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October Highlights 
Confirmation Sunday October 6th  

New Member Wednesday October 9th 

New Member Sunday October 13th 

Youth Pancake Breakfast October 13th 

Flu Shot Clinic October 20th 

Blood Pressure Checks 

October 20, 2019 

9:30 AM – 10:30 AM 

Church Office 

November 
Newsletter Deadline: 
Thursday, October 23 

No Oasis or Faith Formation 

Wednesday, October 16 

We will still be having Worship at 6:00 PM 

**TIME CHANGE** 

Wednesday, October 2 

Wednesday Worship Service will begin at 

6:00 PM  
and will continue at that time the rest of the year. 

All other Wednesday night activities will begin at the same time 

 

 

 

Please Join Us for 

Sunday, October 6 
at 1:00 PM 
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Thank you, my First Lutheran Church family, for the blessings we’ve shared in our first two months 
together!   In addition to being very actively engaged at church, I was able to attend the Annual NW Minne-
sota Synod of ELCA Theological Conference with other pastors and ministry leaders in our Synod September 
15-17th.     This was our first conference with our new Bishop Bill Tesch, and we heard his emphasis on Faith-
fulness, Authenticity, and Loving:   Faithfulness with God’s Word and Worship, and our Mutual Ministries 
with each other;   Authenticity in honestly and humbly being both the gifted and broken people God calls 
family;  and truly Loving each other – in words, and in following through to see how our love is making the 
difference Jesus calls forth in us.   Bishop Tesch introduced a different Synod Staff structure that we’ll learn 
more about:  when congregations and pastors in our Conference area have questions for the Synod, we will 
contact our “Synod Minister for Community and Leader Engagement”.  She is Senior Pastor Genelle Netland, 
from Calvary Lutheran Church in Bemidji, and on Sunday, October 6th, from 2:00 – 3:00, we’re invited to 
attend a “Pie with the Bishop” gathering at Pastor Netland’s church in Bemidji.    At First Lutheran Church, we 
will also continue working closely with Pastor Keith Zey in our Call Process.   

I’m listening, praying, and learning a lot with you.   I’m learning that we have a congregation filled 
with people who love Jesus and care for each other and our community…, people who want to learn more 
about our faith and enjoy getting together to worship and study and have fun …., and youth who have lots of 
energy and curiosity!   I’m also learning that we are people who have many different feelings about things 
that have happened at First Lutheran Church over the past year – and really, over the past many years.   I’m 
hearing that you are grieving the loss of beloved pastors;   some of us are feeling betrayed or hurt – by pas-
tors, by staff, by media, by leaders, by the Synod.. and by each other as we take sides….;  some of us are an-
gry about how things were handled….. or not handled….; most of us feel we’ve grown stronger as we’ve 
worked together……   And we’re trying to find our way through this challenge to our Church, our relation-
ships, and our mission, as a whole Christian family.    It’s not easy, in fact it’s really hard.   It will take time, 
and grace, and rebuilding of trust.    It will take listening to each other, and forgiving each other, and praying 
for each other and for all the pastors we were privileged to know and love.    It will take believing that we are 
God’s people, who have been given a good purpose for this very time in this very community.   With Jesus’ 
Spirit guiding First Lutheran Church, we will listen, learn, forgive, heal, renew our commitment to God and 
each other, grow stronger, and be the abundant blessings in our families, our church, our communities, and 
our nation that God created us to be.  Amen?! 

 

 

 

“Don’t be afraid, I have redeemed you;  I have called you by name, you are mine.  When you 

go through these waters, I will be with you…..for I am the Lord your God, the Holy One, your 

Savior…. because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you.”   (Isaiah 43:1-4) 

Please know, I’m here if you want to talk.  In Christian love,                                         
                                      Pastor Lauryl  

Lauryl’s Report 
By Interim Pastor Lauryl Ivers 
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“But you Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.”    
---Psalm 86:15 

As God loves us, we show our love to those in need. On Saturday, September 15, our community came togeth-
er through the Feed My Starving Children opportunity.  Although our original commitment was to pack 
101,000 meals – due to our overwhelming support of volunteers – we accepted their challenge and packed 
108,864 meals!!  Through the hearts from this church and our community – 493 volunteers showed up re-
sulting in this very successful event.  A huge thank you goes out to the Detroit Lake Community and Cultural 
Center for giving us the perfect space.  As we debrief and process -  we need to decide if we do it next year 
and is September the best time to hold the event?  Do we increase our commitment and plan to pack more 
meals and raise more money? You are invited to share your thoughts!  But doesn’t it feel good to know our 
efforts will feed 298 children for a YEAR? 

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”    --Hebrews 11:1 

For several months, I have shared my thoughts on interims, transition and preparing for the future of calling 
new pastoral leadership for First Lutheran. The plans for a congregational self-study are finally in place.  A 
letter and schedule have been shared encouraging and inviting all to participate… I have faith you will take ad-
vantage of all the opportunities to use your voice and assist in the process.  Ultimately, the goal of your leader-
ship is to represent YOU – that can best be done when you let US know your thoughts, needs and ideas. Please 
attend and feel free to visit with me, a pastor, a member of the Vision Council or a transition team member.  

The current Vision Statement of First Lutheran Church:  [our ultimate goal] 
“We are God’s Children Opening Doors 

Inviting all people into a relationship with Jesus Christ 
Equipping them through growth in faith, and 

Sending them out to serve all of God’s creation” 

The FLC Mission Statement:             “…Opening doors to life Christ.” 

When the congregation was surveyed a few years ago and the Vision 2020 was defined, the number one goal 
was “Radical Hospitality!”  Please read Pastor Lauryl’s article in this newsletter about a Hospitality Team being 
formed at First Lutheran. This trained team would represent FLC and be an intentional welcoming and inviting 
group each time we ‘open our doors.’   

