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Installation of Pastor Lauryl September 20th 

Please continue to reach out to the church office via email  

or phone if you are in need of anything.  If you are  

calling, please leave a message and we will respond ASAP. 

Rally Sunday: September 13th 

Rally Wednesday: September 16th
 

More information for how faith formation will operate see the 
Youth News on page 7 and the Children’s Ministry News on page 8. 

Sunday 
September 13 

Ideas and infor-
mation can be 

found on page 10 

Installation of our officially called Associate Pastor Lauryl Ivers 
will be on Sunday, September 20.  Please join us online at 
8:30 AM or at our outdoor service at 10:45 AM to celebrate 
her installation with us! 

Associate Pastor Installation 
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Hello, Sisters and Brothers of First Lutheran. 

For those of you who do not know, in early July our preschool director, Diane Ullyot submitted her resignation. To be sure, this was 
not motivated by any malcontent, but, understandably, Diane had discerned that her lifelong calling as a provider and teacher had 
run its course. 

On that note, I want to thank Diane and her associate, Jackie, for what they have done at Kids First. From everything that I have 
heard it was a reputable, substantive, loving, and overall wonderful program! There are mountains of data and research that con-
clude that the most consequential years of our lives for brain development – for cognitive, social, and emotional development – 
are the years that we are in preschool. Diane and Jackie had crucial vocations and they delivered with compassion and compe-
tence. For that, I give thanks. For that, our congregation and our whole community gives thanks! Our community is and was better 
because of the sacred work that they did. 

So, what happens next?  

Well, with great immediacy and earnestness, your leadership and I have weighed a myriad of options. The goal consistently being: 
how do we love our neighbor and help meet a community need? Do we try to hire and orientate a new director as quickly as possi-
ble? If it remains business as usual after a new hire, what is our COVID-19 plan? Do we continue in-step with the Detroit Lakes 
School District?  

Or, do we change course? Do we reach out to in-home family care providers in the area to see if they’d like a change of venue? Do 
we reach out to an already established preschool program in the area so that they could come in quickly and expand their program 
into our space? 

Our discernment process has been challenging for all the questions and uncertainties stated above, and it has been challenging 
because of the urgency with which we need to operate. That urgency is rooted in the fact that there are top-to-bottom childcare 
deficits in Becker County (and, really, all over the state). In other words, in our county, whether a family needs infant care, toddler 
care, or preschool, there are not enough spots to accommodate the families in our county (SIDE-NOTE: this is a systemic failure 
and is not sustainable for Detroit Lakes or any community. Affirmed by the scriptural attention to the youngest among us and by 
Christ’s deep adoration and commitment to the care of children, I encourage you, ALL OF YOU, to be fierce advocates for childcare 
in this area and beyond). 

After weighing all the options, sensing that we were ‘on the clock’, and seeking a secure and more timely option, we reached out 
to Laker Prep Preschool (LPP) to see if they’d be interested in expanding their preschool program and do so using our Kids First 
classroom. After initial conversations with LPP they determined that their greatest center deficit was not, in fact, preschool but 
toddler care (24 to 48 months old – incidentally the age group for which care in our area is at greatest deficit). So, LPP formally 
proposed a one-year, renewable/revisable partnership where they would operate a toddler care room out of the Kids First class-
room for up to 14 children. In a special Vision Council meeting, after much conversation and prayerful reflection, your leadership 
approved a motion to pursue such a partnership with LPP. 

Right now, we are in the process of developing a contract that will be both fair to LPP and to FLC, determining details like rent, 
spatial use, reimbursement, daily operations, etc., with the constant (mutual) goal that this partnership provides a much-needed 
service for our community and is in line with our participation in God’s mission and loving work in the world. 

Things are moving and developing. In any case, I want to also thank LPP’s directors, Mary and Eric Rotter, for their willingness to be 
creative with us and for the vital work they already do. I also want to thank our Vision Council for continually doing their best with-
in challenging decision-making in challenging times. Their discernment in all this (and all else) has been sincere, thoughtful, and 
faithful. 

Should this partnership finalize and move forward for the next year and possibly beyond, it will be so exciting to have kids in the 
building knowing that families in our community are being served. And…this will also be a significant change to the historic anato-
my of FLC. Therefore, there will be some grieving with this new change – and there should be. People in FLC’s history worked hard 
and faithfully to make this preschool program what it has been. I know that includes some of you. I grieve with you that this minis-
try may have run its course, and I thank you for the loving service that has been provided. Kids First Preschool has been an out-
standing and beloved ministry, a place of pride and service for so many, and it is likely changing. That can be hard and sad, and I 
want to name that. 

Two things are true at the same time: this is exciting and hopeful, and this is a moment of grief and sadness to see something end. 

In all this, I trust that God is working through people to sustain and grow life, and I ask for God to give us the Spirit’s wisdom as we 
try to do best by our neighbor.  

