
 

 

SPECIAL CONFIRMATION WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday, October 17 at 1:00 PM 

All are welcome to attend the worship service and help  
celebrate the confirmands of First Lutheran Church! 
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October Highlights 

Kindergarten Bible Distribution October 10th & 13th 

10th Grade Confirmation October 17th 

No Wednesday School October 20th 

No Sunday School October 24th 

FALL WORSHIP HOURS 

SUNDAYS 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 8:30 AM 

FAITH FORMATION HOUR 9:35 AM 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 10:45 AM 

WEDNESDAY 

OASIS MEAL 5:15 PM 

WORSHIP 6:00 PM 

FAITH FORMATION HOUR 6:30 PM 

FALL OFFICE HOURS   
Monday—Friday  

8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 



 

 

LauryL’s word 
Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor 

Dear First Lutheran Family, 

 Hopefully you’ve noticed some new, beautiful signs -  on the Parking Lot door, …. and as 

you go into the Sanctuary area.    Last summer, we commissioned a group of people from the 

Ojibwe Language Project in Bemidji and Park Rapids, to create our new signs in the Ojibwe 

language:   

Welcome (Boozhoo) 

Thank you (Miigwech) 

“We Are All Related” (Gidinawemadimin)    

When one of our members, who is part of the White Earth Nation, saw the signs, she 

told me, “I am so thankful to see these – it lets me know our communities are coming togeth-

er after so many years, after all, we really are all related!” 

 It takes time, humble listening, and sincere love for our neighbors to really connect with 

our Anishinaabe (Ojibwe) brothers and sisters.  They are living treasures of the ancient history 

and rich culture in our area.  They are part of our family of God, and we are more whole as a 

people when we learn about the history and cultures of all our family – Anishinaabe, Norwe-

gian, Swedish, German, Irish, African, Asian, Mexican….  . 

 May God bless us all, 

             Miigwech, 

                 Pastor Lauryl   



 

 

President’s Post 
Update from Vision Council President Steve Schantzen 

First, I’d like to thank Pastor Joe, and Pastor Lauryl for spearheading “all family communion”.  This was men-
tioned to me by Pastor Joe early on, and quite frankly I didn’t quite know what to think of it other than, my 
understanding of communion (as far as age limits) has been rooted in tradition.  I was not opposed to it, I 
think I was internally self-reflecting on, how, I could best explain to my young children why we do this and 
have them understand.  Pastor Joe’s college style lecture during his sermon last week left me with no words 
other than an overwhelming sense that I needed to thank him for bringing this to First Lutheran, and lifted a 
burden of me worrying about if this is something my children are ready for.  Pastor Joe and Pastor Lauryl – 
Thank you.    

A quick briefing on what is new or going on in Council this last month.  We continue to partner with Laker 
Prep to provide childcare services in our facility.  This partnership was successful as it continued to bring 
much needed resources for parents and childcare.  It is unfortunate that I must share that Laker Prep will be 
temporarily shifting back to their Early Childcare Center location.  This is due to lack of availability with local 
staffing to provide resources for our location.  We are hoping this temporary pause will be less than a month, 
but we will keep you updated with any changes to this partnership.  This is a great moment to discuss the 
critical shortage of childcare in Becker County, and this is something that unfortunately does not seem to be 
improving.  Courtney and I have experienced this firsthand and are blessed to have found childcare especial-
ly without extended family in the area, but we ourselves have asked each other if one of us needs to stay 
home vs. working.  Single parent families don’t necessarily have this ability, or any families for that matter.  
The lack of childcare resources for this region if not met with solutions or broader support may negatively 
impact businesses and community in attracting future growth and opportunities.    

A quick update to our dining room area, a big thanks to everyone who has lent a hand (and a strong back) to 
remove our carpeting and to those who are volunteering to do the install for our new carpet tile.  The fresh 
coat of paint brightens up the room, and I look forward to the finished product.   

