
   

 

Volume 28 July 2020 Issue 4 

What’s Inside? 

Calendar Page 13 

Children’s Page 8 

Memorials Page 14-15 

Outdoor Worship Info Page 5 

Pastor’s Post Page  2 

Parish Health Page 7 

Pillars Page 6 

President’s Post Page 3 

WFLC Page 11 

Youth News Page 9 

July Highlights 
Pastor Joe Welcome Sunday July 12th  

Installation of Pastor Joe July 19th 

Contemporary Outdoor Worship Services Have Begun! 
Every Sunday Morning at 10:30 AM 

On the FLC Grass! 
See page 5 for outdoor worship guidelines. 

Welcoming Our  
New Lead Pastor! 

Our new Pastor Joe Skogmo along with 
his family will be arriving in Detroit 

Lakes and joining FLC this month.  Mark 
your calendars for these opportunities 
to meet and greet him and his family! 

 
Sunday, July 12—New Pastor Meet & Greet  
Sunday, July 19—Installation of Pastor Joe 

Please continue to reach out to the church office via email  

or phone if you are in need of anything.  If you are  

calling, please leave a message and we will respond ASAP. 
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 Wow! It’ll be one year this month since I was installed as your Interim Associate Pastor, and it’s certainly been 
an unexpected one!   Thank you for including me as you transitioned - looking back and looking forward, and making 
adjustments in this unexpected season.  And in the midst of all of it – this was an unexpectedly joyful year:  unexpected 
because I wasn’t planning to leave hospice chaplain work – but then your leaders and God called me back to parish 
ministry at First Lutheran Church;   unexpected because you welcomed me right away into your whole family as you 
celebrated your happiest occasions, as well as your saddest ones, and I’ve made many new friends;  unexpected be-
cause who would have thought we’d be living through a pandemic and I’d have to make podcast sermons (!);  unex-
pected (though I should have learned by now that God always has another surprise) joy.     
 Unexpected seems like the norm now, as we reevaluate what normal is.  I was heartbroken years ago when I 
realized my family wasn’t “normal”.   Being part of a family brings many unexpected challenges, as you know!   It can 
be hard to follow Jesus’ command to love each other when we go 
through major challenges, and when we disagree, and see things differ-
ently, and don’t communicate well, and feel hurt by someone’s words 
or actions.    It’s hard to forgive, and to keep our commitment to be 
family.   It can hard for the church family, too, to be united as one in 
Christ.   Many things pull us apart, not just social distancing.  It’s hum-
bling to accept that we’re a bunch of sinners here, we’re a family in 
constant need of grace and learning, no matter how young or how old 
we are.  But – we have the great comfort of knowing that though it cost 
Jesus everything, his grace is freely given to us – and nothing can sepa-
rate us from Jesus’ love!  With that love pouring into us, we can forgive, 
we can listen with an open heart, we can find a way to work together 
on the hard issues and be who God calls us to be.  It’s wonder – full, 
too, when we recognize how God’s Spirit has gifted each of us different-
ly so we can accomplish God’s mission at First Lutheran.   I’ve seen that 
with you this year:  In our transition studies you were honest and open, 
when we shared a Healing Service, many of you told me you felt able to let go of the pain and look forward to our fu-
ture.   When we had to adjust to a pandemic that took away lives, jobs and peace of mind, and forced us to shelter and 
distance from each other, and close our building -- you stayed together to worship as best we could in online and ra-
dio/TV worship, and Bible Studies, and Google and Zoom meetings, and in actions of loving community- caring for your 
neighbors.  Our little ones became Pen Pals and lifted the spirits of others, those who cook made dinners to share, 
those who sewed made masks, those who worked in essential services gave up their safety to help us all.   Those who 
wondered if there was anything they could do – prayed – which was one of the best actions of all. 
 I’m looking forward this month to start a new Season with you and our new Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo!   I’m very 
grateful to be considered for your position of Associate Pastor (on July 21st it will have been 24 years since I was or-
dained as Pastor of Word and Sacrament in the ELCA.)   When I arrived here a year ago, I promised to listen and love 
you and provide stable pastoral care.    It would be an honor to continue this ministry together – and that’s what it’s 
been from the beginning – a ministry we do together, following Jesus, even in unexpected ways. 
 May God be with us as we open our doors safely in the midst of a pandemic, as we open our doors justly find-
ing ways to stand against the evils of racial oppression, and as we open our doors kindly -caring for our beautiful crea-
tion, and more deeply loving each other.  

