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September Highlights 

Rally Sunday September 12th 

Fall Worship Times Begin September 12th 

Rally Wednesday September 15th 

FALL WORSHIP HOURS BEGIN 

SUNDAY 

September 12 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 8:30 AM 

FAITH FORMATION HOUR 9:35 AM 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 10:45 AM 

WEDNESDAY 

September 15 

OASIS MEAL 5:15 PM 

WORSHIP 6:00 PM 

FAITH FORMATION HOUR 6:30 PM 

FALL OFFICE HOURS BEGIN  
Tuesday, September 7 

Monday—Friday  

8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

RALLY DAY CELEBRATION 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
TH

  

AFTER 10:45AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

FOOD, GAMES & FUN! 



 

 

This is a newsletter article I write with agony. I am tired of this. The staff is tired of this. I know you are tired of this. This 
is the last subject upon which I want to write a newsletter article. Alas, we have to discuss the current movements and 
potential impacts of Covid-19 and its Delta variant.  

At the time writing of this, we have not yet made any decisions regarding new and developing Covid-19 recommenda-
tions from the CDC and other public health authorities. That said, some will very likely be coming. 

In order to protect the health and safety of our neighbor and guard against transmission and outbreaks, while also 
maintaining a meaningful and impactful way of being church together, we have a lot to consider: How can and should 
we worship differently? What about singing? Youth and Family ministries? Staff dynamics? Pastoral care visits? Sunday 
fellowship? Funeral receptions? Weddings? Small group gatherings? Large group gatherings? Masks? Etc. 

With the uptick in cases and hospitalizations across the nation and state, particularly with regards to the highly trans-
missive and more dangerous Delta variant of Covid, we are very likely to experience an uptick in cases here in Becker 
County. With that will come necessary safety protocols.  

I wrote and deleted that line eight times. I am so tired of communicating these things and thinking about these things. 
This summer has provided so much hope, life, and excitement. I met so many more of you. I heard so many more of 
your stories. We laughed and sang like a community is supposed to. We cried and grieved as a community is supposed 
to. We had fellowship like a community is supposed to. We have put blood, sweat, and tears into revamping and pre-
paring for our Youth and Family Ministry programs, our hospitality ministries, worship, faith formation, and so much 
more. And, now, there is a potential for some pauses.  

The Restart Team will deliberate as soon as possible on the measures we need to take and/or consider taking. We will 
do our best to deliberate faithfully, discern theologically, practically, and medically. Any decisions we make will be com-
municated the best we can. I am asking from the bottom of my heart for your grace and patience as we navigate this 
moment. 

Now, despite the heaviness and the exhaustion of considering all the above, we have a lot of hope and resilience as we 
encounter this convulsive time, and I want to name those places of hope and resilience: 

• Any significant measures or pauses we take might be for less time than last year. The Delta variant surges are 
showing fast and hard upticks, but also quick and abrupt downticks. In other words, perhaps measures we take 
might not last very long.  

• The vaccine is proving enormously effective against hospitalization and death from Covid-19 and its variants. It 
is truly a gift from God. Please walk alongside loved ones that are hesitant and encourage them to consult a 
physician to consider the individual and community health benefits of vaccination.  

• Although we do not know what this Fall and Winter will bring, we DO KNOW that we will have the same God 
who is ever-present, ever-empowering, and ever-sustaining. We cast our weariness and heavy burdens on the 
Son of Man, with whom we will always ultimately rise. 

• We have been through this before. On one hand, saying that is excruciating and mind-bending. On the other 
hand, we have the muscle for this. We are capable of weathering another season of alternative ways of being 
church. I want to remind you of the muscle and resilience you bring into this. You can and WE will get through 
this. So, if the time comes, as written in Shakespeare’s Henry V, “Once more unto the breach dear friends, once 
more…”, and with the God of Light, we will get through to the other side. 

