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April Highlights 

Maundy Thursday Thursday, April 1st 

Good Friday Friday, April 2nd 

Easter Sunday Sunday, April 4th 

Church Office Closed Monday, April 5th 

Healing Service Sunday, April 25th 

Maundy Thursday 
12:05 PM & 6:00 PM 

In-Person & Live Streamed Worship Services  
(The in-person worship service at 6 PM will be reserved for  

those receiving their 1st Communion and their families.) 

7:30 PM 
Drive-Up Communion in the FLC Parking Lot 

Good Friday 
12:05 PM & 6:00 PM 

In-Person & Live Streamed Worship Services 

Easter Sunday 
7:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

In-Person & Live Streamed Worship Services 

10:00 AM 
Drive-Up Communion in the FLC Parking Lot 

You will need to RSVP to all in-person worship services you plan to attend.   
You can RSVP via the weekly emails or by calling the church office. 

For the safety of yourself and those around you we strongly  
recommend that those attending double-mask.  

Holy Week & Easter Worship Services 

Thursday, April 1 
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There are some things that our children say where we constantly correct them so that they can work on their proper 
pronunciation. Sometimes Holden says “dory” instead of story. Words like that we are constantly, gently correcting so 
that he can continue to develop his speech. 

But…there are some things he says right now that are just too cute and wholesome that I don’t have the heart to cor-
rect him. I want the way he says certain things to last a little longer as I try to grasp onto the fleeting years of his early 
childhood. 

Now, here’s a little story behind one of those wonderful mispronunciations from Holden: 

We recently set up an annual family membership to the Detroit Lakes Community and Cultural Center. Of course, like 
for most, we refer to it around our house as the ‘Community Center.’  

We have been going as much as possible, especially during the late winter and early spring cold snaps. We often go on 
my day off (Friday), and the kids have an absolute blast. They play with other kids, they see and talk to other adults, 
they play hard, fast, and freely!  

I would normally speak of this as just another routine activity, but I really want to emphasize how deeply meaningful 
this has been for our kids since we have moved to DL. So much of our new town has been inaccessible due to Covid. 
The last nine months have really only consisted of experiences at daycare and our home, and maybe the occasional 
trips to grammy and papa’s, the church, and the grocery store. That truly sums up their life here so far. To be sure, we 
are so grateful for what we have been able to experience, but the limitations have been a struggle.  

Then came access to the Community Center, and for the first time, our children are experiencing their community in 
new dimensions and in interactive ways. Whenever they go, they are meeting and seeing new people. They are wit-
nessing collective activity. They feel a sense of ownership over their favorite corners and slides of ‘The Backyard’ climb-
ing area. They are feeling a sense of joyful belonging and possibility. Our new town has not felt much like home, yet, 
but I am witnessing that sense of home grow within my children through this experience at the Community Center. It’s 
a sign for them that there truly is life here – life around them and life for them. 

I wish I could adequately explain to you how exciting, powerful, and lifegiving this has been. I mean, look at the things 
I’ve named with regard to their experiences at the Community Center: relationship, ownership, community, feelings of 
home, joy, freedom, belonging, new life. It marks a critical turning point here.  

And do you know how Holden mispronounces Community Center? In the sweetest little two-year-old voice, he refers 
to it as…the Communion Center. 

The Communion Center. 

It’s beautiful. I don’t want to correct him because I want to savor this cuteness for as long as possible, and I don’t want 
to correct him because… he’s not wrong! Has his experience there not been a reflection of the promise and practice of 
Holy Communion? Is this not what Holy Communion is – is it not gathered community? Is it not belonging? Is it not a 
sense of home? Is it not a sign and experience of freedom? Is it not a hopeful experience of new life? 

Indeed, it is. 

Holden knows what Communion at church is, and calling the Community Center the Communion Center is not an obvi-
ous mix-up for him; rather, it makes natural sense. Places like the Community Center have been for Holden a sacra-
mental experience, an experience of God’s presence, of God’s people, and of the promise of new and abundant life. 

For so long we have all been missing the sacramental, lifegiving nature of community, and my friends, brighter days are 
ahead. New life is on the horizon: community and communion. This is our hope, and a perfect reflection of the ever-
lasting Easter promise: new life. 

Happy Easter, everyone, and be sure to say hi to us if you see us at the Communion Center! 