 

As noted previously, we have made steps with the Buildings and Grounds committee to understand where 
we need to focus attention.  We are currently reviewing Buildings and Grounds committee responsibilities 
and terms in hopes of a better alignment and assist in staggering terms for current members.   

Thank you! 
Steve 

Above are photos of the volunteers pulling up the dining room carpet.   
Thank you to Joe Pihlaja, Joe Bergquist, Rich Johnson, Don Busker, Jeff Murphy, Paul Weber, Terry & Sandi Kemmer,  

Barry Fewson, Nate Olson, Scott Sonstegard, Karla Peterick & Rod Boyer for your hard work! 



 

 

Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

An update on the DL Overnight Emergency Shelter 

About a year ago, the staff at First Lutheran Church (FLC) noticed an increase in the number of individuals who were 
homeless and seeking shelter in the Detroit Lakes area. The shelters in Detroit Lakes, Fargo/Moorhead & White Earth 
were full so we decided we needed to try to help. The FLC Social Justice Team met and decided to enlist community 
members to discuss providing safe emergency shelter in Detroit Lakes area until the individuals could get into a home-
less shelter or be able to afford their own housing. The “Becker County Homeless Task Force” was formed and included 
people from various churches and organizations in the Becker County area. Homelessness was not new to the area 
churches, for years individuals would come to them seeking safe shelter, so when we reached out many of them were 
eager to help.  When the task force first met we discussed locations for overnight emergency sheltering.  It was men-
tioned that the Fargo/Moorhead area used churches as host sites for overflow sheltering during the winter for individu-
als to sleep on cots overnight.  It was decided that FLC would be the host site with volunteers coming from all the com-
munity churches. FLC is a central location and the staff’s available to do intake during the day.  The church also had the 
space to shelter and it was approved by the Vision Council.  

With the help of an FLC member, who’s currently a coordinator with West Central MN Continuum of Care Homeless to 
Housed Task Force, we received a grant. The grant was a MN Covid-19 Fund distributed by Catholic Charities of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis, on behalf of the Department of Human Services, Office of Economic Opportunity. The first grant 
awarded on December 8, 2020 was for a total of $25,577. This grant was approved for spending from April 1, 2020 to 
December 30, 2020. We received a second grant totaling $38,244 on March 2, 2021 and this funding was to be spent 
by June 30, 2021. We received our third and final grant on July 1, 2021 for $10,100 to be spent by August 31, 2021. The 
total of all three grants are $73,921.00. The entire grant was spent and we submitted a report of all Covid-19 Emergen-
cy Response Funding to the Office of Economic Opportunity at the Department of Human Services on September 10, 
2021.  

The grant was divided into 5 categories.  Shelter-$49,601.88, Supplies-$2,233.87, Food-$7,846.26, Staffing-$7,618.70, & 
Rehab Upgrades for shelter facility-$6,600.  Shelter expenses included hotel stays, first month’s rent, damage deposits, 
shelter cots & bedding. Supply expenses included hygiene items, Covid-19 disinfectants and spray, protective gear, and 
other supplies for sheltering individuals. Food expenses included meal vouchers & gift cards, groceries, food to prepare 
meals, food pantry grocery bags, a fridge & microwaves for the shelter.  Staffing expenses included hiring a few site 
leads for the shelter and staffing to help with managing the grant process and budget.  Rehab of the shelter facility in-
cluded expenses to bring both the library, conference room and surrounding areas up to code with the approved exit 
signage, fire alarms, carbon monoxide system, door security system and security cameras. We have a completely de-
tailed budget spreadsheet with every receipt for all expenses.  If anyone would like to see a complete breakdown of 
each expense category, the binder is in the FLC office.  