Bless you and peace, 
Pr. Joe 

Update from Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo 



 

 

LauryL’s word 
Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor 

Physical, emotional, mental, spiritual healing is addressed in these words from James Miller 
and Susan Cutshall in their book, The Art of Being a Healing Presence:  

Healing is about something much more than curing…. Healing is not something you can 
“make” happen in someone else, no matter who you are, no matter what kind of training you 
have.  The true meaning of healing is revealed within the word itself.  “Heal” comes from the 
same root as our word “whole”.  Healing suggests the idea of wholeness, and specifically any 
movement toward that wholeness.  It refers to something that is already present and available 
in some form, something that is being drawn to become more complete in itself.  It suggests a 
return to a state of original soundness.  With that in mind, healing can take place in an arm 
that has been injured, a heart that has been broken, a life that has been shattered, or a rela-
tionship that has been damaged.   

You can foster conditions that nurture any movement toward wholeness.  You can affirm the 
authenticity of each human being – body, mind, heart and soul stretching into the fullness for 
which each of us is created.  When you accompany another in this way, any healing that be-
gins to occur is not limited to the other.  For as you encourage their healing, you invite and 
honor your own, and the movement will circle again and again, extending the possibilities and 
promises of wholeness for you both. 

God bless us all with the healing that we, and our world need right now, 

Pastor Lauryl 

 

 



 

 

President’s Post 
Update from Vision Council President Steve Schantzen 

Friends at First Lutheran, 

I've recently heard a few council one-liners that were tossed out jokingly.  I 
don't believe I can reference one correctly now, but do like one I've heard 
before, "Plan Ahead - It wasn't raining when Noah built the ark".  With that 
I do go to a verse that I came across recently: "Where there is no guidance, 
a people falls, but in abundance of counselors there is safety". Proverbs 
11:14.   

A quick briefing on what is new or going on in Council this last month.  As 
you can see in the dining room it has brightened up substantially!  The 
Buildings & Grounds committee moved forward on updating our tables and 
chairs along with some helpful carts to move them around.  I hope this 
adds to the functionality of the space, easier cleaning, and comfortable 
sitting.  A couple other things coming up is carpet tile in the dining room 
and a fresh coat of paint. There may be a need for some strong backs to 
help remove the existing carpet once the painting is complete, so if you 
have any interest, please let myself or the office know.   

The Vision Council reviewed and approved an updated Child & Youth Safety Policy for implementation to 
better align with current needs.  This also helps Emma and the Pastors as they prepare for the upcoming 
year and with our Children & Youth Ministry.  Pastor Joe briefed the Council on moving forward with "All 
Family Communion" as he has discussed now during services this last month.  This is likely a change for some 
on how communion is received, but nevertheless something that I hope will help us grow together with our 
families and the understanding of communion.   

Upcoming in August's Vision Council meeting is the renewal of our agreement with Laker Prep and the utili-
zation of FLC's space.  Eric and Mary Rotter of Laker Prep briefed the Council last month on how the agree-
ment has been going and updated us with their licensure requirements.  We look forward to continuing this 
relationship with Laker Prep and hope this brings additional resources to the community as childcare availa-
bility is in critical need for this region.   

As part of Vision Council's responsibility, we have made steps with the Buildings and Grounds committee to 
understand where we need to focus attention.  A few from Vision Council met with the Buildings and 
Grounds team recently to try and capture what is critical to address for the operations of the church, and 
where we see long term needs coming up.  There will likely be more on this to come, but I do encourage any-
one reading this to please share issues, ideas, or thoughts, on how you see FLC may be most effective in the 
years to come.   

With that I will circle back to Noah planning ahead, and Proverbs 11:14.  Both these ring very true as we look 
to where FLC is going and how we best plan for our upcoming years.  I lean on our Council, Committees, and 
Pastors to help us as First Lutheran plan for our ministry and our facilities but also look to you the congrega-
tion for much needed feedback and input to where you see FLC as well. 

