'ling through this wilderness. 

2 Thanks we give and adoration for your gospel's joyful sound. 
May the fruits of your salvation in our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful to your truth may we be found. 

3 Savior, when your love shall call us from our struggling pilgrim way, 
let no fear of death appall us, glad your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever reign with you in endless day. 

SENDING 
Pastor:  Go in the power of the Holy Spirit.  All:  Thanks be to God. 

Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored in honor of  David & Carol 
Moe’s 51st Wedding Anniversary today August 30th. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
RSVP FOR WORSHIP—We ask that anyone planning to attend the 10:30 outdoor worship service on Sunday mornings RSVP via the 
link at firstlutheranchurch.com.  This will help us ensure we have space for everyone planning to attend.  

FLC CHURCH OFFICE TO REMAIN CLOSED—The FLC office will remain closed for the time being.  If you are in need of assistance 
from the office staff or need to enter the church for any reason, call and leave a message and  the staff will get back to you ASAP.  

EXTENDED OUTDOOR WORSHP SCHEDULE—It has been decided to continue the outdoor worship services through the month of 
September.  Starting on Sunday, September 6th, the outdoor worship service will begin at 10:45 AM and will continue to begin at 
this time for the entire month of September. 

LET'S SUPPORT FMSC IN THIS TIME OF NEED! FMSC has announced the cancellation of all planned events through September due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. It is the best way to ensure the safety of its workers and the safety of its volunteers.  This means that 
the mobile pack planned for September in Detroit Lakes is cancelled. With this news, we ask that you keep FMSC and its mission in 
your prayers. The need has not gone away and in fact is even greater. With that being said, let’s mobilize our faith community to 
raise money to help support the FMSC mission. With a donation of $1,866, we can pack a virtual pallet, which is 7,464 meals and 
can feed 22 children for a year. Let’s make it our mission to help FMSC continue to feed those who count on them. If you would 
like to donate, please make your check out to FLC and put FMSC in the memo line.  Donations can be mailed to First Lutheran 
Church, 912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501. 

FLC FOUNDATION TO MATCH DONATIONS— All donations made to Feed My Starving Children, Churches United for the Homeless, 
the Becker County Food Pantry and FLC's Agape Fund will receive matching funds of up to $10,000 total between now and year 
end from the FLC Foundation.  If you would like to donate to one of these organizations and have them receive the fund match, 
please make the check out to First Lutheran Church and indicate in the memo which organization you'd like the funds to go.  You 
can also donate via the website by following the link below.  Here you can also use the drop down menu to select the group you 
would like to direct your donation to. Let's join together to make donations and help these organization do God's Work.  

LAKER PREP JOBS AVAILABLE—Looking for a fun and rewarding work environment?  Laker Prep Preschool is partnering with First 
Lutheran Church to open a two-three years old classroom this fall, located at First Lutheran Church!  We are looking for energetic, 
creative, and hard-working individuals to work collaboratively to support and teach our young learners!  Laker Prep will be provid-
ing training, along with daily operational and job support, while First Lutheran supplies the unique and vast learning and play areas 
within the church property, along with access to nearby activities.  Must pass a background study, along with qualifying education 
and experience, or be willing to grow in this profession.  Full time position preferred.  Wage based on experience and qualifica-
tions.  Call Mary at 218-844-5600 or lakerpreppreschool@gmail.com for inquiries or application! 

ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM- With heating season upon us, Greater Minnesota Gas, Inc. would like to remind residential 
homeowners or renters of the Energy Assistance Program (EAP). This federally-funded program helps pay for home heating costs 
and furnace repairs for income qualified households. Applications must be received or postmaked by May 31, 2021 to be pro-
cessed for benefits for the 2020-2021 program year. More information is available online at https://www.mahube.org/services/
energy-programs/energy-assistance/. 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR INSTALLATION—Pastor Lauryl Ivers will be installed as the Associate Pastor of First Lutheran Church on Sun-
day, September 20 at the 10:45 Worship Service.  We are so excited to have Pastor Lauryl continue on our faith journey with us 
here at FLC. 

Welcome Visitor! 
Date of Visit: ______________  

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________  

 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: __________________________________  Email: _______________________________________  

I am a guest of: ___________________________  I am a member of: ____________________________  

□ First Time Visitor □ I would like to be contacted by a pastor □ I am interested in becoming a member 

Today is a very special day!   
Pastor Lauryl is celebrating her birthday!   

Happy Birthday Pastor Lauryl!  