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.   
~ John 13:34-35 

Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor 
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Greetings and God’s blessing to you,  

As I begin my term as your Vision Council President, I am excited about the year ahead. We are moving forward with 
new pastoral leadership. We have a stable, dedicated staff and a Vision Council that is committed to our mission of 
Opening Doors to Life in Christ. The year will not be without its challenges. We need to navigate how to co-exist with 
COVID and create a new normal. The social injustice that is occurring in our society begs for doing things differently. 
And who knows what other challenge or problem may present itself. Through all the uncertainty and challenges, the 
one constant is God’s love for his people.  

 

Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.  
Psalm 106:1  

The poem below reminds us to be thankful for ALL that God gives us including the challenges. With gratitude, we can 
turn problems into opportunities.  

 
 

 

 

(Poet unknown) 

Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire. 
If you did, what would there be to look forward to? 

Be thankful when you don’t know something., 
For it gives you the opportunity to learn. 

 Be thankful for the difficult times. 
During those times you grow. 

Be thankful for your limitations, 
Because they give you opportunities for improvement. 

Be thankful for each new challenge, 
Because it will build your strength and character. 

 Be thankful for your mistakes. 
They will teach you valuable lessons. 

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, 
Because it means you’ve made a difference. 
It’s easy to be thankful for the good things. 
A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who 

Are also thankful for the setbacks. 
Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive. 
Find a way to be thankful for your troubles, 

And they can become your blessings.  

The Holy Spirit is present in our triumphs and our trials. I ask for your prayers, patience and grace as we navigate this 
year together.  

Update from Jackie Buboltz, FLC Vision Council President 
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The Restart team continues to meet to move forward with what we can do within the state, CDC and Synod 
guidelines. There are many details that go into each type of worship as well as opening the church to differ-
ent functions. The first way we are coming together is the outdoor worship. We have always been good at 
conducting outdoor worship, but this will look and feel different, so we ask for your patience as we learn 
how to do outdoor worship differently in the time of a pandemic. There are many guidelines we are asking 
you to follow for the outside worship for your safety as well as the safety of those around you.  

We will continue to conduct the 8:30 service as a live stream with a limited number of people in the church 
to help conduct the service and broadcast. Although many of us want to come together, participating in 
worship by watching the live broadcast may be the best option for those with underlying medical issues, 
concerned for their safety or concerned about coming together with people outside of their household.  

The Restart Team invites your feedback, questions or concerns as we navigate these unprecedented times 
of how and when we gather again. The Restart Team members include Pastor Lauryl, Karen Bimberg, Cindy 
Bruflodt, Jackie Buboltz, Denise Gaard, MacKenzie Hamm, Diane Ullyot, Carrie Johnston, Bill Henke, Susie 
Reitmeier, and Steve Schantzen. 

Restart Team Update 
Submitted by Jackie Buboltz, Vision Council President 

You might wonder, ‘should I go to church, is it safe’?  Even though we want so desperately to get back to 
‘normal’ life, you might wonder how safe is it to go where many other people might also be going?  The leaders 
and staff at First Lutheran Church want to ensure that you are aware of the risks of coming to worship and we 
also want you to know that it is acceptable to continue to worship from home.   

The CDC and the MN Department of Health are still strongly encouraging those considered at-risk to stay at 
home.  People who are considered at-risk persons are:   

• 65 years of age and older.  

• Living in a nursing home or a long-term care facility.  

• Any age with underlying medical conditions such as: 

− Chronic lung disease, asthma, and serious heart conditions 
− Immunocompromised  
− Severe obesity  
− Diabetes.  
− Chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis.  
− Liver disease  

There are several options to worshipping at FLC.  These options include 8:30 AM Worship by watching the live 
stream on the internet or by listening to the radio broadcast at 10:00 AM, 10:30 AM Outdoor Worship on the 
lawn at FLC or in your car broadcast by transmitter through your car radio, or watch on TV Saturday mornings at 
9:00 on cable channel 14.      

So, please continue to worship with us in one of the various options knowing that your health and safety are 
particularly important to us at FLC.  We as leaders of FLC will understand if you are not with us in person and 
choose to continue to worship from home, that you are with us in spirit.   

Blessings, 
Denise 
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 Outdoor Worship Services have begun again! 
They are held Sundays at 10:30 AM on the FLC lawn! 