Thank you! 
Steve 



 

 

Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

I just looked back at what I wrote last year in the September 2020 newsletter and saw that I talked about homelessness 
and wanted us to pray and think of ideas of what we could do since the shelters in Moorhead/Fargo were filling up too 
fast. Wow! Look at how far we have come! Our grant will end August 31, and then I will put together a data report to 
share with all of you in the next newsletter, but I wanted to show you a couple things and let you know how much you 
have impacted people’s lives. A man came in today for a little more help with gas as he is still working in town while 
staying in a hotel. He might have to live in his truck for a while to save up enough money for security and first month’s 
rent. We have been helping him with food that has been cooked by members from First Lutheran. Eat Outside the Box 
donates a few meals each week as well. So many of you have donated in many ways and that is why this ministry has 
been thriving. Your donated items are now organized nicely in our office so when we meet with people they can easily 
see what there is that might be helpful to them. Here is a note from this man. He was so thankful for so many things 
but he wrote a special note to those who made and donated the pocket prayer squares. We hand out these pocket 
prayers to everyone who comes in asking for help or who ever needs a prayer. These little crosses are sewn inside this 
fabric (I took it out for picture purposes). Thank you for these; I can tell they bring a sense of comfort to everyone we 
hand it to.  

I was recently presented the Community Spirit Award from United Way, and part of the reason I was nominated was 
because of my involvement in helping the homeless here in Detroit Lakes. Wow what an honor. I wish I could name 
everyone who has had a part in helping those who are in need and are homeless, but there are so many of you. Just by 
being apart of First Lutheran Church you believed in this ministry, and prayed for it and supported it all the way! You all 
deserve to be thanked, because I certainly did not do this alone. I just got to be the lucky one to sit with these individu-
als who are seeking help and get to hopefully bring some sense of hope into their lives.  

Pastor Joe wrote such elegant words about me that were read that evening and the part that sticks out the most is this. 
“Her work ought not only be celebrated, it must be joined. Anything less would be a disservice to the people she serves 
and a disservice to Mackenzie.” 

So, thank you for joining in this ministry and I can’t wait to see what more of an impact we can have in the future.   



 

 

‘Action Corp’ Monthly Hospitality Teams 

Action Corps serves the Coffee Fellowship time on Sunday mornings, provides desserts for funerals and serves other 
congregational events.  

The month you are on Action Corps, you will be called by your Action Corps leader to see when and how you would like to 
participate. For Sunday mornings: You can serve (set-up, serving and/or clean up).   You can donate food items or you can 
donate money to purchase food items.  You will only be called as the need arises for funerals & other events.  

We accomplish big things when everybody does a little bit! Thank You!! 

Each family/person has a 3-month quarter in which they will be called upon for serving. If you know which Sunday you would 
prefer to help serve during Sunday Coffee Fellowship time, please contact your leader and let them know! Call the office, 847-
5656, if you would like to change the season in which you serve. 