Peace, 
Pastor Joe 

Update from Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo 
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In his letter to the Philippians (1:27-2:11), the apostle Paul wrote, 
“Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will 
know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel, ……. since you are having 
the same struggle that you saw I had…..make my joy complete: be of 
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind.   Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves.  Let each of you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of others.  Let the same mind 
be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God,  did not regard equality with God as something to be exploit-
ed, but emptied himself, being born in human likeness….he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death—even death on a cross.  Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend … and every tongue should con-
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” 

Dear family in Christ, 

Thank you for giving me the joy of being called to serve as your Associate Pastor at First Lutheran Church!   
I’m beginning a new chapter with you and Pastor Joe.  Even though I’ve had a year’s head start on him, it’s 
different now, in many ways.   Last year, you and I managed a major transition and healing process.  I believe 
everything we’ve learned equipped us to enter into a season the likes of which we’ve never expected or 
seen.  We’ve stayed together, worshipping in a variety of formats, listening to and valuing our differing opin-
ions and ideas, while creatively opening the doors of our hearts and growing in our mission of life in Christ.   
Now, with Pastor Joe’s leadership, and with all of you - we’re moving into a new Season, and I believe it will 
be very good.   

I know it will also continue to be a challenge for us, as we work hard to love and teach our children, manage 
a different kind of indoor worship, find ways to fellowship, and grieve for so many people in our families, 
community and nation….. and for losses of things we took for granted.   It will be a challenge for us too, 
when we hear loud voices trying to divide us and stoke our worst fears, and make us want to just react ra-
ther than pausing and considering how we can respond from Jesus’ mindset.   Though we’ll have differing 
opinions and approaches to current issues, we cannot allow divisions in our body of Christ.  We are called to 
“stand firm in the Spirit, striving side by side, with one mind for the faith of the gospel”.   I appreciated some-
thing I read recently in an ELCA statement: Our Christian unity is a gift of our Baptism, and not a result of 
being in complete agreement.   God brought us together as members of the church through our Baptism, 
and gifted us with diverse skills, backgrounds, experiences and ideas to use in mission.  And though we agree 
on WHO, we won’t always agree on the “how” and “what”.  Another important statement I read:  Active lis-
tening comes before seeking to establish one’s turf or position.  Clarify areas of agreement and boundaries 
and recognize we are saved by grace not works or opinions. As we faithfully live into this coming year, I pray 
for Jesus’ Spirit to keep us united and supportive of each other at First Lutheran, realizing we all live in God’s 
grace, as we listen, serve, love and grow into our promised future here.   

With joy and hope,                 
Pastor Lauryl 

Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor 
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Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

How can we help the Homeless?—Last year we became the 69th church and first in the De-
troit Lakes Area to be a member of Churches United for the Homeless, who provide Safe Shel-
ter, Stable Housing, Nutritious Food, and a Path Toward Healing. I have had the privilege of 
bringing items, that so many of you have graciously brought to the church, to the shelter in 
Moorhead. Last Wednesday was very emotional for me, as I sat outside the building and held 
hands and cried with a 60-year-old man who has been in and out of homelessness for many 
years. He wants help, but there are many struggles and barriers that he needs to overcome, 
and I could tell he felt lost and left behind. He admitted to suffering from a mental disability 

and admitted to choices in life that had led him to a life of homelessness. He has tried to commit suicide numerous 
times as I could physically see and touch his wounds. He is still alive and I believe it is because God loves him! This man 
wants there to be the awareness that there is more help needed for homelessness. I agreed with him. He looked at me 
and asked me if I could do something and make a change. So, I am starting with prayer and begging people to start 
brainstorming ideas of what we can do!  He is tired of being shooed away like a “stray dog on the street.” He said he 
doesn’t need much, just a floor with a roof to shelter him from the rain and keep him safe from robbers.  He has been 
rained on 3 days in a row. This man is not perfect but he is human and he can quote bible scripture better than most 
people I know including me. These struck a chord with me: 

Deuteronomy 15:11  For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to 
your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’ 

Matthew 8:20  And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” 

I feel as a society we do a good job feeding the hungry and clothing the naked, but I see those still lying on benches, 
under bridges and turned away from full shelters. I then drive through the cities and see so many church buildings 
empty; I then have to ask myself; “Is Jesus happy to know I have a wonderful place (actually 3 church buildings I call my 
churches) to worship on Sundays, but then to see so many people on the streets every night?  If you have ideas to help, 
please let me know! 

Worshipping In-person INDOORS—Thank you so much for all of your responses to the survey that was sent out. If you 
have not yet submitted your responses, please do so as they help us with planning for indoor worship. You can always 
call the office to let me know what your response answers are. 

As we stated in the Survey, we have a goal to start indoor worship in October. With that as our goal, I want you all to 
know that depending on Covid numbers and guidance from others things may change. But, with being hopeful, I would 
like us to have October 4th at 10:45 am to be in your minds as the start of Indoor worship. Since our numbers will have 
to be at 50 people, you will be required to call in or reserve a spot online. Monday September 28th will be the first day 
you can call to reserve your spot for October 4th. There will also be a reservation link sent out through email/text.  