We helped 67 households with shelter and food and 6 of these households had children. There was a total of 750 
nights paid for stays at a hotel or Airbnb with the total cost of hotel/Airbnb being $44,014.56. There were 4 households 
helped with damage deposits or first month’s rent, with the total spending amount being $2,300. There is a detailed 
spreadsheet of the number of nights each individual stayed. Some stayed 1 night while some were helped for a couple 
months until they secured housing. All the individuals we helped shelter were referred to Mahube-Otwa housing in-
take. Many of these individuals received help from them with their first month’s rent/damage deposit depending on 
their income guidelines at the time. If they did not qualify with Mahube-Otwa, then we helped them with our grant 
funding. There were 4 households served in the shelter at FLC for a total of 6 days.  Over 250 pre-cooked meals were 
cooked by volunteers, frozen, and handed out to individuals. There were also 215— $10 meal cards purchased from 
the grant. Over 100 pre-packaged grocery bags of food were handed out to individuals.  

Volunteers:  Well I can’t say thank you enough to everyone who volunteered in some way. We had 30 volunteers sign 
up to help with the overnight shelter. They all attended a training prior to being able to volunteer as a shelter supervi-
sor overnight. We had individuals donate clothing and many items that were needed for shelter guests. Volunteers 
handmade special faith items that I hand out to individuals to remind them that people are praying for them and they 
are loved. Many volunteers cooked meals, donated gift cards, organized the supplies, did laundry, and donated day 
passes to the DLCCC so individuals can shower and enjoy the facility.   
 (Continued on page 5) 



 

 

Ministerial Voucher Program:  This pro-
gram allows us to issue a voucher with a 
limited monetary amount for items like 
gas, clothing, food and an emergency ho-
tel stay. This ministry is funded by dona-
tions from area churches. Gas vouchers 
have been written out to those who need 
to travel for doctor appointments and 
those who need extra help getting to 
work. Thrift store vouchers are issued to 
those who needed help with clothes for 
themselves or children, bedding, and 
some various household supplies.  Vouch-
ers for food are issued to those who need 
help with groceries.   Hotel vouchers have 
been issued to guests who have been 
stranded in the area, need to escape an 
unsafe living situation, or for individuals 
who are living in cars and need to escape 
the cold.  Each church has access to a da-
tabase which documents who we help. 
We limit these vouchers as we express to 
the individual these are for when they are 
experiencing a crisis. This is a great minis-
try that will remain, and you should be 
proud of all the churches who contribute 
to this and who assist individuals in emer-
gency need with these vouchers.  This 
shows the compassion and collaboration 
between so many churches. 

The Ministerial vouchers are amazing, but they are also limited to certain items. This is where First Lutheran Church’s 
Agape Fund has helped with other barriers people have experienced being in crisis. Your donations to the Agape Fund, 
have helped people purchase new tires, assisted with electricity bills, & helped pay to fix housing problems like leaking 
pipes.  Individuals who are seeking employment or applying for housing are sometimes missing vital documentation. 
You have helped buy birth certificates, driver’s licenses, social security cards, & payed a month’s cell phone bill so they 
can make & receive calls for employment. Thank you for your gifts, which allow us to bridge a gap for many individuals. 

The best part of this ministry is to hear how much the guests appreciate the help and care they receive. I’ve sat with 
many individuals when they first come into the church.  Some with only the clothes on their backs, or the hospital 
gown from the ER.  Some of them cry when they are faced with the possibility of having to pull their children from 
school to relocate to an open shelter.  All of this is heart wrenching. I have sometimes had no words to give, but just 
cried with them instead. People come to us at their lowest point and most are just seeking for someone to care about 
them and believe they can succeed.  Individuals call us with updates and those are the best! They call about getting a 
job interview, finding a support group, keeping their sobriety (the latest news is one who has been clean since Decem-
ber 14, 2020), securing jobs & then housing!  