We welcome you to join our outdoor worship. There will be two options of worshipping outdoors. Option 1 is to wor-
ship on the green space outside. Option 2 is to remain in your vehicle and tune your car radio to 95.9 for a live broad-
cast of the worship service.  

Worshipping in person in the grassy area outside: 
• We will be using the grassy area, Bell Bank drive though lanes and Lake Street (the street will be closed for our 

service) to ensure we can safely socially distance between family groups.   
• Please park toward the back and near Wells Fargo if you plan to worship outside so those worshipping in the 

cars can be closest to the worship area.  
• Please bring your own chair or blanket.  No chairs will be distributed to minimize the need to clean FLC chairs 

after the service.    
• A volunteer usher will direct you to an area for seating to maintain 6 feet of social distance between family 

groups. You may be sitting in a different area than usual.  
• Bulletins will be available on the FLC website and on the weekly email update, we encourage you to print and 

bring it with you.  A limited number of bulletins will be available for those who need a copy.  
• We ask that you refrain from singing during the service - just sit back and enjoy the Worship Team’s beautiful 

singing.    
• We appreciate your continued giving of offering and will have large containers as you enter or exit the worship 

area for you to drop off your offering.  
• Please plan ahead for bathroom needs as the church building remains closed.   
• You are asked to bring your own food and beverages at this time, there will be no food or beverages provided 

by FLC. 
• For the protection of each other, masks are required when outside of your vehicle.  Remember, the mask we 

wear protects the people we interact with and their mask protects you. 
• We ask that you maintain 6 feet of social distancing between household units. 
• Communion will be distributed the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. When you arrive on a Communion Sun-

day, you will be asked how many people are communing and you will be given a pre-wrapped wafer and juice by 
someone wearing a mask and gloves.  Please wait to open the containers and take communion until appropriate 
time during worship. 

• If inclement weather, the outdoor worship will be cancelled. A text message will be sent as well as being an-
nounced at the 8:30 worship service.  

• Lastly, bring your smiles, love, and patience as we navigate our new normal of worshipping together.  

Worshipping in your car using your car radio to tune into the service: 
• Tune your car radio to FM 95.9 (please note this is a low range frequency and you will only be able to access it 

while near the church building at the time of worship). 
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Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

Hello everyone! 

I want to tell you all I sure do miss seeing your faces and visiting with you all. I am excited for the day we can congre-
gate together safely. But in the time of all this, I sure have enjoyed the many phone calls I have had with many of you! 
If you have not been able to catch me on the phone feel free to call my cell phone anytime to let me know how you are 
doing or I can always fill you in with a story from my crazy life  .   

I know church is not the same as usual, but I sure hope you have been able to enjoy the online or radio service. When 
Pastor Lauryl preaches, she makes me feel like I am right there with her sitting in the pews. We were very fortunate 
that as a church we were already live-streaming our services so this allowed us to seamlessly worship from home. This 
is the safest way to worship currently so please allow yourselves to enjoy the comfort of your couch while worshipping 
with us.  

With that being said, we are also excited to have our Outdoor 10:30 worship service resume. With prac-
ticing safety protocols and social distancing to the best of our abilities, we hope to bring a sense of wor-
ship that many of you have been longing for some time. Seeing your fellow parishioners, worship team, 
Pastor, and physically being on the church lawn brings a sense of belonging that some need and we hope 
you find spiritual healing during this time.  

With Outdoor Service resuming comes the need of extra volunteers. Volunteers are needing to help with 
ushering while social distancing the parishioners to places in our outdoor space.  We are also in need of 
more volunteers to help with Video/Webcasting the 10:30 service.  If you can help with setting up the 
worship area prior to the 10:30 service, we can use your help as well.  If these are areas you would feel 
comfortable helping with, please call me and leave a message on the church answering machine, call my 

cell #, or email me. Also, we understand that your health and safety is always most important so please if you feel stay-
ing at home during this time is best, that is exactly where I want you! I do not want anyone to feel guilty for not volun-
teering!   

Current Family Photos for our computer system have been trickling in and I love seeing them! Thank you and please 
keep them coming. You can email them to me or if you do not have an email address please mail them to the church. 
This is a great way for us to update our computer system so staff and volunteer leaders can become familiar with 
names and faces. I know Pastor Joe will appreciate it.  