September 12th would have been our 3rd Annual Feed My Starving Children’s Packing Event. Sadly due to 
Covid it is cancelled. But I am beyond thankful for all of you who are continuing to send in your financial 
support for FMSC. Please keep FMSC in your prayers as they are still providing food around the world!  

Frozen Meals—Even though we are not able to have Oasis, we are so thankful to Dave Johnson who is blessing us with 
Frozen Meals to deliver to homes of those who would like a homecooked frozen meal. Please let us know if you or 
someone you know would enjoy a meal! I personally love delivering so the more the merrier. Please call the office to 
request a meal. 

RSVPs are the new Pew Pads—Please keep RSVPing to let us know what services (online, radio or outside) you are par-
ticipating in each Sunday.  

May you find your spiritual and divine gifts given to you and bless them with the world,  
Mackenzie Hamm 
Support Ministries Coordinator 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+15%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+8%3A20&version=ESV
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 Outdoor Worship Services have begun again! 
They are held Sundays at 10:45 AM on the FLC lawn! 

We welcome you to join our outdoor worship. There will be two options of worshipping outdoors. Option 1 is to wor-
ship on the green space outside. Option 2 is to remain in your vehicle and tune your car radio to 95.9 for a live broad-
cast of the worship service.  

Worshipping in person in the grassy area outside: 
• We will be using the grassy area, Bell Bank drive though lanes and Lake Street (the street will be closed for our 

service) to ensure we can safely socially distance between family groups.   
• Please park toward the back and near Wells Fargo if you plan to worship outside so those worshipping in the 

cars can be closest to the worship area.  
• Please bring your own chair or blanket.  No chairs will be distributed to minimize the need to clean FLC chairs 

after the service.    
• A volunteer usher will direct you to an area for seating to maintain 6 feet of social distance between family 

groups. You may be sitting in a different area than usual.  
• Bulletins will be available on the FLC website and on the weekly email update, we encourage you to print and 

bring it with you.  A limited number of bulletins will be available for those who need a copy.  
• We ask that you refrain from singing during the service - just sit back and enjoy the Worship Team’s beautiful 

singing.    
• We appreciate your continued giving of offering and will have large containers as you enter or exit the worship 

area for you to drop off your offering.  
• Please plan ahead for bathroom needs as the church building remains closed.   
• You are asked to bring your own food and beverages at this time, there will be no food or beverages provided 

by FLC. 
• For the protection of each other, masks are required when outside of your vehicle.  Remember, the mask we 

wear protects the people we interact with and their mask protects you. 
• We ask that you maintain 6 feet of social distancing between household units. 
• Communion will be distributed the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. When you arrive on a Communion Sun-

day, you will be asked how many people are communing and you will be given a pre-wrapped wafer and juice by 
someone wearing a mask and gloves.  Please wait to open the containers and take communion until appropriate 
time during worship. 

• If inclement weather, the outdoor worship will be cancelled. A text message will be sent as well as being an-
nounced at the 8:30 worship service.  

• Lastly, bring your smiles, love, and patience as we navigate our new normal of worshipping together.  

Worshipping in your car using your car radio to tune into the service: 
• Tune your car radio to FM 95.9 (please note this is a low range frequency and you will only be able to access it 

while near the church building at the time of worship). 
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Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

2020/2021 FLU SHOT  
Why getting the flu shot is more important than ever! 

 
While some people incorrectly believe getting a flu shot is worthless or gives you the flu, it actually is one of the most 

important things you can do for your health and others’—especially in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic. 

 

Everyone can and should get their shots as soon as possible this year. Even though typical flu season begins in October 

and peaks between December and February, the changes brought on by COVID-19 means it is time to start thinking 

about when, how, and where you can get immunized. 

 

Coronavirus’ prevalence in the U.S. this year means you really do not want the flu. A combination of both viruses, or one 

after the other could put you at risk of more problems with your overall health, respiratory health, and ability to recover.  

Getting a flu vaccine will not protect against COVID-19, however flu vaccination has many other important benefits. Flu 

vaccines have been shown to reduce the risk of contracting influenza A and B and significantly reduce the likelihood of 

hospitalization and death. If we can eliminate as many cases of influenza this fall and winter by vaccination as possible, 

we will make the difficult task that our health care providers are facing all that much easier.   

 

The flu and COVID-19 share many (not all) symptoms—including fever, chills, cough, sore throat, muscle or body aches, 

headaches, and fatigue.  Loss of taste and smell are specific symptoms of COVID-19. 

 

Additionally, many people do die from the flu annually—the CDC reports that between 12,000 and 61,000 deaths from 

the flu occur each year. Still, over half of Americans eligible for a flu shot do not get immunized in a typical year, accord-

ing to CDC data. 

 

If you are hesitant about getting a flu shot because you've had a severe reaction in the past, check with your doctor 

about your best strategy this year. Nearly everyone over 6 months old should be immunized against the flu.  It takes two 

weeks after your flu shot to achieve full immunity, so steer clear until then of anyone who has flu symptoms. 