Pr. Joe 

Update from Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo 
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THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY  

OF VISITATION 

Pr. Lauryl Ivers 
 

What family does not have disconnected members?  How can we re-
connect in a meaningful relationship again?  Visitation Ministry is a 
vital, integrated part of the life of the whole church.  It is the 
heart of the congregation extending out to those who cannot – because of hurt or sickness or distance or 
physical limitations or incarceration… or any other reason that has caused a separation from the church 
family – be physically, emotionally or spiritual present with/in the family of God.  Visitation Ministry is a 
means of connecting God’s family and staying connected in whatever they are going through, assuring them 
they have a home with us, a place and community where they belong, and a God whom they can know and 
trust, now and forever.   

Visitation Ministry is where people learn how to share the love and grace of God in new ways – in people’s 
homes and hospital rooms, nursing homes and jails, shelters and online visits, and in letters of care.   In Visit-
ation Ministry people offer a friendly visit of listening and prayer, and also learn to speak Jesus’ special lan-
guage of lament, hope, faith and promise to those who may be grieving, hopeless, lonely, faithless and 
suffering in physical or spiritual ways. Often the person visiting finds that they themselves are the recipients 
of great blessings in the relationship.  

Visitation Ministry is not the domain of one or more pastors or staff, it is owned and served by the whole 
church community as the community extends its compassion, prayer and service when people need a spe-
cial connection in order to heal, to reconcile, to find peace, to step out of isolation, to know grace, to cele-
brate, and to fall in love again with Jesus and his people.   Visitation Ministry is a multi-generational ministry 
fully integrating the whole church – it’s part of the preaching, teaching, Bible study, mission, music, youth, 
young adult, senior adult, evangelism, stewardship, fellowship and community outreach aspects of the 
church. 

Visitation Ministry offers and continues to offer the balm of healing and the joy of wholeness – connecting 
us throughout our sacred journeys in this life, and preparing us to walk with each other to the next. 

If you would like to learn more about First Lutheran Church’s Visitation and Prayer ministries, please contact 
Pastor Lauryl or Parish Nurse Denise. 

I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me…. (Matthew 25:36b) 

LauryL’s word 
Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor 

PARKING LOT COMMUNION SERVICES  

Drive-Up Holy Communion opportunities will be continuing in April.  
Drive-Up Holy Communion is offered at 10:00 AM on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 

month. Please RSVP via the weekly update or by contacting the church office.  

Volunteers Needed.  Parking Lot Communion Assistants are needed to distribute communion to cars. The time com-
mitment would be about 30 minutes. Please sign up to help by emailing Mackenzie at flc@firstlutheranchurch.com. 
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Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

LET’S FILL THE PAK AND PLAY FOR EMMA AND HER NEW BABY!–A Pak and Play will be 
outside the office door from April 18 – 25.  We hope to fill it with baby and family needs 
for Emma and Tanner as they get ready to welcome baby #2.  If the doors are locked, 
you can buzz the monitor on the left of the door and the office will let you in.  We, at 
First, appreciate you so much Emma. 

CURRENT EMERGENCY SHELTER NEEDS:   

• Men’s Tennis Shoes Sizes: 10, & 10.5 

• Jeans Sizes: 34x30, 32x32, & 30x31 

• Shirts sizes: Medium, Large & 2XL 

• Coat: 2XL 

• Boxers: Large 

• Overalls Sizes (for a new job): Large or Medium 

• Bicycles 

• Twin Bed and Twin Bedding 

• Household items including furniture.  

Smaller items can be dropped off in the bin outside of the church parking lot doors.  If you have large items 
and need to make arrangements for dropoff/pickup, please contact the church office. 

VOLUNTEERS:  With the church slowly starting to reopen, we will be looking for more 
volunteers.  Volunteer signups will be included in the weekly updates. You can also 
find out about volunteer opportunities from Mackenzie in the church office.   

We are excited to announce the reopening of the First Lutheran Church 
office.  For the safety of our staff, the church daycare children, and those uti-
lizing the church as a shelter, the church doors will now remain locked at all 
times.  We have installed a new security system to the church doors, which 
allows staff to be alerted to visitors and then grant them access to the build-
ing.   The office is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM until 
Memorial Day; and then from Memorial Day to Labor Day, the office hours 
are Monday through Thursday from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM and Friday 8:30 AM 

to Noon. Please note that the church office will not be regularly staffed on Sundays or during any worship 
hours out of reverence for the Sabbath and worship.   