Our grant funding has ended as of August 31, 2021, and we need to ask ourselves how we feel we are going to keep 
supporting the individuals in our community who are homeless. We financially are not able to keep sheltering the indi-
viduals at the hotels for extended lengths of time without grant funding.  The individuals who we were helping with 
longer stays have been ones who have jobs, kids in school, or are currently in treatment programs and are doing well 
and hopefully soon finding jobs. Even though we had wonderful volunteers willing to supervise guests overnight at the 
church shelter, it is hard to have the ability when it is so short notice as individuals seek shelter the day they need shel-
ter. We can still consider this if we know ahead of time of sheltering needs. Since we don't have a fully 
staffed shelter here in town, I think we will have to go back to referring them to other shelters and help them with bus 
tickets to get there. We will use the Ministerial Vouchers for the 1 to 2 nights max until they can get to another loca-
tion. My worry is what will we do when they are full because as of today September 24th the men’s shelters in Fargo/
Moorhead were full and the women’s shelters are getting close to being full. There is a group of individuals from the 
community who will be meeting with other community members to talk about how the Detroit Lakes Area would like 
to see themselves helping individuals who are seeking shelter. Please pray about this and if any of you would like to be 
involved please contact the office and I will get you added to the email list.  

Here are some barriers of those who are  
experiencing crises associated with homelessness.  

▪ No Safe Shelter  (No healthy family/friends to live with) 

▪ NO Photo ID or Social Security Cards (Needed to apply for jobs) 

▪ NO Driver’s License (Re-instatement fee are unaffordable) 

▪ NO Vehicle (Need tokens/Limited on hours of travel) 

▪ NO Gas   

▪ NO clothing  

▪ NO Food  

▪ NO Phone (Can’t afford phone bill) 

▪ Need Help with Basic Needs (Laundry or hygiene supplies) 

▪ No Employment (It will take a few weeks to get first paycheck) 

▪ No Apartment (Past Felonies make it very difficult to get approved) 

▪ No Furniture for apartments when they get moved in 

▪ No Address (No address for applications or place to have mail sent.) 

▪ No Health Insurance 

▪ Needs for Car sleeping:  warm clothes & blankets. 

▪ NO Caseworker or Social Worker Connections 

Pray for everyone who is struggling with multiple barriers contributing  
to homelessness & thank you for helping them get back on their feet!  



 

 

‘Action Corp’ Monthly Hospitality Teams 

Action Corps serves the Coffee Fellowship time on Sunday mornings, provides desserts 
for funerals and serves other congregational events.  

The month you are on Action Corps, you will be called by your Action Corps leader to see when and how you would like to 
participate. For Sunday mornings: You can serve (set-up, serving and/or clean up).   You can donate food items or you can 
donate money to purchase food items.  You will only be called as the need arises for funerals & other events.  

We accomplish big things when everybody does a little bit! Thank You!! 

Each family/person has a 3-month quarter in which they will be called upon for serving. If you know which Sunday you would 
prefer to help serve during Sunday Coffee Fellowship time, please contact your leader and let them know! Call the office, 847-
5656, if you would like to change the season in which you serve. 

Samuel & Shelly Foster 
Steven Fuhs 
Louanne Gerdes 
Daniel & Serena Gigstead 
Robert Guetter & Kaitlin Sillerud 
Mark Gunderson 
Robin Hilde 
Sharon Hill 
Darin & Becky Itzen 
Luke & Christine Karlgaard 
Shawn & Candice King 
Dave & Diane Knopf 
Justin & Amy Knopf 
Brian Kotschevar & Sharon 

Alan Lunde 
Henrietta Malchow 
Lorraine McCawley 
Brandon & Krystal Meyer 
Brant & LeAnn Mouw 
Debra Nelson 
Nicholas Omberg 
Diana Pearson 
Edna Mae Pearson 
Joseph  & Krista Pihlaja 
Travis & Lindsay Romine 
Rodney & Shirley Searls 
Mark & Carla Solem 
Charles & Joanne Thompson 
Matthew & Mindy Wilson 