Do you have the gift of hospitality?  Do you enjoy greeting people and letting them know you are glad to see 
them? Do you want to share your love for Jesus? You are invited to be a part of this team!! Please let Macken-
zie, Pastor Lauryl or me know if you would like more information and be part of the “Welcome to FLC” team.   

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord. “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me and I will listen to you.  You 
will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found in you,” declares the Lord.   

--Jeremiah 29: 11-14 

We Pray and Trust the Journey,  
Cindy Bruflodt 

Update from Cindy Bruflodt, Vision Counsel Church President 
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Many,

 
in fact, 500 
pairs of small, 
medium, and 
large hands,  
assembled 
meals during 
three 2-hour 
shifts. 

Much was needed: $24,000.  Much Was Given:  MORE THAN ENOUGH! 
Volunteers were needed.  500 VOLUNTEERS ANSWERED THE CALL! 

Many children are starvng and will receive 108,864 MEALS THAT WERE PACKED IN DL! 

Look what parked next to the Community Center on 
September’s Friday the 13th  (and 14th)! 

 

In two hours flat, a Community Center room transcended from a 
basketball court to a food court with many facets. 
 

With the help of Chris Borgman and his mighty forklift, tons of 
food supplies, packaging, and equipment were transferred from 
the Feed My Starving Children truck to teams that set up specif-
ic work stations. 

“The Sealer’s”  
duty was to add 

labels to each bag 
that was used for 

packing food. 
 

18,000+ bags were 
labeled Friday 

evening and Satur-
day. 

                

 
Some helped set up 

the Market-
place, which of-
fered a beautiful 

variety of gift items 
for sale.  These 

were crafted in far-
away countries 

across the globe. 

 
A bird’s eye view 
of the Feed My 
Starving Children  
work stations, bulk 
food supplies . . . 
 
 

Instructional work 
station          
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September 19, 2019 

Brothers and Sisters of First Lutheran Church,  

Recent articles in the newsletter have informed you of opportunities to share your thoughts, feelings, and ideas in 
preparation for the calling of new pastoral leadership. The synod strongly recommends utilizing this interim/ transition 
period to allow a congregation time to remember, to heal, to celebrate and to dream. With that in mind, the Vision 
Council assembled a transition team of the personnel chair, Shawn Nygaard, personnel team member - Terry Kemmer, 
president elect - Jackie Buboltz, and me - council president.  The transition team has been working with Pastor Lauryl, 
Pastor Gary and Susie to develop a strategy and timeline for a congregational self-study. We are excited to present the 
topics, dates and times with an invitation and encouragement to participate.  

A four-part self-study will be held during the weeks of October 6th; October 20th; November 3rd and November 17th. 
There will be a different topic each week, but the meetings are scheduled for the same times:  Sunday morning at 
9:35am between worship services, Monday evening at 7pm, Wednesday at 6:45pm following worship and during 
faith formation, and Thursday at Noon.  The forums will be held in the Library, except for Monday evening which will 
be held in the conference room. Please mark your calendars and make plans to attend all the topic discussions…find 
the time that works best for you. Each forum will have a facilitator to assist and guide the conversation.  Your thoughts, 
ideas and suggestions from these meetings will be used in the selection of our next pastor.  

The first study is scheduled for Sunday, October 6th at 9:35am with “Our history and stories at First Lutheran Church- 
How we came to this church and faith home.”  Each of us has a story of how we came to First Lutheran and how this 
church and its people have influenced and shaped our lives. Additional meetings on this topic will be Monday, October 
7 at 7pm, Wednesday, October 9 at 6:45pm and noon on Thursday, October 10th. 

“Naming our needs and healing our hurts” will be flushed out during the second study scheduled the week of October 
20th with the same days and times.  The purpose is to focus on our hurts and needs at FLC and to just listen to each oth-
er – without judgement and without trying to fix it. All are invited to this open and candid opportunity to grieve and to 
heal. 

During the week of November 3rd, the study topic is “What’s happening at First Lutheran Church now? What is inspir-
ing our faith in Christ that we want to continue doing?”  The meeting times and locations will remain the same on 
Sunday, November 3rd; Monday, November 4th; Wednesday, November 6th and Thursday, November 7th.  The topic 
fully defines the intention of this time together. We want to honor, celebrate and ‘toot our horn’ for all the amazing 
ministries offered at FLC, realizing what it took to put them into place and validate what we do best. 

Finally, “Where is God leading First Lutheran Church?  What is our hope for our future here?”  During our study week 
of November 17th, we will have the opportunity to hope and dream about how and what we see for the future of First 
Lutheran. Where is the Spirit leading us in worship, mission and service in our church and in our community? Please, 
take this time to be part of these brainstorming sessions on Sunday, November 17th; Monday, November 18th; Wednes-
day, November 20th and Thursday, November 21st. 

Members of the Vision Council, the transition team, Pastor Lauryl and I want to thank YOU all for your patience as we 
continue to trust the journey.  Please use your voice and participate. If you are not able to attend but wish to share – 
please contact one of us – we want to hear from you. 

God’s Peace,  
Cindy Bruflodt   
Vision Council President 
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CONGREGATION SELF STUDY SCHEDULE 

Transition Study Part 1: 

Our History & Stories at FLC 
How we came to this church and faith home. 
Opportunities to listen & share for this study are: 

Sunday, October 6 9:35 AM FLC Library 

Monday, October 7 7:00 PM FLC Conference Room 

Wednesday, October 9 6:45 PM FLC Library 

Thursday, October 10 NOON FLC Library 

Transition Study Part 2: 
What Are, Have Been, And Continue to be Our Hurts Here? 

What are our needs for healing at First Lutheran Church. 
Opportunities to listen & share for this study are: 

Sunday, October 20 9:35 AM FLC Library 

Monday, October 21 7:00 PM FLC Conference Room 

Wednesday, October 23 6:45 PM FLC Library 

Thursday, October 24 NOON FLC Library 

Transition Study Part 3: 
Present Day – What’s Happening at FLC Now? 