Happy Easter! 
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GIVEN BY: ................................................ IN MEMORY OF: 

Angie Barnack & Family ........................... David Barnack 
Dean & Sue Berg......................................... D.A. Berg, Ron & Helen Fasteen 
Larry & Adrienne Buboltz ........................ Elmer & Alice Strand & Dorothy Buboltz  
Grace Dunham & Family .......................... Emil Dunham  
Haverkamp Family ..................................... Ervin Haverkamp & Pearl & Art Johnson 
Lauryl Ivers ................................................... Dr. & Mrs. Robert Ivers 
Dave, Kris & Dan Johnson ........................ Janice Johnson  
Tom & Joyce Klyve ..................................... Art & Shirley Mahler 
Linda Kohler ................................................. Don Lynch 
Pat Magnusson ........................................... Charles Magnusson 
Henrietta Malchow .................................... Karl Malchow  

GIVEN BY: IN HONOR OF: 

Cliff & Jan Adkins ........................................ Our Grandchildren 
Dean & Sue Berg......................................... Our family & grandchildren 
Fern Brown  .................................................. My family 
Family ............................................................. LeRoy & Mickey Berg and Julie Burhans  
Larry & Adrienne Buboltz ........................ Our families  
Tom & Joyce Klyve ..................................... Our children & grandchildren 
Sonja Lillquist............................................... Kevin & Keith and their families 
Dave & Beve Melgaard ............................. Our grandsons: Kaden, Camden & Caysen Altobell; Torben & Embrik Melgaard 

Easter Flowers 2020 & 2021 

2021 
Thank you for your generosity and this  

lovely garden of Easter Flowers! 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
Flowers can be picked up  

after the 11:00 AM service on  
Easter Sunday & before Sunday, April 11. 

GIVEN BY: IN MEMORY OF: 

Cliff & Jan Adkins ........................................ Our Parents 
Angie Barnack & Family ........................... Dave Barnack  
Dean & Sue Berg ........................................ Our loved ones 
Larry & Adrienne Buboltz ........................ Elmer & Alice Strand & Stanley & Dorothy Buboltz  
Jim & Cathy Buchholz ............................... Jan & Brian Johnson 
Grace Dunham & Family .......................... Emil Dunham 
Marilyn Hedstrom ...................................... Husband Ray—Children Ruth & John 
Emery & Ann Jahnke ................................. Our two sons Michael & Paul and our Grandson Joshua 
The Jernberg Family .................................. Marilyn Jernberg 
Betty Johnston ............................................ Lyle C. Johnston 
Kay N. Larson ............................................... C. Leroy Larson 
Henrietta Malchow & Family ................. Karl Malchow & Louis Malchow 
Madalyn Sukke ............................................ My Children & Grandchildren 
Jodi Wheeler & Family ............................. Roger W. Wheeler 

GIVEN BY: ................................................ IN HONOR OF: 
Sue Christensen .......................................... Our Family and Friends 
Dean & Sue Berg ........................................ Our family 
Fern Brown  ................................................. FLC Staff & Pastors 
Larry & Adrienne Buboltz ........................ Our Family  
Marilyn Hedstrom ...................................... My children & their spouses 
Lauryl Ivers ................................................... Ben Price 
Terry & Sandi Kemmer ............................. Our children & grandchildren 
Shan & Rick Manke .................................... Our Grandchildren, Great Grandma Manke 
Susie Reitmeier ........................................... My mother Joyce Reitmeier 
Madalyn Sukke ............................................ Paul Sukke, Dorothy & Ray Conger, Kelly Heyer 

2020 
Thank you to those  

who donated last year!   
Last year we were unable  
to share the memorials so 
please see them to the left. 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/people/AC19987028
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Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Instruction:  Go Get Vaccinated 
I have been a nurse for about 40 years.  During those forty years I have worked in many different areas such 
as floor nursing, staff education, newborn nursery, and geriatrics. All these areas involved teaching patients 
how to care for themselves.  As nurses we are taught the information needed to give to the patient.  A couple 
examples of what patients are taught are as follows.  A patient who was just diagnosed with a rapid heart rate 
is instructed on why a new medication that has been prescribed for them is necessary and how it should be 
taken.  Another patient who is diabetic and has an open sore on their foot that is not healing is shown how to 
take care of the sore.  With both examples, if the patient does not follow instructions, it could lead to a seri-
ous outcome such as a heart attack, an amputation, or even death.   