 

The flu vaccine should not be given to someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19.  The vaccine should be post-

poned until they have met the criteria to discontinue their isolation. While mild illness is not a contraindication to flu vac-

cination, vaccination visits for these people should be postponed to avoid exposing healthcare personnel and other pa-

tients to the virus that causes COVID-19. When scheduling or confirming appointments for vaccination, patients should 

be instructed to notify the provider’s office or clinic in advance if they currently have or develop any symptoms of COVID-

19. 

 

Additionally, a prior infection with suspected or confirmed COVID-19 or flu does not protect someone from future flu in-

fections. The best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated every year. 

 

Unfortunately, First Lutheran Church will not be providing a Flu Shot Clinic this fall.  Please call your health care provider 

or pharmacy to schedule your flu shot. 

 
         Information from CDC and Occupational Health and Safety 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/misconceptions.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/vaccine-benefits.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/whoshouldvax.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
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By, Emma Duncan 
By, Maddie Hanson 

Confirmation Classes: We will be doing our fall Confirmation classes online through Zoom 
meetings on both Wednesdays & Sundays (much like this spring). Each grade will meet on Zoom 
together with Maddie and occasionally the pastors. At the end of October, we will reassess and 
decide if we can move to in person classes where they would meet with their small group leaders. 
So that we get some in person contact with our youth and families while we are virtual, we will 
continue to hold our Wednesday bonfires as long as weather permits. The grade that comes for in 
person bonfires each week will go through their lesson during our time together. Attendance will 
be taken at both the online classes and bonfires. 

We have decided to focus more on relationship building instead of curriculum this fall. With so many changes in our 
daily lives and school this year, we want to strengthen our youth group relationships so we can have some deeper con-
versations around our faith and talk about how we can support each other during this time. 

FLY Bags: For Confirmation classes this year, each youth will receive a “FLY Bag” that will include their Bibles, 
a notebook, highlighters, pencils, prayers & Bible verses, and other materials needed for special activities and 
projects. These bags can be picked up by parents and youth on Rally Sunday and Rally Wednesday. More pick
-up instructions and times will be emailed to all families. 

10th Graders and Mentors: Our 10th grade youth are continuing to meet with their mentors and are 
preparing for Confirmation at the end of October. Please remember that the youth Faith Statements 
are due on Wednesday, September 16th. And our Mentor Presentation videos are due on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20th. Please continue to check your emails for updates and reminders! 

Rally Sunday: September 13th 

Rally Wednesday: September 16th
 

Job Opportunity with Laker Prep Pre-

school Located at FLC 

Looking for a fun and rewarding work environment?  Laker Prep Pre-
school is partnering with First Lutheran Church to open a two-three years 
old classroom this fall, located at First Lutheran Church!  We are looking 
for energetic, creative, and hard-working individuals to work collabora-

tively to support and teach our young learners!  Laker Prep will be providing training, along with daily operational and 
job support, while First Lutheran supplies the unique and vast learning and play areas within the church property, 
along with access to nearby activities.  Must pass a background study, along with qualifying education and experience, 
or be willing to grow in this profession.  Full time position preferred.  Wage based on experience and qualifica-
tions.  Call Mary at 218-844-5600 or lakerpreppreschool@gmail.com for inquiries or application! 

mailto:lakerpreppreschool@gmail.com
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By, Emma Duncan 

 
A letter from Emma 

As we start back into this crazy school year, I want to reach out to all of our amazing kids at FLC, and 

remind you that I am here. If you need someone to talk to, I am here. You can call me anytime, or write 

me, or stop into the office at church. This school year is different and confusing and maybe even scary, 

but I want to be here for you all as much as I possibly can. Please come see me, or call me if you need 

ANYTHING. We can just sit and play a board game or pray or just hang out! 

Now, this doesn’t just pertain to kids. Parents, we understand the amount of stress you are carrying 

right now. Making hard decisions, trying to keep your kids healthy and safe in both a physical aspect, but 

also emotional. This is a lot for you to carry, so we want to remind you that we have two amazing pas-

tors that are always here to talk, even if you just need to vent, they will pray over you and love you 

through this. I am also available as well. Use your resources through your church family as we navigate 

these crazy waters. 

Blessings and love to you all, 

Emma 

 

Reminders 

5th Grade First Communion will be on Sunday, October 4th at 2pm on our church lawn. We will 
have an outdoor service, that will require social distancing as well as masks. We are so excited 
to finally commune our amazing 5th graders! 

If any kids have completed their Summer Kindness Bingo, please send a photo to me, so that they can 
receive their $10 Dairy Queen gift card! 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN! To get in the loop about the upcoming Sunday/Wednesday School year, 
check out the FLC website and the Children’s Ministry page! All of the information on how we will 
conduct Faith Formation is there, as well as registration for the 2020-2021 year! 

September 13th is Rally Sunday! Please stop by the church to pick up Sunday School sup-
plies between 10am-Noon. 

September 16th is Rally Wednesday! Please stop by the church to pick up Wednesday 
School supplies between 3pm-6pm. 