What’s inspiring our faith in Christ that we want to continue doing? 
Opportunities to listen & share for this study are: 

Sunday, November 3 9:35 AM FLC Library 

Monday, November 4 7:00 PM FLC Conference Room 

Wednesday, November 6 6:45 PM FLC Library 

Thursday, November 7 NOON FLC Library 

Transition Study Part 4: 

Where is God Leading FLC? 
What is your hope for our future here? 

Opportunities to listen & share for this study are: 

Sunday, November 17 9:35 AM FLC Library 

Monday, November 18 7:00 PM FLC Conference Room 

Wednesday, November 20 6:45 PM FLC Library 

Thursday, November 21 NOON FLC Library 
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CALLING FOR NOMINATIONS 
October 2019 

 

During pastoral vacancies, churches traditionally appoint Call Committees to assume the responsibilities of 

reviewing the mobility papers of interested pastoral applicants, interviewing the potential candidates, coordi-

nating meet-and-greet activities, and finally recommending the selected candidate for the approval of the 

congregation at a special congregational meeting.   

Leadership at First Lutheran is anticipating the design of a Call Committee and requesting that the congrega-

tion participate in the development of a pool of names of congregational members who would be considered 

potential Call Committee members.  Therefore, you are being asked to submit your name or the names of 

other congregational members you think would represent First Lutheran well as the search for permanent 

pastoral leadership begins—you are welcome to submit several nominations.   

Some qualifications and expectations for members of the Call Committee that you should consider prior to 

nominating include: 

• A voting member in “good standing” of First Lutheran Church with a dedication and commitment to the 
process of calling pastoral leadership 

• A team player with an open mind and heart to hear God’s will for His church here at First Lutheran in De-
troit Lakes 

• A congregational member who will reflect the diversity of the congregation in age, gender, ministry in-
volvement, and length of membership 

• A congregational member with a willingness to be flexible and available for necessary meetings, site trav-

el, interviews, and other tasks throughout the call process that could last 6 to 12 months or longer. 

To further assist in your process of nominating potential Call Committee members, the following six age cate-

gories have been designed to assure age diversity: 

 

 

 

       Please complete and clip the nomination form below and return to the church office! 

 

 

Nomination:  ______________________________________ 

Tell us about your nominee: 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Confirmed to age 25 
2. Age 26 to 35 
3. Age 36 to 45 

4. Age 46 to 55 
5. Age 56 to 65 
6. Age 66 and older 

Nominations are due on or before   
Friday, October 25, 2019 

Thank you for your nomination               
and for participating!  

  Nominated By: 

  __________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________ 

Email:   _____________________________ 
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WHERE DO YOU FEEL CALLED?  

We have lots of opportunities for you to use your gifts, talents & time 

here at First Lutheran Church. 

I will be sending a sign-up through email, text & table in Narthex on 

the different ministries where volunteers are needed. Please provide 

your email & cell phone to the front office if you don’t already receive 

emails or texts from First Lutheran as this is one of the easiest and fast-

est ways for you to receive the most current information from us.  

Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

We will have new members’ classes 
on Sunday, September 29th and Sun-
day, October 6th at 5:30pm in the FLC 
Dining Room. We will provide a light 
supper and each class will last an 

hour. You pick one or the other, depending on your schedule. 

New Member Welcome Services will be on Wednesday, October 
9th at 6:15pm and Sunday, October 13th at either the 8:30 or 
10:45am service.  Again, you pick which service you’d like to be 
welcomed in.  If you are interested in becoming a new member 
please contact the office to pick up forms.  

Coming Up! November is our Food Panty Volunteer 

Month. First Lutheran Church provides 2 to 3 peo-

ple to help out on the Tuesday’s and Thursday’s 

throughout the month of November. Prayerfully 

consider this ministry to our com-

munity and sign up on the sheet in 

the white binder in the church 

Our next Kitchen Team Meeting 
is October 2nd at 1:30 PM 
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Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Pneumonia and your lungs 
Pneumonia is an infection that inflames the air sacs in one or both lungs. The air sacs may fill with fluid or pus (purulent 
material), causing cough with phlegm or pus, fever, chills, and difficulty breathing. A variety of organisms, including 
bacteria, viruses and fungi, can cause pneumonia.  Pneumonia can range in seriousness from mild to life-threatening. It 
is most serious for infants and young children, people older than age 65, and people with health problems or weak-
ened immune systems. 
Symptoms 
The signs and symptoms of pneumonia vary from mild to severe, depending on factors such as the type of germ caus-
ing the infection, and your age and overall health. Mild signs and symptoms often are similar to those of a cold or flu, 
but they last longer. 
Signs and symptoms of pneumonia may include: 
• Chest pain when you breathe or cough 
• Confusion or changes in mental awareness (in adults age 65 and older) 
• Cough, which may produce phlegm 
• Fatigue, fever, sweating and shaking chills 
• Lower than normal body temperature (in adults older than age 65 and people with weak immune systems) 
• Nausea, vomiting or diarrhea 
• Shortness of breath 

When to see a doctor 
See your doctor if you have difficulty breathing, chest pain, persistent fever of 102 F (39 C) or higher, or persistent 
cough, especially if you're coughing up pus.  It's especially important that people in these high-risk groups see a doctor: 
• Adults older than age 65 
• Children younger than age 2 with signs and symptoms 
• People with an underlying health condition or weakened immune system 
• People receiving chemotherapy or taking medication that suppresses the immune system 

To help prevent pneumonia: 
• Get vaccinated. Vaccines are available to prevent some types of pneumonia and the flu. Talk with your doctor about 

getting these shots. The vaccination guidelines have changed over time so make sure to review your vaccination sta-
tus with your doctor even if you recall previously receiving a pneumonia vaccine. 