So, now here we are, starting the second year of a pandemic and what do the above examples have to do with 
Covid-19?  Let me explain.  I have tried to stay current on information regarding Covid-19.  I get the infor-
mation from the CDC, MN Department of Health, and an epidemiologist that I listen to each week.  I try to 
share a lot of this information with all of you as I learn it.  Based on this information I feel the vaccines that 
are available to us for Covid-19 are safe for most of us to receive.  There are now 3 different vaccines availa-
ble.  We are instructed to take the first vaccine offered to us.  So, my instruction to all of you, and my hope, 
is that you all will eventually get the vaccine.  I recently read a couple articles on Smallpox (I have that vaccine 
scar on my arm).  Smallpox was around for thousands of years and it killed hundreds of millions of people.  Be-
cause of the smallpox vaccine the disease was eradicated.   

We can beat Covid-19 if we get vaccinated!  If we get vaccinated, we can visit friends and family.  We can have 
family reunions, large weddings, and large funerals, go out to eat, travel anywhere in the world, hug anyone (or 
everyone), have fellowship, open churches, and have full pews in worship. We can do all of this and more if we 
get vaccinated.   

Please go get vaccinated!    

FLC Blood Drive May 2, 2021 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
Vitalant Blood Mobile will be in FLC Parking Lot on 5/2/2021.   

Please call Denise for an appointment or visit vitalant.org.  First time donors also welcome!   
Watch for more information regarding the blood drive coming soon.   

Walk With Ease      

Walk With Ease is a walking program to encourage people to start walking and stay active. Walk With Ease is de-
signed to be a safe, relaxing, and enjoyable way for people to develop and sustain a personal plan to make walking 
part of their everyday life. The benefits include increased balance, strength and walking pace, building confidence 
to be physically active and improve overall health, and reduce pain and discomfort from arthritis.  This program is 
designed for people with arthritis and people who want to get more physical activity. The program is promoted by 
the Arthritis Foundation and the MN Department of Health.  It is for everyone!  Please notify Denise at 847-5656 
or denise@firstlutheranchurch.com if you are interested.  The sessions will start the week of May 17th.  It will be a 
hybrid type class.  We will try to walk together at least once a week and other times just check in by email or 
phone.  There is a Walk With Ease guidebook with excellent information and tools to help you along the way.  I will 
need to order the books by May 1st so that you have them before the first session.  There is no cost to you for the 
book. This will be a fun and safe way for us to gather and also to get exercise!  I can’t wait to get moving again 
after this past winter and I hope that you will join me!    -Denise 

mailto:denise@firstlutheranchurch.com
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By, Emma Duncan 

REMINDER:  NO Sunday School on Easter, April 4th. 
We will continue to rotate "in person" weeks for both Sunday and Wednesday school! 
There will be no Sunday/Wednesday School in May. The last classes are all taking 
place in April. 

Please send in Mother's Day Videos to Emma! We would love to hear 
from our kids, wishing their Mother's a Happy Mother's Day as well as 
something that they love about their mamas! Email them to Emma 
at emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Congratulations to our 5th Graders who received their First 

Communion on Maundy Thursday! We are proud of the time 

and effort they have put in to learning about communion and 

the true meaning of why we take it! 

5th Graders who received their First Communion: 

I hope all of our amazing FLC families have a  
spectacular Easter, and are able to join us 

for worship either in person or online! 

 Sophie Burnside 

 Sophie Christianson 

 Ava Fradenburgh 

 Jaze Horner 

 Kaiya Klotz 

 Connor Malecka 

 Ava Marchus 

 Greta Pender 

 Justin Sliper 

 Alex Thompson 

 Jeffrey Thunstrom 



 8 

 

Dear FLC Congregation, 

I write this letter with a heavy heart as I’ve really enjoyed being your Youth Director at First Lutheran Church. The rela-
tionships I formed with the youth, families, and all of you has meant the world to me. But other opportunities have 
come up, so I will be leaving my position sooner than anticipated. My last day as the Youth Director at FLC will be 
Wednesday, March 31st. 