Social Justice Update: Even though our doors have been closed, Pastor Lauryl has been availa-
ble by phone for needs in our community. She has been able to help those who are in need of 
food, shelter & gas. Please keep supporting our local food shelf as many people are experienc-
ing financial difficulties and getting help with groceries is a crucial need. If you want to provide 
short term help to those in emergency crisis, please donate financially to First Lutheran 

Church’s Agape Fund. Our closest homeless shelter in Moorhead, Churches United for the Homeless is excepting finan-
cial donations and items as well. Please check out the list and if you would like to drop them off at the church, I will 
personally drive them to Moorhead. Helping Globally through Feed My Starving Children, we have raised $350 so far! 
Keep those donations coming so we can “pack” a pallet of food for children. 

I look forward to hearing from you all at any time! God’s Blessings to you! 

May you find your spiritual and divine gifts given to you and bless them with the world,  
Mackenzie Hamm 
Support Ministries Coordinator 
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Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

One of the ideas developed by the Restart Team was to 
offer an area on the church property that could be 
used for 1 or 2 people at a time, to gather and have a 
peaceful, prayerful time.  This area is located on the 
grassy area, nestled in the evergreen trees, and next to 
the current lovely flower garden which is located off 
the parking lot.  You will find a bench there to sit on, 
some beautiful chimes to listen to, and more flowers to 
enjoy.  We hope that you will take advantage of this 
space during our nice summer days.  Bring your devo-
tions, your bible, or a book and enjoy some time outside.   

Thank you to the outdoor plant team for caring for these hanging plants along with your other outdoor 
duties. Also, thank you to Scott Sonstegard and Bill Henke for assisting me in getting it put together.   

May you feel God’s peace and presence when you are in this space.   

Blessings, 

Denise, Parish Nurse   

FIRST LUTHERAN PEACE GARDEN 

FLC Abundant Grace Garden 
Update—June 2020 

I’m excited to report that FLC Abundant Grace Garden (AGG) has 
been planted, is sprouting and growing and this year our garden 
has a new look! To avoid a lot of weeding, the garden team decid-
ed to use a recycled black mulch between the sweet corn rows and 
a black barrier around planted seeds and sets. The initial laying of 
barrier material over the water lines and seeding into the barrier 
created an interesting learning curve. The water lines were retro-
fitted, tweaked and now are operating. 

Because of Covid – 19 concerns…volunteers worked shifts (small 
teams) and took the necessary precautions when planting. Our 
crops…sweet corn, squash, onions, beans, carrots, cucumbers, and 
peppers look great and soon will need some TLC. We will be spot 
weeding and fertilizing in the next two to three weeks. All volun-
teers are welcomed. Call Jim McCormick 218-234-1303 or Scott 
Sonstegard 218-849-0876 for info on helping. The fresh air and 
enjoying the outdoor atmosphere at Gary and Jonna Goreham’s 
Maple Hills Apple Orchard is free. 

This is FLC AGG eighth year. Each year we produce and donate 
over 2,000# of fresh produce. All produce is either sold at FLC with 
cash donated to the food shelf and all fresh produce is donated to 
Becker County Food Shelf.  
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By, Emma Duncan 

As we all know, we are at a turning point in our country. It can be hard to talk to our kids about race 
and how to overcome our biases, especially in a way that they understand. If this is something that 
has been on your heart, please take the time to click on the link below. I have given you a website that 
has many book options for helping you talk to your kids about race. 

https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/arts-and-culture/g32743703/how-to-talk-to-kids-
about-racism-books/ 

Luther Crest is offering an amazing Summer Camp option! If you are looking for a spiritual and fun virtual 
experience, Luther Crest has just the thing! They are offering an online summer camp through the month of 
July! Registration deadlines are July 3rd, and you will have online worship services, bible studies and activity 
videos! They will even send a “camp kit” with activity supplies! If this is something that interests you, head 
on over to Luther Crest’s website, or contact Emma or Maddie for more information!! 

PARKING LOT COMMUNION SERVICE 
We had a very successful parking lot Communion Service on Sunday, June 21.   

Thank you to all who were able to come and enjoy the service with us! Check out some photos of the service below. 

https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/arts-and-culture/g32743703/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-racism-books/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/arts-and-culture/g32743703/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-racism-books/
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By, Emma Duncan 
By, Maddie Hanson 

Bonfires – We will be holding our annual youth bonfires at FLC this month. Our bonfires will be held in the 
church parking lot each week. With our current situation during COVID, we do have some guidelines on how 
we are going to run these events. Please see more information on these guidelines in Maddie’s email up-
date. Listed below are the dates and times scheduled for our bonfires. We hope to see you there! 