• Make sure children get vaccinated. Doctors recommend a different pneumonia vaccine for children younger than 
age 2 and for children ages 2 to 5 years who are at particular risk of pneumococcal disease. Children who attend a 
group child care center should also get the vaccine. Doctors also recommend flu shots for children older than 6 
months. 

• Practice good hygiene. To protect yourself against respiratory infections that sometimes lead to pneumonia, wash 
your hands regularly or use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

• Don't smoke. Smoking damages your lungs' natural defenses against respiratory infections. 
• Keep your immune system strong. Get enough sleep, exercise regularly and eat a healthy diet. 

By Mayo Clinic Staff 

Flu Shot Clinic  

October 20th  

Conference Room 

Gathering all Knitters and Crocheters 

On the first and third Thursday of every month at 6:30 PM join us for a time to 
fellowship, pray, knit and crochet together.  Our first gathering will be October 3

rd
 

in the library.  During the time together, we will also discuss a suggested book 
that you can read at your own pace.  All are welcome!  Even if you don’t know 
how to knit or crochet, come and learn!  If you have questions call Denise in the 
church office.  The book we will be reading and discussing is; Inspired: Slaying 
Dragons, Walking on Water and Loving the Bible by, Rachel Held Evans.  

https://www.mayoclinic.org/about-this-site/welcome
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We will be adding Kid Zones in our sanctuary! This is a place where 
your child can play quietly while still being a part of worship. The kids 
zones will include coloring table with different coloring sheets, 
blocks, toys, books and a magnet easel! They will be located on both 
the right and left sides of the sanctuary. If this is something you think 
your child would enjoy, we recommend sitting towards the outsides 

of the aisles in the middle, to be close to the zones.  

 

 

As we continue our school year, we are still looking for a 
teacher who would be interested in teaching Kindergar-
ten, only every other week. Please contact Emma if you 

feel called to Children's Ministry. 

By, Emma Duncan 

NO FAITH FORMATION OR OASIS MEAL 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16 
There will be worship at 6:00  

NO FAITH FORMATION  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 

**TIME CHANGE** 
NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE 

(starting October 2) 
 5:15 PM Oasis Meal 
 6:00 PM Worship 
 6:45 PM Wednesday School 
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By, Emma Duncan 
By, Maddie Hanson 

Confirmation Sunday is October 6!  The confirmation worship service will 
be at 1:00 PM in the sanctuary.  All confirmands, families, sponsors/mentors, and 
everyone are welcome to come and watch our young people become full 
fledged adults in our congregation as they affirm their faith. 

 
Pancake Breakfast— Our first Pancake Breakfast is scheduled for Sun-
day, October 13 between services.  This is a time where any Confirmation 
youth are invited to come and make pancakes, sausages, fruit bowls, etc. 
for the member of the congregation.  This is a fun way to fundraise and get 
some money added to the youth accounts.  

 
MEA BREAK—There will be NO Confirmation on Wednesday, October 16, but 
there WILL BE worship at 6:00 PM for anyone who would still like to attend.  
There will be NO confirmation on Sunday, October 20 due to MEA vacation.  
Hope you all have a great break. 
 
Wednesday Worship Times are Changing!  Starting on October 2 and con-
tinuing for the rest of the year Wednesday night worship will begin at 6:00 PM to 
help give us more time for worship and make the service feel less rushed.  All 
other activities will continue at the regularly scheduled times:  Oasis Meal—5:00 
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It is hard to believe October is here already!  Even though the weather has been more like 
summer the time has come to gather the squash and pumpkins, get the costumes out of the 
closet and get ready for those trick or treaters. 

October is the month the Circles collect Thank Offering which is sent to WELCA in Chi-
cago for their budget to provide information, the Gather magazine (which contains Circle 
Bible study), and other material for women and children. 

A speaker from the Jeremiah Project is coming for the Thank Offering program on November 16th at 10:00 AM in the 
church dining room.  The Jeremiah project in Fargo provides opportunity for single mothers to get an education as well 
as her child to attend school programs.  Come learn more about it.  Everyone is welcome including men. 

Coming Events: 

October 1 Conference 6 Gathering at Calvary Lutheran in Perham.   
 Registration begins at 8:30 AM.  Program starts at 9:00 AM.  Cost $10.00  Lunch included. 

October 1 Blanket Drive Starts — clean, used blankets collected in a box by the office. 

October 9 Co-Council meets in the Conference Room at 9:30 AM  Planning  for new year.   
 Sheet with officers and members needs to be turned in to office. 

October 14 LWR packing in rec room at 9:00 AM 

November 16 Thank Offering Program in church dining room — 10:00 AM 

December 14 Christmas Tea in the church dining room at 10:00 AM 

Hope you all enjoy the season.  God Bless each of you                                            
Norma Smith 

The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church 

Written by Norma Smith 

Adult Faith Formation Small Group Bible Study 

Mondays at 6:45, beginning October 14th, hosted by Gary & Tanzy Haisley 

Colossians: Against the Tide 

The Book of Colossians teaches principles for living a Christian life in the midst of a non-Christian 
culture. Sometimes this calls for us to stand against the tide of public opinion or popular trends.  

This nine-session study will address such issues as: 

How to Please God - To please God we need to love him enough to make a difference in the way 
we act, think, and live. 

An Easy Life or a Great Life? - Success isn’t about living an easy life; it's about living a great life. 

A Stable Walk with God - We are saved by faith, and we live by faith. 

Think Like a Christian - Everything we need we have in Christ. 

Spiritual Self-Defense - Connect to Christ and allow him to become the focus of your existence. 

Living with a Focus - To win the inner civil war, you have to set your heart and mind on Christ. 

When People Rub You the Wrong Way - God wants us to live together in unity. 

What You Do Comes Back to You - if you do right or wrong, you will be paid in kind. 