Although I am sad to be leaving, I am very excited to see our children and youth programs grow in the new Youth and 
Family Ministry led by Emma. Lots of planning and hard work has gone into piecing it together, and I can’t wait to see 
everything in action. Even though I am leaving, I will continue to pray for everyone at FLC and hope to be a frequent 
visitor! 

First Lutheran Church and all of you hold a special place in my heart and I cherish all of the great memories from these 
last 5 years. Thank you all for your love and support throughout my time as the Director of Youth Ministry at First Lu-
theran. 

Blessings, 
Maddie Hanson, Director of Youth Ministry 

By, Emma Duncan 
Lead By, Maddie Hanson 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES—We will be continuing our in-person rotation schedule with the youth attending Confirma-
tion class every other week. But starting in April, we will no longer be holding Zoom Confirmation classes. We instead 
encourage the youth to watch or join one of our worship services on the weeks that they aren’t in person. Please see 
the in-person schedules below!  

6th & 7th Grade (in person) 

Wednesday, April 7th 

Wednesday, April 21st 

8th & 9th Grade (in person) 

Wednesday, April 14th  

Wednesday, April 28th  

Sunday Youth (in person) 

Sunday, April 11th 

Sunday, April 25th   

If you have any questions or concerns about this change in the Confirmation schedule, please contact Pastor 
Lauryl. 

SENIOR BLANKETS—We have a group of 18 seniors from FLC preparing for graduation this spring 
and we are looking for people in our congregation to help make tie-blankets for them! If you would 
like to sign up to make a blanket for one of our seniors, please contact Pastor Lauryl, Emma or the 
church office. A list of the 2021 FLC seniors can be found below. 

There will be no Confirmation classes on Wednesday, March 31st or Sunday, April 4th 

John Bergum 

Ryan Bergum 

McKenna Burhans 

Sammy Collins 

Kynna Erickson 

Dawson Fagerlie 

Jake Green  

Levi Gross 

Mason Hamar 

Jack Hines 

Jordyn Johnson 

Connor Opsahl 

Kaitlyn Peterson 

Gretta Schulberg 

Hayden Thilmony 

Emilia Turner 

Laken Weaver 

Caleb Wolf 

SENIOR PHOTOS—FLC graduating seniors please send in a senior photo for us to use.  Please drop them off in the 
church office or mail them to 912 Lake Ave., Detroit Lakes, MN 56501.  Please have your photos to Emma by May 1st. 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

As you all know it was over a year ago that First Lutheran Church had to close their doors and stop all 
events and activities.  We have slowly been starting to gather for these events and activities again.  At 
our Restart Team meeting on March 22nd, after much discussion and consultation with recently updated 
public health guidelines, the team agreed to take further steps towards more events opening within the 
church.  As always, we are following the requirements of the CDC, MN Department of Health, and the 
NW Synod of the ELCA.  We are excited to announce the following changes:      

• Children’s & Youth Ministries:  

Activities have been underway since mid-February and early March, and are going very well.   

• TWO In-Person Sunday Services:  

Starting Sunday, April 11th, both the 8:30 AM and the 10:45 AM services will be in person.  Reserving a 
seat by RSVP will continue to be required due to the CDC and MDH requirement of physical distancing.  
A thorough cleaning of the sanctuary and all touched surfaces will be done between services.   

• Live Music at In-Person Services:  

Due to recently lifted requirements from MDH, there will now be live music performed at each service! 
However, the recommendation of no congregational singing continues.  Nevertheless, we are eager to 
have the Worship Team back! 

• A Plan for Resuming In-person Meetings:  

Small group ministries, circle groups, committees, and other events were also discussed at our recent 
meeting.  The most significant challenges here are the spatial limitations (especially with the cleaning 
and sanitation that is required after each use) and calendar conflicts. The Restart Team determined that 
after Youth and Children’s activities end in early May, the staff will evaluate space, calendar time, and 
group requests and will work hard to meet the demands of our multiple ministries while also maintain-
ing a safe and low risk environment for gatherings. We hope to have small group ministries and teams 
meeting again in May or June.  

• Open Office:  

The Restart team agreed with the decision made by FLC staff to have the church office open to the pub-
lic during office hours.  Please note that there is a new security system in place for the purpose of keep-
ing staff and Kids First children safe (to be sure, these safety concerns long precede Covid, and FLC staff 
members are thankful that it is now in place). The system is quite user-friendly. There is a button pad 
next to the entry, and when pressed it dials the office and a staff member can remotely let you in. 

