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The Tenebrae is an ancient service of the early Christian Church.  The word “Tenebrae” 
means darkness.  As the Crist’s Passion is experienced through Scripture and prayer, 
darkness increases as candles are extinguished, one by one.  With the death of our 
Lord, only one candle is left burning on the altar.  This is the Light of Christ which the 
deepest darkness can never put out. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING HYMN Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW #347 vs 1 -3 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 
 all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 
 your Redeemer's conflict see. 
 Watch with him one bitter hour; 
 turn not from his griefs away; 
 learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 
 view the Lord of life arraigned; 
 oh, the wormwood and the gall! 
 Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 
 Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 
 learn from him to bear the cross. 

3 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; 
 there, adoring at his feet, 
 mark that miracle of time, 
 God's own sacrifice complete. 
 "It is finished!" hear him cry; 
 learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

CALL TO CONFESSION   
Pastor:  We begin our journey to the cross in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.    

All:  Amen 

Pastor:  On this night, we remember with solemn thanksgiving the sufferings of our 
Savior on the cross as well as His death and burial… all for our sake.  May God look 
upon us in mercy as we come in repentance and confess our sin.  We pray together… 

All:  Almighty God, I lay my sinful nature before you and ask that you grant me 
your grace and mercy.  Forgive my sins for Jesus’ sake.  By your Holy Spirit, 
cleanse me from my sin and bring me to life everlasting.  Amen.   

(Silence for quiet reflection) 

Pastor:  Dear friends, on this night we remember with deep gratitude Christ’s willingness 
to submit to the darkness of cross and grave. 

All:  Tonight, let linger in the shadows so we may share anew your glorious 
resurrection to God’s light and love on Easter morn! 



† The Darkness of Betrayal † 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 26:14-16, 47-50 
Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 
“What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And 
from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now 
the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 
At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said to 
him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and 
arrested him. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray, 

All:  O Lord, we long for your kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven.  Like 
Judas, we betray your kingdom when we covet wealth to honor our name and 
position in life.  Forgive us for selfish words and deeds that draw us away from 
your plan and purpose. Amen. 

First Candle is Extinguished 

HYMN O Sacred Head Now Wounded ELW #351 vs 1 
1 O sacred head, now wounded, 

with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded 
with thorns, thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory, 
what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call thee mine. 

† The Darkness of Desertion † 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 26:36-45, 56b 
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, 
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, “I am deeply 
grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going a little farther, 
he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 
from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” Then he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one 
hour?  

Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My 
Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and found 
them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and 
prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said 
to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?  



See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get 
up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” But all this has taken place, so that the 
scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray, 

All:  Lord God, how we struggle to be faithful to you! When our actions reveal our 
lack of inner resolve, forgive us. In our fear and anxiety, we stumble and stray 
from absolute trust. In loving understanding, draw us back to you. Amen. 

Second Candle is Extinguished 

HYMN O Sacred Head Now Wounded ELW #351 vs 2 
2 How pale thou art with anguish, 
 with sore abuse and scorn; 
 how does thy face now languish, 
 which once was bright as morn! 
 Thy grief and bitter passion 
 were all for sinners' gain; 
 mine, mine was the transgression, 
 but thine the deadly pain. 

† The Darkness of Denial † 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75 
Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it 
is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But 
after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Though all 
become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell 
you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to 
him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You 
also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not 
know what you are talking about.” When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl 
saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again, 
he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders 
came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays 
you.” Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that 
moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray, 

All:  Lord Jesus, like Peter, we are quick to offer our lives to you. When tests of 
faith come our way, keep us steadfast! Forgive us when we deny you in thought, 
word, and deed. Amen. 

 

 



Third Candle is Extinguished 

HYMN O Sacred Head Now Wounded ELW #351 vs 3 
3  What language shall I borrow 

to thank thee, dearest friend, 
for this thy dying sorrow, 
thy pity without end? 
Oh, make me thine forever, 
and should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never 
outlive my love to thee. 

† The Darkness of Misunderstanding † 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 26:59-67 
Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony against 
Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false 
witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able 
to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” The high priest stood 

up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But Jesus 
was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, 
tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But 
I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still 
need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” They 
answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some 
slapped him, 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray, 

All:  Dearest Lord, we understand the desire to preserve what serves us best.  
How often we find ourselves condemning others on the basis of our own personal 
truth. Deliver us from the darkness of misunderstanding, and bring us into the 
light of your truth and love.  Amen. 

Fourth Candle is Extinguished 

HYMN Ah, Holy Jesus ELW #349 vs 1 
1 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended 

that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  
By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  
O most afflicted. 

 

 

 



† The Darkness of Human Spirit † 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 27:11-26 
Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of 
the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and 
elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many 
accusations they make against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, 
anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus 
Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to 
release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized 
that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for 
today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests 
and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The 
governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And 
they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what 
evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he 
took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be 
on us and on our children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, 
he handed him over to be crucified. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray, 

All:  Lord Jesus, give all who search for truth the wisdom to see it, and the 
courage to accept it. Make each of us humble in spirit, accurate in thought, 
courageous in love, resolute in faith. Amen. 

Fifth Candle is Extinguished 

HYMN Ah, Holy Jesus ELW #349 vs 2 
2 Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
 Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  
 'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  
 I crucified thee. 

† The Darkness of Death † 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 27:27-31, 45-50 
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 
and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in 
his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, 
they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to 
crucify him. 



From noon on, darkness came over the whole land[a] until three in the afternoon. And 
about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, 
they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, 
filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, 
“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a 
loud voice and breathed his last. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray, 

All:  Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people to 
himself. Give each of us a deep devotion to this One who has given His all for us. 
Draw us ever closer to you in heart and mind until we are complete in the Body of 
Christ. Amen. 

Sixth Candle is Extinguished 

HYMN Ah, Holy Jesus ELW #349 vs 5 
5 Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 
 I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 
 think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 
 not my deserving. 

† The Darkness of the Tomb † 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 27:57-61 
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was 
also a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate 
ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a 
great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray, 

All:  Lord Jesus Christ, you suffered death’s painful defeat so that we would not 
be swallowed up in its darkness. You overturned death’s power so that we can 
know the light of life everlasting with our loving God. We praise you for opening to 
us the way from grave to eternal life! Amen. 

Seventh Candle is Extinguished 

HYMN Were You There ELW #353 vs 1-3, 5 
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 



3 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

† Dismissal † 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