Become a Prayer Warrior - We need to develop a solid foundation of prayer. 

Sign up in the church office* and get your free study guide material - the book for this study is your Bible! 

“Join us at our home as we have fun, study God’s Word and enjoy community together.” - Gary & Tanzy 
 

* there is a sign-up limit of 10 people. 
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Update From Trinity Hope 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.  

 

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 ⚫  admin@trinityhope.org  ⚫ (615) 394-4950  

Web Page:  www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook:  trinityhopehaiti 

 

     Are you Hungry? 
Written by Lyn Williams 

     How many times have you been asked the question, “Are you hungry?” in your life?  How many times did 

you answer yes?  Visiting the school children and families in Haiti with Trinity Hope certainly has changed the 

way I think about hunger.  Sure, there are times when I have skipped a meal or two and was ready to eat.  

However, I have never experienced true hunger where my life or physical well-being was impacted.  I have 

only witnessed true hunger in the children of Haiti.  Trinity Hope is a powerful 

weapon against hunger and a true blessing to the school children that it serves.    

     The children of Haiti are considered lucky if they eat a meal at home every other 

day and often that meal is only a piece of fruit.  It is wonderful to see firsthand what 

the work of Trinity Hope does to improve the life of these children.  They are served 

a hearty lunch time meal each day!  This meal provides them not only nutrition, but 

the opportunity to improve their ability to learn both school subjects and the love of 

God.  Watching how happy and grateful the children are was a blessing and a life 

changing experience.  Next time you are feeling “hungry” please think of the 

children in Haiti and the work of Trinity Hope.  Then ask yourself how can I help? 
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Hospitality Team at First Lutheran Church 

 BE HOSPITABLE TO ONE ANOTHER..SERVE ONE ANOTHER WITH WHATEVER GIFT GOD 

HAS GIVEN YOU. (1 Peter 4:9-10) 

 I’ll never forget my visit to a Lutheran Church in Oregon, 

after I had moved there for a temporary assignment.   When I 

walked up to the church door there was a couple just ahead of me 

who walked in the door, never looking behind for anyone who 

might be following them, and let the door shut on me.   Once in, I 

stood in the doorway and looked around for a place to hang my 

wet rain coat, and a restroom to comb my windblown hair.    Alt-

hough there were people in the hallways, no one seemed to no-

tice me.   I found my way to the Sanctuary, sat by myself, and lis-

tened to the pastor preach about “hospitality to strangers” – but no one said hello during the service or after-

ward.  I was able to worship Jesus, but I left feeling unwelcome.  (I realize I could have been the one to reach 

out to them, but being new and an introvert, I sadly didn’t have the emotional energy.)   I didn’t want to go 

back there. 

 My experience at First Lutheran Church has been completely different – thank you!    I hope we can 

ensure that everyone who comes to our church – whether for our worship services, or community events like 

concerts, funerals, weddings, and more….. will always feel welcomed, and have someone who will listen to 

their questions and help them find their way.    I hope when visitors come, they’ll want to come back again 

and again. 

“Opening doors” so people can experience the wonder and joy 

that living with Christ and his family can mean, and letting the love of 

Jesus be shown in all we do at First Lutheran Church – is one of the 

critical missions of all our members…… and it will be a special minis-

try for a group of designated folks we’ll call the Hospitality Team.  

Would you like to be part of this ministry?   

Do you enjoy greeting people, letting them know you’re glad to see them, welcoming them in, helping 

them find their way around the church, listening to their questions and finding resources for them or refer-

ring them to staff or pastors as needed, introducing them to other members if they’re new here, helping 

them to feel at home with us…????   Then you’d be perfect on our Hospitality Team, and we’d love to talk 

with you more!     We’re hoping to have a Team of individuals, families, youth and adults!  

Hospitality is our loving response to Jesus’ welcome,  and it’s the responsibility of all of us – not just 

one designated group.  But it helps to have role models and leaders among us as we actively live out this way 

of being with each other.   And what we practice at church, we can practice everywhere we go during the 

week -sharing the love of Jesus even when we do not say his name out loud.   

Please contact Mackenzie Hamm, Pastor Lauryl, Vision Council President Cindy, or anyone on staff, 

and we’ll help you get started.   Thank you and God bless you in this important ministry. 
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Planning began in late 2018 regarding improving the First Lutheran sound system, which has not 
been substantially updated in over 10 years. A good modern church sound system should be trans-
parent, causing every listener to feel as though they are right next to each musician or speaker, 
hearing them clearly and naturally, with an appropriate and pleasing blend of sound. It should help to 
connect the congregation and leaders in worship. This should also be true for remote participants, 
such as those listening via radio, webcast or television. 

After researching current technologies, consulting with sound equipment dealers, and conducting an 
opinion survey of FLC music and tech team leaders, an incremental process of making improve-
ments to these three aspects of the sound system has been underway, as donations have allowed: 

INPUT: Microphones and connections are being updated and reconfigured in order to 
better capture all sources of sound, including those not previously incorporated into the 
sound system.. 

MIXING: As a cost-saving measure, in lieu of replacing the existing sanctuary and out-
door mixing boards, expansion cards were added to increase the sanctuary mixer’s ca-
pabilities, and to allow that same digital mixer and monitor system to be used for both 
indoors and outdoors. Equally important, plans are currently underway for improving 
tech training and skill development for our wonderful and dedicated volunteers, with 
Mark Jensen taking the lead as AV Tech Coordinator. 

OUTPUT: The on-stage worship band monitoring speaker system has been replaced 
with an in-ear monitor system, to allow musicians to control and hear sound blended in 
the way they each desire without detracting from the quality of the sound the congrega-
tion hears. The choir’s monitor system is also in the process of being improved. A digital 
stereo audio interface was added to the webcast computer, to improve sound quality for 
all broadcasts.  