We are excited to be taking more steps towards reopening FLC!  These may seem like baby steps, but 
we are thankful that these are steps forward.  We thank you, our congregation, for your continued 
prayers and grace as we make these difficult decisions to safely resume worship and activities at FLC.   

On behalf of the Restart Team, 
With prayer, Pastor Joe and Denise, Parish Nurse 
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The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church—Written by Norma Smith 

Greetings to all! 

April is an exciting month when the dusty brown earth comes alive!  The grass 
starts turning green, the trees begin to bud, and the birds return to start new fam-
ilies.  We celebrate Easter which reminds us of new life—eternal life. 

We have been patient with this pandemic for so long, but the message is be pa-
tient just a little longer!  The Synod is not planning any spring gatherings, but 
hope to plan gatherings in the fall.  However, the good news is there will be 
LWR pick ups in Fargo May 10-14 and Wadena June 7-11 during business 
hours.  We will wait for the okay to come to church to assemble the school kits 
and put together quilts. 

Even though Circles have not been meeting in person they are being asked to send offerings to the Synod 
Treasurer.  Our giving comes back to us in the form of resources, publications and support for staff which has 
been significantly reduced.  The Synod treasurer is Terry Pipho, 323 49th Ave SW Moorhead, MN 56560. 

I hope many of you are getting the COVID vaccine.  I have had both of mine, but am still wearing a mask. 

May God bless each of you!  Enjoy the exciting things that happen in spring. -Norma Smith 

In Memory of: Vern Seal  
Given by:  Ardys Horner 
 

RADIO  FUND 

In Memory of: Vern Seal 
Given by:  Fern Brown 

Given by:  Marlys Douglas 

In Memory of: Marilyn Jernberg 
Given by:  Charlene Jernerg 

Given by:  Bob Jernberg 

In Memory of: Jerry Kalvik  
Given by:  Patti Cummins 

In Memory of: Virgil & Elsie Cummins 

Given by:  Patti Cummins 
 

SOUND & TECH FUND 

In Memory of: Vern Seal 
Given by:  Dave & Beve Melgaard 
 

YOUTH  FUND 

In Memory of: Vern Seal  
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

In Memory of: Ardean Svenby  
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

AGAPE FUND 

In Memory of: Marilyn Jernberg  
Given by:  Merrill & Jan Olson 

Given by:  Jim & Linda Doyle 

Given by:  Mary Louks 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY FUND 

In Memory of: Marci Grip  
Given by:  Karen & Cliff Bimberg 
 

GENERAL  FUND 

In Memory of: Marilyn Jernberg  
Given by:  Jim & Diane McCormack 
 

KITCHEN FUND 

In Memory of: Walt Christianson’s 85th Birthday  
Given by:  Sue Christensen 

In Memory of: Angie Cameron  
Given by:  Ardys Horner 

In Memory of: Don Hukee  
Given by:  Fern Brown 

In Memory of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Ardys Horner 

FLC acknowledges with grateful appreciation these  
memorials which have been received this past month. 
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Reflecting on FLC’s Covenant to Care for Creation 

First Lutheran Church’s Covenant to Care for Creation  

God's mercy and grace sets us free from having to do the work of our own salvation, and therefore frees us to 
focus on the wellbeing of our neighbor. As we make a “covenant” to care for creation, we do so upon the cov-
enant of love and grace that God has already made with us.  

As a congregation committed to care for creation, we affirm God’s creation in all its glory and beauty. We 
acknowledge God as the source of all things. We acknowledge Christ as the redeemer of all things. We 
acknowledge the Spirit as the sustainer of all things. As a result, we strive to respect all of life as sacred. We 
accept our vocation as Earth-keepers who care for creation. We accept our responsibility to live justly in rela-
tion to our fellow human beings in ways that all creatures may mutually thrive together.    

Worship: We seek to worship throughout the year so that we express our gratitude and praise to God as crea-
tor, redeemer, and sustainer. We are committed to glorify God intentionally together with all creation. In 
worship, we will celebrate creation, confess our sins against creation, grieve the losses of creation, and com-
mit ourselves to care for Earth.   