When we are ready to meet face to face, we will need Sunday School teachers! Please reach out 
to Emma if this is something you feel called to. She is always looking or volunteers! 
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In 2019 scammers defrauded people in Minnesota out of more than $18 MIL-
LION! Their schemes target people of all ages, but elderly people lose the 
most money. Right now, scammers are taking advantage of our current isola-
tion, and targeting us with a variety of schemes. They are using Pastor Joe’s 
name and Pastor Lauryl’s name, and our Bishop Tesch’s name with an email 
address that is similar but not our real email address ( the real ones are: pas-
torlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com, pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com, 
btesch@cord.edu, bishopbtesch@gmail.com). They have been asking for gift 
cards for cancer patients, for example, and trying to get you to contact them 
so they can get information about you. (We will NEVER ask you for gift cards 
in an email!). If they call you on your phone, hang up. If you don’t recognize 
the number, let them leave a message, and if it’s a legitimate call they’ll usu-
ally leave a name and number that you’ll recognize. If it’s an email, you can 
report it as a scam by selecting the three dots in the upper right hand corner 
on your screen. If it’s a text, you can block the caller. You can also call the El-
der Fraud Hotline: 833-FRAUD -11, or report online scams through 
www.IC3.gov (the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center). You can always call 
the church office if you have questions about a suspicious contact. Thank you 
for being careful and caring!  

More Resources about Scams: 
• How to Report Spam Text Messages: Report it on the messaging app you use. Look for the option to report 

junk or spam and/or copy the message and forward it to 7726 (SPAM). Report it to the Federal Trade Commis-
sion at ftc.gov/complaint. 

• Information from Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) for fraud reporting: https://stopelderfraud.ovc.ojp.gov/ 
• Fraud Hotline: 833-FRAUD-11  (1-833-372-8311) 
• Resources from the Attorney General’s Office:  www.ag.state.mn.us/  800-657-3787 
• Do Not Call Registry: https://www.donotcall.gov/ 1-888-382-1222 to register your number on the do not call 

list. 
• Reporting mail fraud: www.postalinspectors.uspis.gov (877) 876-2455 

FORMER MAYOR AND LONGTIME  

FLC CHURCH MEMBER HONORED 

Longtime church member and former Detroit Lakes Mayor, Larry Buboltz, 
was honored on Friday, August 21, 2020 with a dedication ceremony, 
which named a portion of the city trail after him.  Friends and family along 
with city and state leaders gathered for a ribbon cutting ceremony and 
dedication.  Congratulations Larry on this great honor and thank you for 
all the hard work you have done for the city of Detroit Lakes. 

Above is a sample of a fraudulent 
text that was sent to a Detroit Lakes 
Community member. It was made to 

look like it was from Pastor Joe. 

WATCH OUT FOR FRAUDULENT  

TEXTS, EMAILS & CALLS 

https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/
https://stopelderfraud.ovc.ojp.gov/
http://www.ag.state.mn.us/
https://www.donotcall.gov/
http://www.postalinspectors.uspis.gov/
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Sunday, September 13, 2020 
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is Sunday, September 13, 2020. This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are 
as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 

Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in 
Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confi-
dence in God’s grace.  Below we have listed some ideas of activities for families to do together on God’s Work Our 
Hands Sunday! 

SERVICE PROJECTS AT HOME  
Arrange for meal deliveries from restaurants. Place an 
order on behalf of anyone in your community who could 
use a meal, and coordinate with them ahead of time 
about what they would like from the menu. Be sure to 
inquire about allergies and dietary restrictions.  

Make masks. Many sewers have already contributed 
their talents and fabric scraps to mask-making this year. 
Mask wearing could be common practice for a while, so 
people may need another mask.  

Write cards or letters, or send care packages. Every 
community has people who are always ready to serve. 
Express your gratitude for emergency workers, teachers, 
frontline health care workers, postal and delivery work-
ers, those in the military, and all essential workers, re-
membering especially members of your congregation.  

Start a pen pal program for older adults in nursing 
homes to connect or reconnect with members of your 
congregation.  

Call or video-call seniors or those who are homebound 
or isolated. Include the whole family by doing things 
such as:  

• Reading books to children (or having them read 
to you!)  

• Playing “show and tell” with items nearby  

• Playing an online game together  

• Sharing favorite memories of your church com-
munity  

Start a conversation partnership with someone learning 
English as a second language. Reach out to a local organ-
ization that supports immigrants and refugees, and offer 
to participate in video calls.  

Pack hygiene kits for people experiencing homelessness.  

Participate in a 24-hour prayer chain. Members of your 
congregation can sign up for 30-minute increments 
around the clock to pray for a world in need.  

Assist with digital record-keeping. Use a scanner or 
smartphone to help digitize your congregation’s files or 
archival material.  

Engage with ELCA Advocacy on a range of topics and 
initiatives:  

• Advance voting rights through ELCA votes. 

• Take action on racial justice through items on 
the ELCA Anti-Racism Pledge. 

• Write letters to your elected representative us-
ing these templates. 