The next major step in the process will be the upgrading of the sanctuary and outdoor 
speakers, utilizing multiple higher quality amplifiers and/or self-powered speakers, most 
likely line arrays. 

Each of these aspects of a sound system are equally           
important; if any are lacking, the whole system will be lacking. 
Your support and encouragement is greatly appreciated and 
needed! If you’d like to be involved, please contact  
Mark Jensen at (701) 261-7398 or  
markjensenravenswood@outlook.com.  
Designate contributions to “sound & tech”. Thank you! 

https://flcdl.breezechms.com/people/view/11024908
mailto:markjensenravenswood@outlook.com
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Action Corps serves the Coffee Fellowship time on Sunday mornings, provides desserts for funerals and serves other 
congregational events.  

The month you are on Action Corps, you will be called by your Action Corps leader to see when and how you would like to 
participate. For Sunday mornings: You can serve (set-up, serving and/or clean up).   You can donate food items or you can 
donate money to purchase food items.  You will only be called as the need arises for funerals & other events.  

We accomplish big things when everybody does a little bit! Thank You!! 

‘Action Corp’ Monthly Hospitality Teams 

Each family/person has a 3-month quarter in which they will be called upon for serving. If you are on the list for 
December or January you will rotate each year between December, January and February. If you know which 

Sunday you would prefer to help serve during Sunday Coffee Fellowship time, please contact your leader and let 
them know! Call the office, 847-5656, if you would like to change the season in which you serve. 

October Leader: Tanzy Haisley Funerals: Mackenzie Hamm 

Tom & Sandy Alinder 
Dennis & Mary Lou Anderson 
Verly Anderson 
Duane & Claudia Arne 
Dick & Lonni Beaton 
Steve & Missy Doppler 
Carl & Janice Fingalson 
Randy & Sandra Gram 
Barbara Haugen 
Dylan Herman 
James & Carolyn Herman 
David & Barbara Heyer 
Keith Holmstrom 
Jay Johnson & Anne McKay 
Jan Kvidt 

Curtis & Audrey Listul 
Eric & Katie Lundmark 
Fran & Janelle Maday 
Kalan & Renee Malchow 
Delroy & Elizabeth Mathison 
LaVerne & Judy Maxwell 
Basil & Myrna Mielke 
Thomas & Phyllis Neuenfeldt 
Carl & Carol Oberholtzer 
Deb Oines 
Ole & Darlene Olson 
Bruce & Judy Palm 
Christopher & Heather Perry 
Les & Norma Perry 
Evelyn Peterson 

Gerald & Ruth Price 
Victor & Jean Rolle 
Evelyn Rusten 
Charles & Barb Scherzer 
Thomas & Elizabeth Schroeder 
Daniel & Deborah Sprague 
Beth Tinjum 
Rodger & Marilyn Tinjum 
Dennis & Angela Weaver 
Gaylen & Catherine Weisenburger 
Austin Wokasch 
Cory Wokasch 
Gregory & Melissa Wokasch 
Ryan Wokasch 

November Leader: NEEDED Funerals: STILL NEEDED! 

Brent & Sarah Fulton 
Keith & Virginia Gilbertson 
Steven & Rita Glunberg 
Gary & Tanzy Haisley 
Justin & Virginia Hanson 
David & Elaine Hedman 
Amanda Heisserer 
Ted & Hollice Heisserer 
Jody & Julie Hibma 
Keith & Joyce Junge 
Jeana Ketter 
Josh & Tiffany Krieg 
Sonja Lillquist 
Robert Lund 
Paul & Brenda Muckenhirn 
Jeff & Lori Nustad 

Evangeline Barnack 
Dawn Barnack 
Terry & Linda Beilke 
Ryan & Susan Bjorklund 
Brent & Jodi Blake 
Wesley & Kim Borah 
Richard & Linda Branden 
Ardith Carlson 
Lenora Dire 
James & Beverly Elletson 
Marlys Engebretson 
Leif & Deb Erickson 
Henry & Betty Fischer 
Steve & Rhonda Fode 
Benjamin & Kristi Fradenburgh 
Kim Fuhs 

Charlotte Olson 
Paul & Pamela Orth 
Sara Randall & Zackary  Erick-
son 
Roger & Arlene Reierson 
Rodney & Susan Schaffer 
Kristie Shaffer 
Frank & Joleen Skolte 
LeRoy & Mathilde Svenby 
Edward & Anne Trost 
Gary Tunheim 
Jeff & Barbara Wilson 
Gary & Patti Ziebell 
Patricia Zurn 



 17 

 

September 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 
 

Sunday Schedule 

   8:30a  Traditional worship 
   9:30a  Fellowship 
   9:35a  Faith Formation Hour 
   9:35a  Adult Forum:  LSS 
 10:45a  Contemporary worship 
   5:30p  New Member Class 

30 
 

   8:30a  Helping Hands (Hol Inn) 
   5:00p  Al Anon (Library) 
   5:00p  Transition Tm Mtg 
   5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

1 
 
   8:30a  Quilting 
   9:00a  AA (Library) 
   9:00a  Office Staff Meeting 
   9:30a  Rebekah Crc, Lounge 
 10:30a  Comm Svc, Oak Cross 
 12:00p OA Serenity Group (Lib 
 12:30p Tai Ji Quan, Rec Rm 
   2:00p  Rachel Crc, Lounge 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, CR 
   5:30p  Tae Kwon Do (Rec Rm) 
   7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

2 
 

   Wednesday Schedule 

 

  6:30a  Men’s Daybreak 
  5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
  5:15p  Oasis Meal 
  6:00p  Worship **time change** 
  6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Prac 
  6:45p  Faith Formation Hour 
  7:15p  Jubilate Choir Prac 
  8:00p  Confirmation Rehearsal 

3 
 

  12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 
   1:30p  Ruth Crc, Din H 
 