Education: We seek to learn about the biblical, theological, and ecclesial traditions concerning creation, in-
cluding the biblical mandate from God for us to care for Earth. We also seek to learn about the present degra-
dations of creation due to human activity, how these degradations are related to human exploitation and op-
pression, how we as religious people are implicated in these matters, and what we as Christians can do to 
heal and restore creation for future generations.     

Building and Grounds: We agree to assess the impact that our activities and the use and maintenance of our 
property may have upon creation—in such matters as energy and water use, cleaning products, lawn care, 
paper use, food choices, recycling and waste, and transportation. We will strive to make choices that lessen 
our negative impact on Earth and that serve to renew and restore Earth community.    

Discipleship at Home and Work: We encourage ourselves as individual members of this congregation—at 
whatever age, economic level, ethnic group, or walk of life—to care for creation in our personal lifestyle, in 
our homes, and at our work—knowing that our habits and practices can contribute significantly to care for 
creation. We seek to foster a closer relationship with nature so that we can live simply and walk lightly upon 
Earth.    

Public Ministry: We seek to change the systems that foster the degradation of creation and to rectify the in-
justices that result from it. And we seek to alert our members to environmental legislation that protects crea-
tion and to encourage their active participation in the development of public policy. We encourage members 
to engage in civic activities that foster ecological health.    

Because we desire to leave Earth a better place for our children, we will promote love and respect for crea-
tion among our youth, teach them responsible Earth practices, and engage them in projects that restore crea-
tion. We will pursue this mission in a grace-filled manner, seeking to find hope and joy in the commitments 
and sacrifices these provisions may entail and in the restorations they engender. We seek to let our care for 
creation be known to others.   

Signed by ______________________________________________ on (Date) ________________ 

Liaison with LRC*:  _____________________________   (*Lutherans Restoring Creation) 

First Lutheran Church's Vision Council February 23, 2021 

Gary Goreham & William Henke  
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Update From Trinity Hope 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.  

 

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 ⚫  admin@trinityhope.org  ⚫ (615) 394-4950  

Web Page:  www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook:  trinityhopehaiti 

 

“An Empty Stomach Has No Ears” 
By Denise Gudlin 

Jesus said in Matthew 9:37, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.”  How true that is in the country of Haiti, 
where voodoo is sanctioned as a national religion and more than 50% of the general population 
worships Satan through voodoo rituals.  To advance God’s Kingdom, the country desperately 
needs to train up more “workers” in the local Christian churches.  There are currently thousands 
of children attending Christian schools throughout the country.  When effectively trained, these 
children become the little missionaries God calls them to be, going home and teaching their 
families what they learned about Jesus Christ in school. However, there is a well-known phrase 
in Haiti that says, “An empty stomach has no ears!”. Think about that for a minute. Can you 
imagine being SO hungry that you literally cannot retain anything you are taught?  One twelve-
year-old girl explained how she lost her sight due to having nothing to eat for several days. 
Fortunately, after receiving desperately needed nutrition, her eyesight returned. This is real-life 
in Haiti and Trinity HOPE is helping solve this terrible challenge. 

Trinity HOPE is a mission ministry, started in 1999, that partners with Christian schools to share the love of Jesus with 
the children of Haiti one meal at a time. We are tremendously blessed to be able to add an additional 12,000 children, 
teachers, and cooks to the feeding programs throughout the country this school year.  Through God’s grace, we are 
now serving over 42,000 meals each school day to these hungry children in over 200 Christian schools throughout the 
country. That is over 7,500,000 meals per year!  Beyond receiving a nutritious noon meal each day to sustain their life, 
each child is now also better equipped to hear and retain the 
Gospel message their teachers and pastors are sharing with 
them at school.  Feeding a child for a day is absolutely critical, 
but feeding a child the True Bread of Life that gives them eternal 
life in Heaven with Jesus is the real goal.  That is exactly why 
every school Trinity HOPE feeds is required to be a Christian 
school.  If you would like to learn more about Trinity HOPE, 
please visit our website at www.trinityhope.org, or call us at 615
-394-4950.  Help us prepare the young missionaries in Haiti to 
bring more to the Kingdom of God!  We thank and praise God 
for allowing these additional children to now be part of our 
programs and for your continued support of Trinity HOPE. 

http://www.trinityhope.org
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April 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 
Palm Sunday 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Sunday School, Rec Rm 
  9:45a  Confirmation Class, Zoom 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