□ Wednesday, July 15th @ 7pm – 10th Graders 
□ Wednesday, July 22nd @ 7pm – 9th Graders 
□ Wednesday, July 29th @ 7pm – 8th Graders  
□ Wednesday, August 5th @ 7pm – 7th Graders 
□ Wednesday, August 12th @ 7pm – 6th Graders 
□ Wednesday, August 19th @ 8pm – 11th & 12th Graders 

10th Grade Confirmation – Our 10th graders are meeting with their mentors over the summer months to prepare for 
Confirmation this fall. We will be having a check in meeting on Wednesday, July 15th @ 6pm to see how our mentor 
meetings are going and to discuss some important information leading up to Confirmation. We will also be having a 
bonfire immediately following our meeting for those who would like to stay. 

Mission Trips  2020 – Unfortunately we have had to cancel our mission trip to Portland, OR and Du-
luth, MN this summer due to COVID. Although we cannot travel this summer, we will be getting our 
mission trip youth together towards the end of July for some community-based service projects. 
More information to come! 

Confirmation Classes – With lots of uncertainty around schools, classes, and gatherings we are unsure about how this 
Confirmation year will look. We have decided as a church to wait until the schools announce what their plans are for 
classes this fall to make a decision about our Faith Formation programs. We are currently planning for a regular school 
year, but are making preparations for online classes in case we cannot hold in-person classes. More information will be 
announced in August. Thank you for your patience and understanding! 

Altar and Radio Memorials 
With radio services being of upmost  
importance and the only way some 
people are able to worship with us, 

radio memorials are more  
important than ever.  Also, with the 

contemporary worship service  
restarting flower memorials would 

also be greatly appreciated.   

DONATIONS  

NEEDED! 
Churches United is in 

need of  donation 
items.  All items can be 
left at the church in the 

bin outside the back 
doors off of  the church 

parking lot.  Please 
leave all items in a bag 
with a note indicating 

that they are for 
Churches United. 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION SUMMER BOOK STUDY  
This will be a challenging one, I think, for us all, but also a very good and timely book for us. Hopefully we’ll 
have a diverse group of our Christian family to talk and listen and ponder what we can do next about racial 
oppressions. The book costs $22.00, and you can order your own, or we can order for you. We plan to 
begin our online, and/or in person, safely distanced meetings, beginning mid-July at a date and time that 
works best for all who are interested. Please call the church office to sign up, and let us know if you need a 
book by calling 218-847-5656. We’re looking forward to seeing you!  More information about the book is 
below. 

Understanding and Dismantling Racism:  
The Twenty-First Century Challenge to White America 

By, Joseph Barndt (Author) 
 

More than 15 years have passed since Joe Barndt wrote his influential and wide-
ly acclaimed Dismantling Racism (1991, Augsburg Books). He has now written a 
replacement volume – powerful, personal, and practical – that reframes the 
whole issue for the new context of the twenty-first century.  

With great clarity Barndt traces the history of racism, especially in white Ameri-
ca, revealing its various personal, institutional, and cultural forms. Without de-
monizing anyone or any race, he offers specific, positive ways in which people in 
all walks, including churches, can work to bring racism to an end. He includes the 
newest data on continuing conditions of People of Color, including their progress 
relative to the minimal standards of equality in housing, income and wealth, ed-
ucation, and health. He discusses current dimensions of race as they appear in 
controversies over 9/11, New Orleans, and undocumented workers. Includes 
analytical charts, definitions, bibliography, and exercises for readers. 

LET'S SUPPORT FMSC IN THIS TIME OF NEED  

FMSC has announced the cancellation of all planned events 
through September due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It is the best 
way to ensure the safety of its workers and the safety of its volun-
teers.  This means that the mobile pack planned for September in 
Detroit Lakes is cancelled. 

With this news, we ask that you keep FMSC and its mission in your prayers. The need has not gone away 
and in fact is even greater. 

With that being said, let’s mobilize our faith community to raise money to help support the FMSC mis-
sion. With a donation of $1,866, we can pack a virtual pallet, which is 7,464 meals and can feed 22 chil-
dren for a year. Let’s make it our mission to help FMSC continue to feed those who count on them. 