October  Leader:   Volunteer Needed 

Charlotte Bergeron 

James & Susan Biewer 

Stefan & Michelle  Bischof 

Clarene Blom 

Patricia Bollig 

Steven & Linda Bollig 

Scott & Susan Busker 

Mark & Janel Christen 

Matthew & Teaira Christen 

Theodore & Lynn Cihak 

Arlen & Brenda Cummings 

Russell & Mavis Davis 

Grace Dunham 

Barry & Judy Fewson 

Eric & Katie Lundmark 

Janelle & Fran Maday 

Kalan & Renee Malchow 

Delroy & Elizabeth Mathison 

LaVerne & Judy Maxwell 

Basil & Myrna Mielke 

Thomas & Phyllis Neuenfeldt 

Carl & Carol Oberholtzer 

Darlene Olson 

Bruce & Judy Palm 

Christopher & Heather Perry 

Les & Norma Perry 

Ruth Price 

Victor & Jean Rolle 

Evelyn Rusten 

Charles & Barb Scherzer 

Thomas & Elizabeth Schroeder 

Daniel & Deborah Sprague 

Beth Tinjum 

Rodger & Marilyn Tinjum 

Dennis & Angela Weaver 

Gaylen & Catharine Weisenburger 

Gregory & Melissa Wokasch 

Samuel & Shelly Foster 

Steven Fuhs 

Louanne Gerdes 

Daniel & Serena Gigstead 

Robert Guetter & Kaitlin Sillerud 

Mark Gunderson 

Robin Hilde 

Sharon Hill 

Darin & Becky Itzen 

Luke & Christine Karlgaard 

Shawn & Candice King 

Dave & Diane Knopf 

Justin & Amy Knopf 

Brian Kotschevar & Sharon Syvertson 

Alan Lunde 

Henrietta Malchow 

Lorraine McCawley 

Brandon & Krystal Meyer 

Brant & LeAnn Mouw 

Debra Nelson 

Nicholas Omberg 

Diana Pearson 

Edna Mae Pearson 

Joseph  & Krista Pihlaja 

Travis & Lindsay Romine 

Rodney & Shirley Searls 

Mark & Carla Solem 

Charles & Joanne Thompson 

Matthew & Mindy Wilson 

Dennis & Mary Lou Anderson 

Verly Anderson 

Claudia & Duane Arne 

Dick & Lonni Beaton 

Steve & Missy Doppler 

Carl & Janice Fingalson 

Barbara Haugen 

Dylan Herman 

James & Carolyn Herman 

Jay Johnson & Anne McKay 

Jan Kvidt 

Curtis & Audrey Listul 

September Leader:  Catie Herman & Marylin Tinjum 



 

 

Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

 

COVID-19 UPDATES AND THE DELTA VARIANT:   

The following information was taken from the Minnesota Department of Health and the CDC websites 8/23/21. 

Vaccines continue to reduce a person’s risk of contracting the virus that cause COVID-19, including The Delta variant.  
Vaccines are highly effective against severe illness, but the Delta variant causes more infections and spreads faster 
than earlier forms of the virus that causes COVID-19. 

New data suggests the Delta variant is different than past versions of the virus and spreads about twice as easily from 
one person to another. With the Delta variant, fully vaccinated people may be able to pass the disease to others. How-
ever, fully vaccinated people are less likely to get infected, and if a vaccinated person gets infected, the illness will like-
ly be mild. The vaccine also greatly reduces the chance of hospitalization and death. 
MDH and CDC recommend everyone, both fully vaccinated and unvaccinated, wear a mask in the following situa-
tions: 

• In public, indoor settings in areas with substantial or high transmission. (As of 8/23/21 Becker County is in the 
high transmission category.) 

• Where there is a high risk of COVID-19 spread or complications from COVID-19 infection, such as schools, 
health care settings, homeless shelters, and correctional facilities. 

• If you are immunocompromised or at an increased risk for severe disease from COVID-19, including older 
adults and those who have certain medical conditions. Immunocompromised people, even if fully vaccinated, 
should talk to their health care providers for other specific recommendations. 

• If you live or frequently interact with someone who is immunocompromised, not fully vaccinated, or at an 
increased risk for severe disease from COVID-19. 

In addition to the above recommendations for everyone, anyone who is not fully vaccinated, including children ages 
2 and older, should continue to wear well-fitted facemasks in the following settings: 

• Indoor public settings 

• Around people from other households 

• Outdoors when social distancing cannot be maintained 

Fully vaccinated people may choose to wear a mask in any situation where it feels needed, regardless of whether 
others around them are masked. 

 

Dear members of FLC,  

The Restart Team is following the current recommendations from the CDC, MDH and our synod.  
The team will be meeting again within the next week.  Watch your emails and bulletins for updates 
from the Restart Team.  We ask for your continued prayers and grace as we make decisions on how 
to proceed with the safety of all members of FLC.   

Denise, FLC Parish Nurse  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MDQuNDQxMDMxOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9uZWVkLWV4dHJhLXByZWNhdXRpb25zL3Blb3BsZS13aXRoLW1lZGlj


 

 

As a member church, giving by individuals and our founda-
tion helped make the Silver Linings housing a reality. Once 
ground is broken, the building will go up to house 55 and 
older community members. This is the age group experienc-
ing the fastest growth in homelessness. 

As extended unemployment benefits and the eviction mora-
torium go away, increased homelessness is expected. To 

help prepare for that, Churches United acquired use of a building to house unaccompanied females (without children) 
so more space at Micah’s Mission could be used for families. They also remodeled former storage space at Micah’s Mis-
sion to provide for families experiencing homelessness, until permanent housing can be attained. 

Dorothy Day House of Hospitality also had a facelift to provide more space for veterans, with beds for those convalesc-
ing from medical treatment. 

A church provided funding to pay for the annual picnic on August 12th. It was a beautiful day at Gooseberry Park, en-
joyed by staff, residents, supporting church members, and the community.  