29 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

30 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA (Chapel) 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

31 
 

  No Faith Formation (Holy Week) 
   
  6:30a  Men’s Bible Study, Hol. In 
11:00a  Worship Planning 

1 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

  7:30a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
12:05p  Worship Service 
  6:00p  Worship Service 
  7:30p  Drive Up Communion 

    

2 
 

Good Friday 
 

 12:00p  AA, TBD 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 
 12:05p  Worship Service 
   6:00p  Worship Service 

3 

4 
 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
No Faith Formation 

  7:00a  Easter Worship Serv. 
10:00a  Drive Thru Communion 
11:00a  Easter Worship Service 

5 
 

  Church Office 
Closed 

 

5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

6 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA (Chapel) 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 
  7:00p  CM Team Mtg, DH 

7 
 

  6:30p  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol Inn. 
  5:00p  Personnel Team Mtg 
  6:45p  6th & 7th Grade Conf  
             (in person) 
  6:45p  Wednesday School 
  7:45p  8th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grade Conf, Zoom 

8 
 

  7:30a  Women’s Bible St, Libr 
11:00a  Worship Planning Com 

9 
 

 12:00p  AA, Chapel 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

10 

11 
 

Sunday Schedule 
Baptism 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wrship 
  9:30a  Sunday School, Rec Rm 
  9:30a  Sunday In-Person Conf 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

 

12 
 

 5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

  

13 
 

   9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA (Chapel) 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
   6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

14 
 

6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. Inn. 
6:45p  6th & 7th Grade Conf, Zoom   
6:45p  8th & 9th Grade Conf. 
            (in-person) 
6:45p  Wednesday School 

15 
 

  7:30a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 
12:00p  Exec. Council, Library 

  

16 
 

 12:00p  AA, Chapel 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

17 
 
 

18 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Sunday School, Rec Rm 
  9:45a  Confir Class, via Zoom 
10:00a  Drive Thru Communion 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

19 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

20 
 

   9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA (Chapel) 
   4:00p  Exec. Comm Mtg 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
   6:00p  Worship Team Reh 
 

 

21 
 

  6:30a  Men’s Bible Study 
10:00a  Ecumen Worship 
  6:45p  6th & 7th Confr, In-Person 
  6:45p  Wednesday School 
  7:45p  8th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grade Conf, Zoom 

22 
 

  7:30a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 
  2:00p  Visitation Tm Mtg 

23 
 

 12:00p  AA, Chapel 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

24 

25 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 
Baptism 

 8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
 9:30a  Sunday School, Rec Rm 
 9:30a  Confr Class, via In-Person 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

26 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

27 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA (Chapel) 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  5:30p  Vision Council, DH 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

28 
 

6:30a  Men’s Bible Study 
6:45a  8th & 9th Confirm, In Person 
6:45a  Wednesday School 
6:45a  6th & 7th Grade Conf, Zoom 

 

29 
 

  7:30a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 

30 
 

 12:00p  AA, Chapel 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

1 
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Congregational Staff 
Lead  Pastor:  
Pastor Joe Skogmo pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Associate Pastor:  
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Youth and Family Ministry Director 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Support Ministries Coordinator: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Communications  Director: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 30  Issue 3 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published monthly 
and mailed to the members and friends of 
First Lutheran Church. The purpose of this 

publication is to inform the congregation of 
church activities and upcoming events. Arti-
cles for publication are to be submitted to 

the church office by the 20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 
Winter Hours  

(Labor Day to Memorial Day) 
Monday—Friday 

8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Hours  
(Memorial Day to Labor Day) 

Monday—Thursday 
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

Fridays  
8:30 AM to Noon 

 

Office Phone:  847-5656 
Fax Phone:  847-7009 

flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 
Chairman:  Jackie Buboltz 

Vice-Chairman: Steve Schantzen 
Secretary:  Catie Herman 

Treasurer:  Chad Carlblom 

Chris Malecka, LeAnn Mouw,         
Nathan Olson, Nathan Mork,  
Carol Lee, & Kari Stattelman 

 

Foundation Board 
President:  Adrienne Buboltz 

President-Elect: Steve Glunberg 
Secretary:  Susan Busker 

Treasurer:  Susan Schaffer 

Kevin Shipley, Dan Berg,  
Ryan Manke, Mason Pender,  

& Patti Cummins 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 