• Visit the ELCA Advocacy Action Center to send 
messages directly to your representatives on 
vital issues affecting our communities. 

Make a Donation to a charity. Some suggestions of 
places that would benefit from a donation include: Lu-
theran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, Becker 
County Food Pantry, Churches United for the Homeless, 
Lakes Crisis Center 

OUTDOOR & PHYSICALLY DISTANCED SERVICE PROJECTS  
Identify members in your congregation or community 
who could use some help with yard work. Then roll up 
your sleeves and get to work with activities such as:  

• Lawn mowing  

• Window washing  

• Raking  

• Chopping wood 

• Clearing brush 

• Painting 

DRIVE-THROUGH SERVICE  
Deliver meals or groceries to folks who aren’t able to go 
out. Ask them to supply a list, or arrange to fetch a 
curbside-pickup order on their behalf. Drop off a home-
cooked meal or bring over a takeout order. Be sure to 
inquire about allergies and dietary restrictions ahead of 
time.  

Gather donations of food or hygiene products, using 
your congregation as a drop-off site. Check with local 
shelters or food banks about particular needs. Does the 
food bank have a truck? Inquire about arranging a time 
to park it at the church for easy donation collection and 
transit. Can members with large vehicles shuttle dona-
tions to a distribution site?  

Create or order lawn signs with a positive message. 
Encourage community members to stop by the church, 
grab a sign and place it in their yard to inspire hope 
throughout your city. Check out how Holy Trinity Luther-
an Church in Leesburg, Va., did this for “God’s work. Our 
hands.” Sunday 2017.  

• Weeding 

• Planting 

• Washing cars 

• Clearing gutters 

• Pick up litter  
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FLC FOUNDATION  

WILL MATCH DONATIONS 
 

All donations made to Feed My Starving Children, Churches United for the Homeless, the Becker County Food 
Pantry and FLC's Agape Fund will receive matching funds of up to $10,000 total between now and year end from 
the FLC Foundation.  If you would like to donate to one of these organizations and have them receive the fund 
match, please make the check out to First Lutheran Church and indicate in the memo which organization you'd 
like the funds to go.  You can also donate via the website by following the link below.  Here you can also use the 
drop down menu to select the group you would like to direct your donation to. Let's join together to make dona-
tions and help these organization do God's Work.  

Update on FLC’s Foundation matching grant fundraiser: 

• Feed My Starving Children $910.00 

• Becker County Food Pantry $1,260.00 

• Churches United for the Homeless $2,010.00 

• First Lutherans’ Agape Fund $870.00 

Total donated by FLC $5,050.00.  This matching grant fundraiser will continue through 12/31/2020.  Thank you 
so much for your donations thus far.  

General Giving Update 
Our year-end was June 30, 2020 and we ended our fiscal year with a 
positive balance of $14,665.98.  Our total income was $588,065.17 
with total expenses being $573,399.19.  First Lutheran took ad-
vantage of the PPP grant/loan program which paid our salaries and 
utilities through the summer.  We have exhausted the PPP funds 
and are now back on our own cash flow.   

July’s total income was $38,338.51 with our expenses of $44,572.32 
leaving a 7-30-2020 ending balance of $-6,233.80.   

We continue to receive donations during outdoor worship, mail and 
on-line.  If you have any questions in regards to online giving, 
(which is so easy!)  please feel free to call the office.  847-5656.  You can even do this through our web-site 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com , look for the Giving tab.  

Thank you so much for your continued donations during this rocky time.  Expenses continue even if we are not 
open for worship.  

Peace to you all,  

Susie, Business Manager 

After a little rest and regrouping the Everyday Angel Ministry is back.  It is definitely a 
need in this community and they are ready to be “Angels” again to those in need. Do-
nations are now being accepted for the 57th family.  Contact the church office for a list 
of donation needs OR drop any donations of household items that you think families 
in crisis may need at the Holy Rosary Church in Detroit Lakes. 
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Martin Luther said, “Music is a fair and glorious gift of God.” However, at this point in time 
we are not able to share this “fair and glorious gift” in large groups as the Jubilate Choir or 
the Alleluia Ringers due to COVID-19 restrictions. There may be some opportunities for solos 
or small groups in the future during worship, but at this time we are unable to meet in our 
large groups. We will keep you informed and let you know as soon as we are able to meet in 
our large groups. If you are interested in participating in a small ensemble please let Kathy 
Larson and/or Carla Hansen know. Keep the music in your heart, mind, and soul for 
now.  We miss all of you and hope to see you very soon! God Bless you and keep you in his 
embrace!  

A Music Note from the FLC Music Personnel 

Dear Congregation, 

The Restart Team continues to meet and assist with the plan of safely restarting activities and events 
and reopening the building of FLC.  The staff has been instrumental in this plan also and we thank 
them for their dedication, caring, and patience during this time.   

Some of the items that have been discussed and set in place since our last update are as follows. 