The Gourmet Soup Kitchen fundraiser is November 11, from 6 PM to 9 PM at the Holiday Inn on 13th Avenue S. All are 
welcome. 

Current needs at Churches United: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These or any monetary donations can be delivered to 1st Lutheran’s office or Micah’s Mission. 

 An Update From 

• Aloe Vera 

• Tylenol 

• Cold Packs 

• Gatorade 

• Personal Hygiene Items 

• Bug Spray 

• Cough Drops 

• Hot Packs 

• Bath Towels 

• New Pillows 

• Children’s OTC Medication 

• Cough Syrup (alcohol free) 

• Hand Sanitizer (alcohol free) 

• Blankets 

Submit a photo you already have...  

• Bring the photo to church 

• Email it as high resolution as possible to 
melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Schedule a professional photo via 

• The Weekly Update 

• The FLC website 

• The sign up sheet on a Sunday morning 

• Or calling the church office 

First Lutheran Church is in the process of creating a new directory!   
We will have two options for those wanting their photos added to the directory.   

Portrait sittings are available  

September 22, 23, and 26 

Cost for a sitting is $25, which includes an 8x10 
portrait and a digital image for the directory.*  

Portraits will be taken by Laura Wagoner at her 
studio next door to the church at 904 Lake Ave. 

Submit photos for all! 

Students away at college 

Loved ones in care facilities 

ANYONE unable to do so themselves 



 

 

By, Emma Duncan, Youth & Family Ministry Director 

Register ASAP for Sunday/Wednesday School 
online on our website! We cannot wait to get 
started with this year and look forward to seeing 
all of your beautiful faces! 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
TH

 AFTER 10:45AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

Please join us for a celebration! We will have a meal for families as well as  
outdoor games and inflatable games on the lawn. We cannot wait to see you all! 

PRESCHOOLERS: Sunday, September 26th or Wednesday, September 29th will be your Service Project Day! We 
invite parents to participate in this special day for preschoolers where they will complete a project that will help 
different people in our community. This will take place during the normal Sunday/Wednesday School hour. 

Schedule for Wednesdays: 
 5:15 PM—Oasis Meal 
 6:00 PM—Wednesday Worship Service 
 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM—Wednesday School 

Schedule for Sundays: 
 8:30 AM—Traditional Worship Service 
 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM—Sunday School 
 10:45 AM—Contemporary Worship Service 

YOUTH NEEDED TO WORK FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES: text Emma or call church to sign up! 

• Each Wednesday, we need at least 2 volunteers to run our snack shack 

• Help serving breakfast (smoothies and donuts) on September 19th from 9am-11am 

Youth Ditch Clean Up September 26, from 1-3pm!   
We will meet at the church and enjoy ice cream after as a reward for our hard work. 

All 6th-9th graders please register on 
our website under the youth ministry 
page! I am so excited to get this year 
started with all of you! 

ALL youth programming will now take place on Wednesday evenings!  

Schedule for Wednesdays: 
 5:15 PM—Oasis Meal 
 6:00 PM—Wednesday Worship Service 
 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM—Confirmation 



 

 

The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church—Written by Norma Smith 

 

Lutheran World Relief—Fall Drive for School Kits 

We are focusing on the need for school kits that will be 
shipped this fall.  Supplies are now on sale, and the 
need is great. 

Items needed are: 

• Spiral notebooks (70 Sheet) 

• Pencil Sharpeners 

• 24 pkg crayons 

• 12" rulers 

Note:  Not needed at this time:  Scissors, pens, pencils 
& erasers.  Donations can be left in the rec room closet 
behind the curtain. 

Co-Council will meet on Wednesday, September 15 at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room. 

Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday, September 2 at 1:30 PM in the Dining Room. 

Mark & Mary Jensen 

Cole, Kelsey & Sawyer Helbling 

David & Judie Wood 

Robert Guetter & Kaitlin Sillerud 

Gordon & Gretchen Henrikson 

Kelsey Karlen 

Steve Quam 

QUILTS FOR SALE! 

The FLC Quilters have quilts available for sale.  Check 

them out anytime upstairs at the church.  

