
First Lutheran Church 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING HYMN How Firm a Foundation  ELW #796 
1  How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
     What more can he say than to you he has said who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

2  "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
     I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 

3  "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
     The flames shall not hurt you; I only design your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 

4  "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
     and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: God our comforter, like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarci-
ty.  We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with our apathy and 
greed.  Free us from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out to you for help.  Lead us by your 
love to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen.  

KYRIE & HYMN OF PRAISE Let the Whole Creation Cry  ELW #876 vs 1 & 3 
1  Let the whole creation cry, "Glory to the Lord on high!" 
     Heav'n and earth, awake and sing, "Praise to our almighty king!" 
     Praise God, angel hosts above, ever bright and fair in love; 
     sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God rejoice. 

3  Men and women, young and old, raise the anthem loud and bold, 
     and let children's happy hearts in this worship take their parts; 
     from the north to southern pole let the mighty chorus roll: 
     "Holy, Holy, Holy One; glory be to God alone!"  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C:  Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for life 
that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

FIRST READING Genesis 2:18-24  Reader: Holly Heisserer  

Sunday, October 2, 2021 · 8:30 AM ·  18th Sunday after Pentecost  

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find 
comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of 
the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children 
should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does?  
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RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 8 Reader: Holly Heisserer   
R:  O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  You have set your glory above the heavens. 

C:  Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to silence the ene-
my and the avenger. 

R:  When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; 

C:  what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? 

R:  Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor. 

C:  You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet, 

R:  all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 

C:  the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

R:  O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia! Lord & Savior… ELW p.205a 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

GOSPEL READING Mark 10:2-16 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark. C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pr. Lauryl Ivers 

HYMN OF THE DAY If You But Trust in God to Guide You  ELW #769 vs 1, 2 & 4 
1  If you but trust in God to guide you with gentle hand through all your ways, 
     you'll find that God is there beside you when crosses come, in trying days. 
     Trust then in God's unchanging love; build on the rock that will not move. 

2  What gain is there in anxious weeping, in helpless anger and distress? 
     If you are in your Savior's keeping, in sorrow will he love you less? 
     For Christ who took for you a cross will bring you safe through ev'ry loss. 

4  Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving, offer your service faithfully. 
     Trust heaven's word; though undeserving, you'll find this promise true to be. 
     This is our confidence indeed:  God never fails in time of need.  

INSTALLATION OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY TEACHERS & LEADERS  
P:  Let us recognize those who have responded to the call of God to be Sunday School leaders this year.  Let us 
pray, 

C:  Eternal God, you have entrusted us with the message of your power, grace, justice, and love.  Provide for us 
your guidance, that we may be teachers and learners together.  Believing that you are in our midst, we set apart 
those who would serve in our Sunday and Wednesday School and Confirmation.  May they serve you in nurtur-
ing the spiritual growth of all who are entrusted in their care.  Bless each one gathered before us, enabling them 
to be channels of your grace.  We pray through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

P:  You have recognized God's call in your lives.  Will you endeavor to develop your gifts for teaching so as to con-
tinue to pass on the Christian faith? 

Teachers:  We Will 

P:  Will you be faithful to the task, taking seriously the commitments of time and talent? 

Teachers:  We Will 

P:  Will you take seriously your role as learner, studying diligently the Scriptures and traditions of the faith? 

Teachers:  We Will 

C:  We pledge ourselves to pray for you and for the faith formation ministry of this congregation.  We pledge 
ourselves to enable, encourage, and love you in this ministry.  We pledge ourselves to be learners with you, dili-
gently studying with you the Scriptures and traditions of the faith. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P:  Lord in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer.  

SHARING OF PEACE & OFFERING  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and the 
loving of our neighbor. Amen. 

COMMUNION  
Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer  
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution 

Post Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
C: Gracious God, at this table you have nourished our body and soul with food and drink. As you have been 
food and drink for us, transform us to be food and drink for one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen.  

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN Go, My Children, with My Blessing  ELW #543 
1  “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
     In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
     Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 

2  “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.  Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
     Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him, saw his glory. 
     Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 

3  “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.  Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
     Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. 
     Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”  

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: ______________________________________________  

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: __________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of:___________________________  I am a member of: ____________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FALL WORSHIP TIMES & OFFICE HOURS—Fall hours have begun! On Sunday mornings, 
Traditional Worship is at 8:30 AM, Contemporary Worship is at 10:45 AM and on 
Wednesday evenings Worship is at 6 PM.  The fall/winter office hours are Monday 
through Friday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULE—Oasis Meal at 5:15 PM, Worship at 6 PM, Alleluia 
Ringers Practice at 6:15 PM, Faith Formation Hour from 6:30 to 7:30 PM and Jubilate 
Choir Practice at 7:15 PM.  

HOMELESS AND FIRE VICTIM NEEDS—Washer & dryer, freezer, car, clothing, toaster, 
beds & electric range.  

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR NAMETAGS—This Sunday is your last chance to pick up your 
nametag!  Please do so, as those remaining will be recycled.      

MASKING—Those attending worship services at FLC are strongly encouraged to wear 
masks to protect themselves and those around them.   

CHECK FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES—Please continue to check the volunteer table 
because we’re in need of Ushers, Readers, and Greeters for Sunday services.  

FLCW NO BAKE, BAKE SALE—FLCW is holding a “No Bake, Bake Sale” which will be open 
to all members of First Lutheran!  Donations can be made payable to FLCW and left in the 
church office by October 31.  Simply donate an amount you would normally spend for 
supplies and baking.  Any amount is welcome and appreciated.  We thank you in advance 
for helping us as we try to help in so many areas of need locally, regionally and world-
wide. 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF KITS—The FLCW are collecting items for personal care kits, 
baby care kits, school kits & quilting kits.  A full list of items needed for each kit can be 
found in the file folder on the volunteer table downstairs.  Any items you’d like to donate 
need to be dropped off at the church by October 4th.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES—FLC is excited to once again offer Adult 
Faith Formation opportunities!  If you would like to check out the days and events availa-
ble, please pick up a yellow form on the table in the narthex.   

CREATION CARE UPDATE—On Sunday, November 21, representatives of the FLC Crea-
tion Care Team will share an update on the team’s work and projects during the Adult 
Faith Formation time (9:30 to 10:30 AM) between services.  Please watch for additional 
information on this opportunity. 

DIRECTORY PHOTOS—We are still accepting photos for the FLC photo directory.  If you 
would like to submit a photo, please email Melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com by Sunday, 
October 17.  We can also use your photo from the previous directory.  Just let the office 
know if that is what you prefer. 

Prayers for   
God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  
to the family of

Radio—Broadcast on KDLM 1340-AM and 93.1-FM at 10:00 AM. 
Webcast—Services are live-streamed on 
In Person—In the sanctuary Sundays at 8:30 AM or 10:45 AM & Wednesdays at 6 PM. 
Television—On Saturdays at 9:00 AM on Arvig Cable channel 14. 
Donate via text—Text amount with $ sign to 218-228-0042. (requires a one-time setup) 
Donate online at www.firstlutheranchurch.com/give 

Join Us For Worship 

The radio broadcast for this Sunday  
is given by Les Kertscher  

in memory of Pat Kertscher. 