• Indoor Worship Guidelines have been developed and will be shared with the congregation before our first 
indoor worship. Members of the team have also assessed the building and sanctuary to evaluate traffic flow, 
seating, room capacity, and so much more, to ensure our spaces are as safe as possible.  We are following 
the guidelines and recommendations of the CDC, MN Department of Health and the ELCA.  The goal to open 
for 10:45 Sunday mornings indoor worship is October 4th contingent on the status of COVID-19 in our area.  
Keep in mind that this date is subject to change dependent on public health guidelines for our area and the 
discernment of the restart team.        

• Protocols for an Employee Positive COVID-19 Test have been put in place.  This protocol will be activated 
when and if a FLC employee is being tested for COVID-19 or has tested positive.  The determination will be 
made when necessary to close the office and to suspend worship services and other events when a staff 
member becomes ill with COVID-19.  The closure will allow time for proper cleaning of spaces.  An alternative 
plan (Plan B) for online worship will be put in place if a closure is necessary.  The congregation will be notified 
if Plan B is activated.     

• Outdoor worship will continue through the month of September, weather permitting.  The low threshold for 
outdoor temperature is 50 degrees.  The start time of the outdoor worship in September will be 10:45 AM.  
Outdoors remains the safest place to gather as a large group of people and we want to enjoy worshipping 
together as long as possible.    

• We have also set in place guidelines for small group meetings and events.   These guidelines include, but are 
not limited to, the mandatory wearing of masks, physical distancing, a limited number of people able to 
meet, and no sharing of food or beverages.  An announcement of when small groups and meetings can begin 
will be communicated with the congregation.   

It is very sobering to realize that we have started our 6th month of First Lutheran Church being closed.  The staff and 
leadership of FLC have missed everyone terribly!  We want nothing more than to be together again and pray that that 
day will happen soon.  We continue to work hard in God’s name to make FLC a safe place to gather.  We ask you all for 
your continued grace, patience, and prayers as we work towards this goal.   

God’s peace and blessings, 

The Restart Team, 
Submitted by Denise Gaard       
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Update From Trinity Hope 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.  

 

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 ⚫  admin@trinityhope.org  ⚫ (615) 394-4950  

Web Page:  www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook:  trinityhopehaiti 

 

Keeping HOPE Alive During Extraordinary Times 
Written by Denise Gudlin 

Life in Haiti is hard with many unable to find food daily for their families.  Then a pandemic 
hits this already vulnerable country, making it even worse and those who were hungry are 
now on the verge of starvation.  Since March 19 when the first case of COVID-19 hit Haiti, 
large gatherings were closed which included shutting schools, churches and markets where 
many sells what they can to buy the little food they can afford. This is overwhelming to me, 
but I know we serve an awesome God who will use people like you and me to help our 
brothers and sisters in Haiti. 

Here are some of the ways God is working through Trinity HOPE in Haiti during these 
extraordinary times: 

• Provided $375,000 to purchase over 1.7 million emergency meals of rice, beans and 
oil for these children and their families 

• Will be providing meals a month earlier this 2020-21 School year with school starting 
mid-August  

• Adding 11 new schools this upcoming school year 

• Adding two new feeding program directors - one in Jacmel and one in Port-au-Prince 

Will you join us as we walk with Jesus and be the physical hands and feet in Haiti?  Sharing 
the Gospel has never been more important than right now.  The meals 
provided are meeting the physical need as well as the spiritual for the 
children, teachers and cooks in our schools.  As little missionaries, our 
children in Haiti are sharing the Love of Christ they experience at school 
with others as they commute in their tap-taps singing “Jesus Loves Me”! 

Learn more about how you can give and get involved and share this 
very important mission with others by vising our website at 
trinityhope.org.  
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September 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg  

2 
 

  5:30p  Worship Team Rehearsal 

 
 

 

    

3 
 

  11:00a  Worship Planning Mtg 

 
 
 

      
 
 
  

4 
 

  12:00p  Prayer Team 

 
 
 

  

5 
 
 
 

6 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

7 
 

  5:30p  Restart Team Meeting 

 
 

  

8 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg  

9 
 

  5:30p  Worship Team Rehearsal 

   

10 
 

  11:00a  Worship Planning Mtg 

11 
 

  12:00p  Prayer Team 

12 
 
 

  
 
  

13 
 

Sunday Schedule 

God’s Work Our Hands Sunday 
Baptism: Solveig Skogmo 

 8:30a   Traditional Online Wship 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

14 
 

  5:30p  Restart Team Meeting 

 
 

  

15 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 

16 
 

  Rally Wednesday 

5:30p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
6:00p  Oasis Ignited Online 

 
 

 

17 
 

  11:00a  Worship Planning 
  12:00p  Executive Council, Lib  

  

18 
 

  12:00p  Prayer Team 

19 
 
 

20 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
Installation of Pr. Lauryl 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

21 
 

  5:30p  Restart Team Meeting 

22 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg  

  5:30p  Vision Council, DH 

23 
 

Rally Wednesday 

5:30p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
6:00p  Oasis Ignited Online 

 
 

 

24 
 

  11:00a  Worship Planning 
 

   
 
  
 