  

4 
 

 12:00p  AA 
 12:00p  Prayer Time 
   4:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Room   

5 
 
 

6 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
Confirmation Sunday 

   8:30a  Traditional worship 
   9:30a  Fellowship 
   9:35a  Adult Frm, Trans. Study 
   9:35a  Faith Formation Hour 
 10:45a  Contemporary worship 
  1:00p  Confirmation Worship Svc 
  5:30p  New Member Dinner 

7 
 

 8:30a  Helping Hands (Hol Inn) 
 5:00p  Al Anon (Library) 
 5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 
 7:00p  Transition Study Part 1 

8 
 

  8:30a   Quilting 
  9:00a   AA (Library) 
  9:00a   Office Staff Meeting 
  9:30a  Rebekah Crc, Ecumen 
 12:00p  OA Serenity Group (Lib) 
 12:30p  Tai Ji Quan, Rec Rm 
  5:00p   Crisis Center Mtg, CR 
  5:30p   Tae Kwon Do (Rec Rm) 
  7:30p   Young Men’s Bible Study 

9 
 

Wednesday Schedule 

New Member Service 
Communion 

 

  6:30a  Men’s Daybreak 
  9:30a  Oak Cross Bible Study 
11:00a  Comm Svc, Winchester    
  1:30p  Comm Svc, Linc Park 
  5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
  5:15p  Oasis Meal 
  6:00p  Worship **time change** 
  6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Prac 
  6:45p  Faith Formation Hour 
  6:45p  Transition Study Part 1 
  7:15p  Jubilate Choir Prac 

10 
 
 

   7:00p  Transition Study Part 1 

 12:30p  Tai Ji Quan, Rec Rm 
 

11 
 
 12:00p  AA 
 12:00p  Prayer Time 
   4:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Room 

12 

 
 
 

  
 
  

13 
 

Sunday Schedule 

New Member Sunday 
Pancake Breakfast 

  8:30a  Traditional worship 
  9:30a  Fellowship 
  9:30a  Adult Forum: Grief & Loss 
  9:35a  Faith Formation Hour 
10:45a  Contemporary worship 

14 
 

 8:30a  Helping Hands (Hol Inn) 
 5:00p  Al Anon (Library) 
 5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

15 
 

  8:30a  Quilting  
  9:00a  AA (Library) 
  9:00a  Office Staff Meeting 
 12:00p  OA Serenity Group (Lib) 
 12:30p  Tai Ji Quan, Rec Rm 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, CR 
  5:30p  Tae Kwon Do (Rec Rm) 
  7:00p  Personnel Team Mtg 
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

16 
 

   Wednesday Schedule 

NO OASIS MEAL 
NO FAITH FORMATION 

THERE IS STILL WORSHIP 
 

   6:30a  Men’s Daybreak 
 10:00a  Comm Svc, Ecumen   
 12:15p  Exec. Council, Roasted 
   5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
   6:00p  Worship 
   6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Prac 
   7:15p  Jubilate Choir Prac 

17 
 

   9:30a  Comm Svc, Park Mnr 
  10:15a  Comm Svc, Marigold 
  12:15p  Exec Cncl, LaBarista 
  12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 

18 
 

 12:00p  AA 
 12:00p  Prayer Time 
   4:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Room   

19 
 
 

20 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
Blood Pressure Checks 
NO FAITH FORMATION 

   8:30a  Traditional worship 
   9:30a  Fellowship 
   9:30a  Flu Shot Clinic, CR 
   9:30a  Foundation Mtg 
   9:30a  Adult Frm, Trans Study 
 10:45a  Contemporary worship 

21 
 

 8:30a  Helping Hands (Hol Inn) 
 5:00p  Al Anon (Library) 
 5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 
 7:00p  Transition Study Part 2 

22 
 

  8:30a  Quilting 
  9:00a  AA (Library) 
  9:00a  Office Staff Meeting 
 12:00p  OA Serenity Group (Lib) 
 12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, CR 
  5:30p  Tae Kwon Do (Rec Rm) 
  5:30p  Vision Council  
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

23 
 

   Wednesday Schedule 

 

   6:30a  Men’s Daybreak 
 10:00a  Comm Svc. Golden Mnr 
   5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
   5:15p  Oasis Meal 
   6:00p  Worship 
   6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Prac 
   6:45p  Faith Formation Hour 
   7:00p  Transition Study Part 2 
   7:15p  Jubilate Choir Prac 

24 
 

 12:00p  Transition Study Part 2  
 12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 

 
   
 
  
 

 
 
 

25 
 

 12:00p  AA 
 12:00p  Prayer Time 
   4:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Room   
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 

   8:30a  Traditional worship 
   9:30a  Fellowship 
   9:35a  Faith Formation Hour 
   9:35a  Adult Forum 
 10:45a  Contemporary worship 

38 
 

 8:30a  Helping Hands (Hol Inn) 
 5:00p  Al Anon (Library) 
 5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

29 
 

  8:30a  Quilting 
  9:00a  AA (Library) 
  9:00a  Office Staff Meeting 
 12:00p  OA Serenity Group (Lib) 
 12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, CR 
  5:30p  Tae Kwon Do (Rec Rm) 
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

 
 

30 
 

   Wednesday Schedule 

 

   6:30a  Men’s Daybreak 
   5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
   5:15p  Oasis Meal 
   6:00p  Worship 
   6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Prac 
   6:45p  Faith Formation Hour 
   7:15p  Jubilate Choir Prac 

31 
 

  12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 
1 
 

 12:00p  AA 
 12:00p  Prayer Time 
   4:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Room   

2 

15 
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 First Lutheran Church acknowledges with 
grateful appreciation these memorials which 

have been received this past month. 

