
First Lutheran Church 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING HYMN How Small Our Span of Life  ELW #636 
1 How small our span of life, O God, our years from birth till death: 

a single beat within the heart, the catching of a breath, 
a drop within the ocean's deep, a grain upon the shore, 
a flash of light before we sleep to see the sun no more. 

2 And yet our speck of life is spanned by your infinity; 
our tick of time on earth is caught in your eternity. 
While suns and stars spin endlessly through depths of cosmic space, 
while aeons roll and ages pass, you hold us in your grace. 

3 O Christ, you left eternity to plunge in time's swift stream, 
to share the shortness of our span, our mortal lives redeem. 
You filled your cross-closed years with love; you loved us to the end 
and touch us with your risen life that ours may time transcend. 

4 We thank you, God, for kindling faith that lights our transient years, 
illumining our pilgrimage through mists of doubt and fears; 
for hope that sees a life beyond the swiftly passing days; 
for love, both human and divine, that lifts our hearts to praise. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P/C: God our comforter, like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  We 
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.  Free us 
from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out to you for help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors 
as ourselves.  Amen.  

KYRIE & HYMN OF PRAISE Where Cross the Crowded Way of Life  ELW #719 vs 1 & 6 
1  Where cross the crowded ways of life, where sound the cries of race and clan, 
     above the noise of selfish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man.  

6  Till all the world shall learn your love, and follow where your feet have trod; 
     till glorious from your heav'n above shall come the city of our God.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C:  Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, 
and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

Sunday, September 26, 2021 · 8:30 AM ·  18th Sunday after Pentecost  

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the disciples want him stopped. They ap-
peal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses 
to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we form 

around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.  
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MUSICAL MESSAGE His Eye is on the Sparrow—arr. Mark Hayes Jubilate Choir 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 19:7-14 Reader:  Marlys Douglas 
R:  The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; 

C:  the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the 
eyes; 

R:  the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

C:  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the hon-
eycomb. 

R:  Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

C:  But who can detect their errors?  Clear me from hidden faults. 

R:  Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me.  Then I shall be blame-
less, and innocent of great transgression. 

C:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my re-
deemer. 

R:  The Word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia! Lord & Savior… ELW p.205a 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

GOSPEL READING Mark 9:38-50  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark. C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Pr. Joe Skogmo 

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  ELW #712 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 
     who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
     we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 
     consecrating to your purpose ev'ry gift which you impart. 

2 Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 
     still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 
     As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 
     by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, till your love's revealing light 
     in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 
     making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 
     stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 

4 Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 
     to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 
     hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid and peace we give, 
     that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.  

STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of th  e virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF HEALING 

SHARING OF PEACE & OFFERING  



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the proclamation of your word and the 
loving of our neighbor. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve  ELW #551 
1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus' name 
     to bring glad tidings to the poor, God's favor to proclaim. 

2 We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free; 
where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see. 

3 We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed 
and, all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed. 

4 Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim. 
God's Spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus' name.  

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: ______________________________________________  

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: __________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________    

I am a guest of:___________________________  I am a member of: ____________________________________  

□ I am interested in learning more about First Lutheran Church. 

Radio—Broadcast on KDLM 1340-AM and 93.1-FM at 10:00 AM. 

Webcast—Services are live-streamed on 

In Person—Sundays at 8:30 AM or 10:45 AM in the sanctuary & 
 Wednesdays at 6:00 PM in the sanctuary 

Television—On Saturdays at 9:00 AM on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

Donate via text:  Text amount with $ sign to 218-228-0042.   
 (requires a one-time setup) 

Donate online at www.firstlutheranchurch.com/give 

Join Us For Worship 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FALL WORSHIP TIMES & OFFICE HOURS—Fall hours have begun! Traditional Wor-
ship is at 8:30 AM and Contemporary Worship is at 10:45 AM and Wednesday 
Worship is at 6 PM.  The fall/winter office hours are Monday through Friday 8:30 
AM to 4:00 PM. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULE—Oasis Meal at 5:15 PM, Worship at 6 PM, Al-
leluia Ringers Practice at 6:15 PM, Faith Formation Hour from 6:30 PM and Jubi-
late Choir Practice at 7:15 PM.  

HOMELESS AND FIRE VICTIM NEEDS—Washer & dryer, freezer, car, clothing, 
toaster & electric range.  

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR NAMETAGS—Nametags can be picked up downstairs in 
front of the dining room by October 1st.  We will no longer be storing nametags 
at church; please store them at home and bring them to wear on Sunday morn-
ings.  If you don’t have a nametag, you can sign up at the table to have one made.      

MASKING—Those attending worship services at FLC are strongly encouraged to 
wear masks to protect themselves and those around them.   

CHECK FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES—Please continue to check the volun-
teer table because we’re in need of Ushers, Readers, and Greeters for Sunday ser-
vices.  

FLCW NO BAKE, BAKE SALE—FLCW is holding a “No Bake, Bake Sale” which will 
be open to all members of First Lutheran!  Donations can be made payable to 
FLCW and left in the church office by October 31.  Simply donate an amount you 
would normally spend for supplies and baking.  Any amount is welcome and ap-
preciated.  We thank you in advance for helping us as we try to help in so many 
areas of need locally, regionally and worldwide. 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF KITS—The FLCW are collecting items for personal care 
kits, baby care kits, school kits & quilting kits.  A full list of items needed for each 
kit can be found in the file folder on the volunteer table downstairs.  Any items 
you’d like to donate need to be dropped off at the church by October 4th.  

BRING YOUR VEGGIES TO SHARE—The “Abundance Vegetable Cart” will be out 
until the end of September.  Feel free to drop off your extra vegetables to share 
with others.  Any proceeds go the Food Pantry. 

FALL DITCH CLEANUP—This coming Sunday, September 26th from 1 PM to 3PM. 
Please meet at the church at 1 for vests and trash bags. There will be ice cream 
sandwiches served at the church following the clean up! Contact Emma with any 
questions!  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES—FLC is excited to once again offer 
Adult Faith Formation opportunities!  If you would like to check out the days and 
events available, please pick up a yellow form on the table in the narthex. 

Prayers for   
God’s People 

Prayers of Comfort  
to the family of