 
 
 

25 
 

  12:00p  Prayer Team 

26 
 

 
 
 

27 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

28 
 

  5:30p  Restart Team Meeting 

29 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg  

30 
 

  Rally Wednesday 

5:30p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
6:00p  Oasis Ignited Online 

1 
 

  11:00a  Worship Planning 

2 
 

  12:00p  Prayer Team 

3 

4 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
10th Grade Mentor Presentation 

Baptism: Henry Steeves 

  8:30a   Traditional Online Wship 
 12:00p  Stole Making 

5 
 

  5:30p  Restart Team Meeting 

6 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg  

7 
 

  Rally Wednesday 

5:30p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
6:00p  Oasis Ignited Online 

8 
 

  11:00a  Worship Planning 

9 
 

  12:00p  Prayer Team 

10 
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 First Lutheran Church acknowledges with 
grateful appreciation these memorials which 

have been received this past month. 

AGAPE FUND 

In Memory of: Ole Olson  
Given by:  Darlene Olson  

In Memory of: Jon Horner 
Given by:  Patti Cummins 

BUILDING & GROUNDS FUND 

In Memory of: Ole Olson  
Given by:  Darlene Olson 

Given by:  Todd & Denise Gaard 

CHURCHES UNITED FUND 

In Memory of: Ole Olson  
Given by:  Darlene Olson 

In Memory of: Walt Christensen  
Given by:  Patti Cummins 

BECKER COUNTY FOOD PANTRY 

In Memory of: Ole Olson 
Given by:  Darlene Olson 

Given by: Patti Cummins 

FMSC FUND 

In Memory of: Ole Olson 
Given by:  Darlene Olson 

In Memory of: Orlan Kvistero 
Given by:  Patti Cummins 

 

 

FOUNDATION FUND 

In Memory of: Ole Olson 
Given by:  Darlene Olson 

Given by:  Lynn & Bev Hummel 

JUBILATE CHOIR FUND 

In Honor of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Todd & Denise Gaard 

Given by: Kevin & Carol Shipley 

KITCHEN FUND 

In Memory of: Ole Olson  
Given by:  Darlene Olson 

Given by: Ardis Hegna 

Given by:  Jean & Wayne Benson 

Given by: Pat Magnusson 

Given by: Vic & Jean Rolle 

In Memory of: Walt Christensen  
Given by: Vic & Jean Rolle 

In Memory of: Orlan Kvistero   
Given by:  Vic & Jean Rolle 

In Memory of: Jon Horner   
Given by:  Ardis Horner 

RADIO FUND 

In Memory of: Ole Olson  
Given by:  Gerald & Ruth Price 

Given by:  Betty Fiemann 

Given by:  Marilyn Hedstrom 

Given by:  Phyllis Grossman 

Given by:  Viggo & Joann Thomsen 

Given by:  Delroy & Liz Mathison 

Given by:  Elyda Handegard 

Given by:  Rodger & Marilyn Tinjum 

In Memory of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Mary Nordmark 

Given by:  Rodger & Marilyn Tinjum 

In Memory of: Walt Christensen  
Given by:  Sue Christensen 

Given by:  Ruth Olson 

Given by:  Darrell Bauder 

Given by:  Patti Cummins 

Given by:  Char Hoeglund 

Given by:  Erie Township Board 

In Memory of: Julian Johnson 
Given by:  Ken & Marlys Christianson 

SOUND & TECH FUND 

In Honor of: Pastor Joe & Pastor Lauryl  
Given by:  Delyle & Sandra Willprecht 

In Memory of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Diane & Jim McCormick 

UNSPECIFIED FUND 

In Memory of: Ole Olson  
Given by:  Bob & Marilyn Jernberg 

In Memory of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Bob & Marilyn Jernberg 

Baptisms 

 August 16 Olivia Bischof 
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Congregational Staff 
Lead  Pastor:  
Pastor Joe Skogmo pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Interim Associate Pastor:  
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Children’s Ministry Director: 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Director of Youth Ministry: 
Maddie Hanson maddie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Support Ministries: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Communications: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 29  Issue 6 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published 
monthly and mailed to the members 
and friends of First Lutheran Church.  
The purpose of this publication is to 
inform the congregation of church   

activities and upcoming events.         
Articles for publication are to be      

submitted to the church office by the 
20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 

Office Closed Until Further Notice 
Office Phone:  847-5656 

Fax Phone:  847-7009 
flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 

www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 

Chairman:  Jackie Buboltz 
Vice-Chairman: Steve Schantzen 

Secretary:  Catie Herman 
Treasurer:  Chad Carlblom 

Chris Malecka, LeAnn Mouw,        
Nathan Olson, Nathan Mork,  
Carol Lee, & Kari Stattelman 

 
Foundation Board 

President:  Adrienne Buboltz 
President-Elect: Steve Glunberg 

Secretary:  Susan Busker 
Treasurer:  Susan Schaffer 

Kevin Shipley, Dan Berg,  
Ryan Manke, Mason Pender,  

& Patti Cummins 