If you would like to donate, please make your check out to FLC and put FMSC in the memo 
line.  Donations can be mailed to First Lutheran Church, 912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501. 
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It has been a long time since I have been able to send Greetings to all of 
you.  My hope is that you all have stayed well. 
 
All scheduled events listed in our Circle books so far have not happened.  

Co-Council has not met during this time as no alternate plans can be 

made.  The LWR pickup has been rescheduled for the week of July 13.  

School kits are greatly needed.  All completed kits and finished quilts 

were sent last fall.  Possibly shipping can be done 

in December from Wadena.   

Watch for school supplies if they become availa-

ble the first part of July.  School supplies needed 

for kits include: 70-sheet notebooks of wide or 

college ruled paper, 30-centimeter rulers, pencil 

sharpeners, blunt scissors, unsharpened #2 pen-

cils with erasers, black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink), boxes of 16 or 24 crayons, 2 ½” eras-

er. 

Each of us can assemble Personal Care kits at home.  I have been working on layettes.  The 
only changes in the new LWR book was – No more fleece blankets and any soap collected 
should be used in kits. 
 

Information from the  Synod Board is not encouraging either.  The 
NWMN Synod Women's Convention scheduled for September 18th and 
19th is cancelled.  The Fall Conference gathering at Cormorant Lutheran is 
also cancelled and the Triennial Convention too.  If you were elected as a 
delegate, you will receive an email from churchwide with information.  All 

events will be planned for 2021.  We are asked to continue sending offerings to our Treasur-
er, Terry Pipko, 323 49th Ave SW, Moorhead  56560. 
 

Until I write again Take care, Stay safe, and God bless each of you. 
Norma Smith 

The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church 

Written by Norma Smith 
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Update From Trinity Hope 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.  

 

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 ⚫  admin@trinityhope.org  ⚫ (615) 394-4950  

Web Page:  www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook:  trinityhopehaiti 

 

We are all in this Together! 
Written by Lars Helland 

How many times have you heard or read “We are all in this Together?”  The COVID-19 
has impacted the entire world.  Our part of the world is more focused on where we 
live and Haiti.  Eternal Shepherd, Seneca, SC helped start the schools in Pas Bonbon 
and Rocky Road in the Central Plateau of Haiti.  Trinity HOPE was already well 
established in the area and the growth of the Church in all of Haiti is blessed every 
day by the Trinity HOPE feeding program. When the COVID-19 became a pandemic, 
we were extremely concerned about our sister congregations in Haiti.  I contacted 
Pastor Walta Clercius and asked what we could do to help. He replied they needed 
money for school supplies and personal hygiene supplies.  Within two weeks they 
purchased and distributed 50 handmade “spigot” buckets and antibacterial soap to 
provide a solution to washing their hands at home.  Keep in mind, very few have 
water available in their house, and they must travel to a common well and carry jugs 
of water home.   

How are the children being fed when the schools had to shut down?  Pastor Walta 
shared that Trinity HOPE provided the raw ingredients to each family, enough for a 
month.  They have since duplicated that distribution as the virus continued to be a 
threat.  “We can thank Trinity HOPE for their blessings. People in Pas Bonbon did not 
have anything to eat. Praise God, they receive food from Feeding Program. The 
situation of Haiti become worst. No Hope for people who do not have Christ. In fact, 
seven years ago, you needed around 40 gourdes (Haitian money) for 1 US dollars. 
Today we need 107 gourdes for 1 US dollars. We have extreme poverty in Haiti. When 
an institution like Trinity Hope is blessing us, we really appreciate that. Trinity Hope is 
saving life in Pas Bonbon and Rocky Road. The Government does not know Rocky 
Road but, you in USA are helping the people there. You are doing a very good Job. You are saving life by feeding and 
educating. By feeding and educating, you are evangelizing, and more people receive Christ.” 

The number of people infected by the virus in the Central Plateau is very low.  They practice good hygiene and social 
distancing.  The pictures show the family members patiently waiting to receive the food, the filling of the bags to take 
home, and the hand washing buckets.   