These members were welcomed on Sunday, August 22nd 

Welcome to Our New Members! 



 

 

RADIO FUND 

In Memory of: Ray Heino 
Given by:  Fern Brown 

Given by:  Delyle & Sandi Willprecht 

Given by:  Darlene Olson 

Given by:  Tallack & Jan Johnson 

Given by:  Rodger & Marilyn Tinjum 

In Memory of: Jerry Price 
Given by:  Karen & Cliff Bimberg 

Given by:  Mackenzie Hamm 

Given by:  Gary & Tanzy Haisley 

In Memory of: Barb Joy 
Given by:  Elyda Handegard 

SOUND & TECH FUND 

In Memory of: Ray Heino 
Given by:  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 

Given by:  Ardys Horner 

In Memory of: Jerry Price 
Given by:  Ardys Horner 

UNSPECIFIED FUND 

In Memory of: Jerry Price 
Given by:  Robert & Debra Remark 

Given by:  Dr. James & Mary Ann Lichtsinn 

AGAPE FUND 

In Honor of: Mackenzie Hamm 
Given by:  Delyle & Sandi Willprecht 

In Memory of: Ray Heino 
Given by:  Lynn & Beverly Hummel 

FOUNDATION FUND 

In Memory of: Jerry Price 
Given by:  Harriet Barret 

In Memory of: Ray Heino 
Given by:  Harriet Barret 

Given by:  Rod & Carolyn Boyer 

GENERAL FUND 

In Memory of: Jerry Price 
Given by:  Del & Garnet Hultgren 

JUBILATE CHOIR FUND 

In Memory of: Ray Heino 
Given by:  LaVerne & Judy Maxwell 

In Memory of: Jerry Price 
Given by:  LaVerne & Judy Maxwell 

In Memory of: Tilly Dybing 
Given by:  Cliff & Karen Bimberg 

KITCHEN FUND 

In Memory of: Ray Heino 
Given by:  Jean & Wayne Benson 

Given by:  Duane & Claudia Arne 

FLC acknowledges with grateful  
appreciation these memorials which  
have been received this past month. 

The Abundance Cart will be parked next to the park-
ing lot doors at First Lutheran.  It will be parked 
there from mid June through September. If you have 
extra produce, you may drop it in the cart for some-
one else to use.  If you need produce, help your-
self.  We would like Wednesdays and Sundays to be 
our target drop off days of the week so the produce 
stays fresh. A free will donation box is attached to 
the cart if you wish to donate.  The donations that 
are collected will be donated to the Becker County 

Food Pantry.  We intend this to be a community outreach project so feel free to tell 
your friends about the Abundance Cart.  



 

 

Update From Trinity Hope 

 

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 ⚫  admin@trinityhope.org  ⚫ (615) 394-4950  

Web Page:  www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook:  trinityhopehaiti 

 

Finding the Aroma of Life in a Dark and Sinful World 
Rev. John Gierke 

“For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are  
perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life.”  

2 Corinthians 2:15-16  

With the news of the recent assassination of Haiti’s President, I reflected on what I had seen in one of my previous trips 
to Haiti. It is true the trip brought smiling children eager for their noon meal and excited to hear about the mercies of 
God, but the trip also brought some eye-opening experiences in the way of civil unrest.  

There is nothing like the stench of burning tires, and I remember it well from this particular visit. 
Riots and violence sparked fires in the streets. The smoke and the aroma of piles of burning tires 
permeated the air from every direction, and there was no getting away from it. Far worse than any 
burning tire you drive around on the interstate, this aroma is one I would compare to a fragrance 
from “death to death.”  

We were unable to get out of town due to the riots. Stranded for an extra day, we began to pray. 
We prayed for a way out and for the safety and sanctuary of our brothers and sisters who remained 
behind. We prayed fervently for those in the community to see the HOPE of Jesus and His light. We 
prayed that His light would shine through the darkness brought to the community not only through 

civil unrest, but something much worse - the darkness of sin and voodoo.  