JUBILATE CHOIR FUND 

In Memory of: Dr. Ron Peterson 
Given by:  LaVerne & Judy Maxwell 

KITCHEN FUND 

In Memory of: John Groninga 
Given by:  Pat Magnusson 

SOUND & TECH FUND 

In Memory of: John Groninga 
Given by:  Dave  & Beve Melgaard 

UNSPECIFIED FUND 

In Memory of: Pastor Rueben Aga 
Given by:  Gene & Eloyce Gaffney 

RADIO FUND 

In Memory of: Pastor Rueben Aga 
Given by:  Fern Brown 

In Memory of: Barb Kaldahl 
Given by:  Ken & Marlys Christianson 

In Memory of: Pastor Rueben Aga 
Given by:  Ken & Marlys Christianson 

In Memory of: Lynelle Jacobson 
Given by:  Fern Brown 

In Memory of: Elyda Handegard 
Given by:  Willard Handegard 

Baptisms 

September 1 Nolan Fiarbanks 

September 15 Micah Sirjord 

September 15 Keaton Sirjord 

Membership Transfers 

Lauren Bogda 

John & Rachel Simonson 

PARISH ACTS 

August 31, 2019 Activity 

Giving for August          $37,815.69 

Expenses for August     $42,883.67 

August Month End balance  $-5,067.98 

July 1 – August 31, 2019 Activity 

Giving to 8/31/2019          $86,168.40 

Expenses to 8/31/2019     $75,952.92 

August 31, 2019 balance  $10,215.48 

BUDGET UPDATE 
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FLC Happenings 

Knitters and Crocheters starting Thursday October 3rd at 6:30 PM is our first gathering. We will meet in the 
library. We will meet every first and third Thursday of the month. This will be a time of fellowship, praying, 
and discussing the book; Inspired: Slaying Dragons, Walking on Water and Loving the Bible by Rachel Held 
Evans. All are welcome, even if you don't know how to knit or crochet, come and learn!  

SAVE THE DATE— Christian musician John Waller whose music was featured on the movie Fireproof will be 
performing at First Lutheran Church on Friday, November 22. Watch the bulletins for more information!  

Thank-Offering Program - "Jeremiah Project" 10:00 A.M. on Saturday, November 16, 2019. Helping two gen-
erations at a time, preparing single mothers to succeed in the workforce, ready their children to succeed in 
school and reduce dependence on public assistance. Please bring items for the Becker County Food Pantry. 
Everyone is welcome. Refreshments will be served.  

Prayer Time with Pastor Lauryl is on Fridays at Noon in the Chapel. This will be a time to come together and 
be very intentional about prayer. Together we will pray for the church, each other, family and friends, our 
nation and any other things that are weighing heavy on our hearts. Please join us, all are welcome.  

The FLC New Member Information Dinner will be held Sunday, September, 29th OR Sunday, October 6th 
from 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM in the Dining Room. If you are interested in becoming a member, please contact 
the office ahead of time! New Members Welcome Services will be on Wednesday, October 9 and Sunday, 
October 13 at both services!  

NO OASIS MEAL AND NO FAITH FORMATION on Wednesday, October 16 due to MEA break. There WILL BE 
WORSHIP held that Wednesday at 6:00 PM for all those who would like to attend.  

**TIME CHANGE** Wednesday night worship services will start at 6:00 PM starting Wednesday, October 2 
and continue at this time for the rest of the year. All other Wednesday night activities will begin at the same 
time.  

FLU SHOT CLINIC - Sunday, October 20 from 9:30 AM to 11:00 AM in the Conference Room.  

PIE WITH THE BISHOP will be held on Sunday, October 6 from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM at Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Bemidji, MN and on Sunday, October 27 from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM at Zion Lutheran Church in Thief 
River Falls. These events are great opportunities for fellowship and meeting the new Bishop, Pastor Bill 
Tesch.  

Adult Faith Bible Study -Colossians: Against the Tide - Mondays at 6:45 PM starting October 14 hosted by 
Gary and Tanzy Haisley at their home. The Book of Colossians teaches principles for living a Christian life in 
the midst of a non-Christian culture. Sometimes this calls for us to stand against the tide of public opinion or 
popular trends. Sign up in the church office and get your free study guide material - the book for this study is 
your bible.  

The Transition Study - Part 1 will begin on Sunday, October 6 and will focus on Our History & Stories at FLC - 
How we came to this church and faith home. Opportunities to attend this session are Sunday, October 6 at 
9:35 AM in the FLC Library, Monday, October 7 at 7:00 PM in the Conference Room, Wednesday, October 9 
at 6:45 PM in the Library or Thursday, October 10 at NOON in the Library. Studies part 2, 3 and 4 will come in 
the following weeks. For more information and dates and times for those session, please ask in the church 
office.  
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Congregational Staff 
Interim Pastor: 
Rev. Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Children’s Ministry Director: 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Director of Youth Ministry: 
Maddie Hanson maddie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

KidsFirst Preschool Director: 
Diane Ullyott diane@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Support Ministries: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Communications: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 28  Issue 3 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published 
monthly and mailed to the members 
and friends of First Lutheran Church.  
The purpose of this publication is to 
inform the congregation of church   

activities and upcoming events.         
Articles for publication are to be      

submitted to the church office by the 
20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  8:30 - 4:00 

Office Phone:  847-5656 
Fax Phone:  847-7009 

flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 
President:  Cindy Bruflodt 

President-Elect: Jackie Buboltz 
Secretary:  Catie Herman 
Treasurer:  Shelley Weets 

Chris Malecka, LeAnn Mouw,        
Nathan Olson, Nathan Mork,  

Ted Cihak, Kari Borgmann 

 
Foundation Board 

President:  Tim Sundby 
Vice President:  Kevin Shipley 

Secretary:  Susan Busker 
Treasurer: Susan Schaffer  

Dan Berg, Jim Buchholz,  
Mason Pender, Adrienne Buboltz,  

& Steve Glunberg 