Thank you, Trinity HOPE.  You are blessed to be a blessing!  To God Be the Glory! 
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July 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

 

    

2 
 

      
 
 
  

3 
 

  

4 
 
 

5 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

  8:30a   Traditional Online Wship 
 10:30a  Contemporary Worship 

6 
 

  

7 8 9 10 11 
 
 

  
 
  

12 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Pastor Joe Welcome Sunday 

  8:30a   Traditional Online Wship 
 10:30a  Contemporary Worship 

13 
 

  

14 15 
 

 8:30a 10th Grade Youth Bonfire 
 6:00p Confirmation Check-In Mtg 

16 17 18 
 
 

19 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
Pastor Joe Installation Sunday 

  8:30a   Traditional Online Wship 
 10:30a  Contemporary Worship 

20 21 22 
 

8:30a  9th Grade Youth Bonfire 
23 

   
 
  
 

 
 
 

24 25 
 

 
 
 

26 
 

Sunday Schedule 

  8:30a   Traditional Online Wship 
 10:30a  Contemporary Worship 

27 28 29 
 

8:30a  8th Grade Youth Bonfire 
30 1 2 
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 First Lutheran Church acknowledges with 
grateful appreciation these memorials which 

have been received this past month. 

BECKER COUNTY FOOD PANTRY FUND 

In Memory of: Walt Christiansen  
Given by:  Harriett Barrett 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY FUND 

In Memory of: Orlan Kvistero  
Given by:  Rick & Shan Manke 

In Memory of: Emil Dunham  
Given by:  Grace Dunham & Family 

In Honor of: Charlotte Hoeglund  
Given by:  Lynn & Beverly Hummel 

FOUNDATION FUND 

In Memory of: Walt Christiansen  
Given by:  Lynn & Beverly Hummel 

In Memory of: Alice Strand  
Given by:  Mike & Dianne Fillmore 
  Rhoda Hooper 

In Memory of: Emil Dunham   
Given by:  Lynn & Beverly Hummel 
  Dennis & Mary Lou Anderson 

In Memory of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Mike & Dianne Fillmore 
  Scott & Kathy Tunseth 
  Allyce Halverson 
  Jim & Paulette Dew 
  Ardys Horner 
  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 

In Memory of: Beverly Peterson 
Given by:  Mike & Dianne Fillmore 

In Memory of: Orlan Kvistero 
Given by:  Lynn & Beverly Hummel 

In Memory of: Ole Olson 
Given by:  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 

GENERAL  FUND 

In Memory of: Mike Reitmeier  
Given by:  Cliff & Karen Bimberg 

In Memory of: Beverly Peterson  
Given by:  Rick & Shan Manke 

In Memory of: Ole Olson  
Given by:  Henrietta Malchow 
  Doris Lehmann 

JUBILATE CHOIR FUND 

In Memory of: Alice Strand  
Given by:  Marlys Douglas 

JUBILATE CHOIR FUND (CONT.) 

In Memory of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Henrietta Malchow 
  Gene & Eloyce Gaffney 
  Fern Brown 
  Tanzy & Gary Haisley 
  Cliff & Karen Bimberg 
  Rick & Shan Manke 

In Memory of: Emil Dunham  
Given by:  Cliff & Karen Bimberg 
  Grace Dunham & Family 

In Memory of: Deanne Frarck  
Given by:  LaVerne & Judy Maxwell 

In Memory of: Ole Olson  
Given by:  Madalyn Sukke 

  Laverne & Judy Maxwell 
Memory of: Darlene Eberhardt  

Given by:  Laverne & Judy Maxwell 

KITCHEN FUND 

In Memory of: Emil Dunham  
Given by:  Grace Dunham & Family 

In Memory of: Alice Strand  
Given by:  Duane & Claudia Arne 

In Memory of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Les & Glenette Olson 
  Ted & Lynn Cihak 

In Memory of: Walt Christiansen  
Given by:  Tanzy & Gary Haisley 
  Fern Brown 
  Mike & Dianne Fillmore 
  Rick & Shan Manke 
  Sue Christensen 
  Patti Cummins 
  Ardys Horner 
  Jean & Wayne Benson 
  First Lutheran Quilters 
  Duane & Claudia Arne 
  Saundra & Kenneth Blauert 
  Lorraine McCawley 
  Dianna Coolidge 
  Martin & Luan Bjornson 
  Jerry & Pat Kendall 
  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 

In Memory of: Doris Dahlsad  
Given by:  Fern Brown 

In Memory of: Ole Olson  
Given by:  Duane & Claudia Arne 
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 First Lutheran Church acknowledges with 
grateful appreciation these memorials which 

have been received this past month. 