Seeing the work of Trinity HOPE in action, we also experienced the fragrance of life. We visited the 
schools and surveyed the kitchens. The smoke and the aroma of the pots cooking beans and rice was 
a pleasing one. It was made brighter and more pleasing when joined with the children’s praises and 
prayers of thanksgiving. They lifted their voices to God in thanks for the meal and the HOPE of Jesus 
Christ.  As the children learn of Jesus in school, they learn that His mercy provides nourishment for 
their bodies and their souls. This good news gives HOPE to those living in a dark world. 

Continue to pray for the children and their families as they lead others to Jesus with the HOPE they 
find in knowing He is their Lord and Savior. Even though a religious and political coup was also 
involved in Jesus’ crucifixion and death, He still gave His life for us all. We know there is a “soul-
ution” for every soul. It is in Christ and Christ alone, who offered Himself up as the sacrifice for all people for all time. 
What a difference is made then when we are Christ’s ambassadors in this world sharing His HOPE in word and deed! 

 

News from Trinity HOPE  

 

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.  



 

 

September 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

 

  6:30a  Men’s Bible Study 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 

2 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 
  1:30p  Ruth Circ., Dining Room 

3 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

4 

5 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship 
10:30a  Contemporary Worship 

6 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 
 

 

7 
 

  8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:30a  Rebekah Cir, Dining Rm 
  1:00p  Constitution Mtg 
  2:00p  Rachel Cir, Library 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

8 
 

  6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol Inn 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 

9 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning Com 

   

10 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

11 

12 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Rally Sunday 

Vision Council Installation 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship  
  9:30a  Sunday School 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

 

13 
 

 5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

  

14 
 

  8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  4:00p  Sons of Norway, Din Rm 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

15 
 

Wednesday Schedule 

Rally Wednesday 

 6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
10:00a  Ecumen Worship 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 
  5:15p  Oasis Meal 
  6:00p  Worship Service 
  6:30p  Faith Formation Hour 

16 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 

  

17 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

18 
 
 

19 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship 
  9:30a  Sunday School 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 
  7:00p  7th & 8th Confirm. Orient. 
 

20 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

21 
 

  8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  Worship Team Rehears. 
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

22 
 

  Wednesday Schedule 

  6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 
  5:15p  Oasis Meal 
  6:00p  Worship Service 
  6:30p  Faith Formation Hour 

23 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 
  2:30p  Pastoral Care Mtg 
 
 
 

 

24 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

25 

26 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship Serv. 
  9:30a  Sunday School 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 
  1:00p  Youth Ditch Cleaning 

27 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

28 
 

  8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  5:30p  Vision Council, Dining Rm 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

29 
 

  Wednesday Schedule 

  6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 
  5:15p  Oasis Meal 
  6:00p  Worship Service 
  6:30p  Faith Formation Hour 

30 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 
  4:00p  Personnel Team Mtg. 

1 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

2 

Church  
office  
closed 



 

 

Congregational Staff 
Lead Pastor:  
Pastor Joe Skogmo pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Associate Pastor:  
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Youth and Family Ministry Director 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Support Ministries Coordinator: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Communications  Director: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 30  Issue 3 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published monthly 
and mailed to the members and friends of 
First Lutheran Church. The purpose of this 

publication is to inform the congregation of 
church activities and upcoming events. Arti-
cles for publication are to be submitted to 

the church office by the 20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 
Winter Hours  

(Labor Day to Memorial Day) 
Monday—Friday 

8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Hours  
(Memorial Day to Labor Day) 

Monday—Thursday 
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

Fridays  
8:30 AM to Noon 

 

Office Phone:  847-5656 
Fax Phone:  847-7009 

flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 
Chairman:  Steve Schantzen 

Vice-Chairman: Nathan Olson 
Secretary:  Deanne Udby 

Treasurer:  Chad Carlblom 

Chris Malecka, Scott Sonstegard,  
Tanner Duncan, Carla Solem, Carol Lee, 

& Kari Stattelman 
 

Foundation Board 
President:  Kevin Shipley 

President-Elect: Steve Glunberg 
Secretary:  Patti Cummins 
Treasurer:  Susan Schaffer 

Shar Arvig, Dan Berg, Ryan Manke,  
Les Perry  & Adrienne Buboltz 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 