KITCHEN FUND 

In Memory of: Orlan Kvistero  
Given by:  Fern Brown 
  Tallack & Janice Johnson 
  Pat Magnusson 
  Wayne & Jean Benson 
  Ted & Holly Heisserer 
  Patti Cummins 
  Lorraine McCawley 
  Dorothy Haverkamp 

MUSIC PROGRAM FUND 

In Memory of: Beverly Peterson  
Given by:  Tanzy & Gary Haisley 

In Memory of: Mary Andrews  
Given by:  Tanzy & Gary Haisley 

In Memory of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Ted & Holly Heisserer 

QUILTER’S FUND 

In Memory of: Emil Dunham  
Given by:  Grace Dunham & Family 

In Honor of: Charlotte Hoeglund  
Given by:  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 
  Cliff & Karen Bimberg 

RADIO  FUND 

In Memory of: Jon Horner 
Given by:  Marlys Douglas 
  Alan Hagen 
  Ruth Olson 
  Jim & Paulette Dew 
  Elyda Handegard 
  Edna Mae Pearson 

In Memory of: Walt Christensen  
Given by:  Sue Christensen 

In Memory of: Doris Dahlsad 
Given by:  Grace Dunham 

In Memory of: Beverly Peterson 
Given by:  Tallack & Janice Johnson 

In Honor of: Charlotte Hoeglund’s 100th Birthday 
Given by:  Charlotte Hoeglund 

In Memory of: Ole Olson 
Given by:  Del & Garnet Hultgren 
  Tallack & Janice Johnson 

In Memory of: Orlan Kvistero 
Given by:  Marilyn Hedstrom 

SOUND & TECH FUND 

In Memory of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Dave & Beve Melgaard 

In Memory of: Emil Dunham  
Given by:  Cliff & Karen Bimberg 
  Grace Dunham & Family 

In Memory of: Beverly Peterson  
Given by:  Dave & Beve Melgaard 
  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 

In Memory of: Ole Olson 
Given by:  Cliff & Karen Bimberg 

UNSPECIFIED 

In Memory of: Philip Tomlinson  
Given by:  Patti Cummins 

In Memory of: Walt Christiansen  
Given by:  DeLyle & Sandi Willprecht 
  Delroy & Liz Mathison 
  Edna Mae Pearson 
  James & Beverly Elletson 
  Loren & Kathy Hamre 
  LeRoy Hamre 
  Jan Tinjum 
  Russ & Mavis Davis 

In Memory of: Jon Horner  
Given by:  Kent & Connie Carlson 
  Sharron Wolf 
  Delroy & Liz Mathison 

  Joan Westlake 

In Memory of: Orlan Kvistero  
Given by:  Delroy & Liz Mathison 

In Memory of: Beverly Peterson  
Given by:  Edna Mae Pearson 

In Memory of: Charyl Hahn  
Given by:  Patti Cummins 

In Memory of: Dave Eiesland’s Brother 
Given by:  Sharron Wolf 

VISITATION MINISTRY FUND 

In Memory of: Phyllis Jensen  
Given by:  Pastor Lauryl Ivers 

YOUTH FUND 

In Memory of: Beverly Peterson  
Given by:  Dave & Elaine Hedman 

In Memory of: Orlan Kvistero  
Given by:  Dave & Elaine Hedman 
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Congregational Staff 
Interim Associate Pastor:  
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Children’s Ministry Director: 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Director of Youth Ministry: 
Maddie Hanson maddie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

KidsFirst Preschool Director: 
Diane Ullyott diane@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Support Ministries: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Communications: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 28  Issue 4 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published 
monthly and mailed to the members 
and friends of First Lutheran Church.  
The purpose of this publication is to 
inform the congregation of church   

activities and upcoming events.         
Articles for publication are to be      

submitted to the church office by the 
20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  8:30 - 4:00 

Fridays:  8:30 - 12:00 
Office Phone:  847-5656 

Fax Phone:  847-7009 
flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 

www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 

President:  Jackie Buboltz 
President-Elect: Steve Schantzen 

Secretary:  Catie Herman 
Treasurer:  Chad Carlblom 

Chris Malecka, LeAnn Mouw,        
Nathan Olson, Nathan Mork,  
Carol Lee, & Kari Stattelman 

 
Foundation Board 

Kevin Shipley, Susan Busker, Susuan 
Schaffer, Dan Berg, Patti Cummins,  

Ryan Manke, Mason Pender, 
Adrienne Buboltz, & Steve Glunberg 