November Leader:   Tanzy Haisley 

Evangeline Barnack 
Dawn Barnack 
Terry & Linda Beilke 
Ryan & Susan Bjorklund 
Brent & Jodi Blake 
Richard & Linda Branden 
Ardith Carlson 
Lenora Dire 
Jim & Beverly Elletson 
Marlys Engebretson 
Leif & Deb Erickson 
Sara & Zackary  Erickson 
Betty Fischer 
Steve & Rhonda Fode 

Benjamin & Kristi Fradenburgh 
Kim Fuhs 
Brent & Sarah Fulton 
Keith & Virginia Gilbertson 
Steven & Rita Glunberg 
Gary & Tanzy Haisley 
Virginia & Justin Hanson 
David & Elaine Hedman 
Amanda Heisserer 
Ted & Hollice Heisserer 
Jody & Julie Hibma 
Jeana Ketter 
Josh & Tiffany Krieg 
Sonja Lillquist 

Robert Lund 
Paul & Brenda Muckenhirn 
Jeff & Lori Nustad 
Charlotte Olson 
Paul & Pamela Orth 
Roger & Arlene Reierson 
Rodney & Susan Schaffer 
Kristie Shaffer 
Frank & Joleen Skolte 
LeRoy & Mathilde Svenby 
Edward & Anne Trost 
Gary Tunheim 
Jeff & Barbara Wilson 
Gary & Patti Ziebell 
Patricia Zurn 

Charlotte Bergeron 
James & Susan Biewer 
Stefan & Michelle  Bischof 
Clarene Blom 
Patricia Bollig 
Steven & Linda Bollig 
Scott & Susan Busker 
Mark & Janel Christen 
Matthew & Teaira Christen 
Theodore & Lynn Cihak 
Arlen & Brenda Cummings 
Russell & Mavis Davis 
Grace Dunham 
Barry & Judy Fewson 

October  Leader:   Volunteer Needed 



 

 

Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

 

PLEA FOR HELP 
I read an article written 9/24/21, from a virtual press conference that was held with Fargo and West Far-
go hospital and city leaders.  During this press conference the leaders were begging people to get vac-
cinated and take precautions to prevent further spread of COVID-19.  The article states, “Both Sanford 
Health and Essentia Health hospitals (including St. Mary’s in Detroit Lakes) have been running at or near 
capacity, straining caregivers exhausted by the unrelenting pandemic, now more than 18 months old and 
experiencing a fourth wave driven by the delta variant.  Also, the surge of COVID-19 patients is com-
pounding the burden already imposed by patients needing hospital care for trauma, cardiovascular dis-
ease, and cancer, among other illnesses.”   

“Getting vaccinated and taking other precautions is a way, health providers stressed, to keep beds open 
for heart attack victims and others with serious medical problems requiring hospitalization.  It's also im-
portant to protect children under 12, not yet eligible to receive vaccines, and now one of the most vulner-
able groups.” 

The speakers also repeatedly pointed out that more than 90% of those getting sick from COVID-19 and 
more than 90% of hospitalized COVID-19 patients are unvaccinated.  They also stated that the unvac-
cinated should not assume that they can be saved by the monoclonal antibodies.  Because of high na-
tionwide demand, the antibodies are in scare supply.  

By getting the vaccine, you are not only protecting yourself but your family members, friends, and those 
who are not eligible for the vaccine yet.  I agree with one of the speakers who said to those who haven’t 
gotten the shot, “I’m worried about the 10 people you’ll give the virus to before you realize you are sick”.   

Patients needing hospital care have had to be transferred to other hospitals out of North Dakota and 
Minnesota because local hospitals are full.  Sometimes these transfers are to hospitals hundreds of 
miles away from home.   

Even in breakthrough cases (vaccinated people getting COVID-19), vaccines are effective in preventing 
serious illness resulting in hospitalization or death.   

As stated by one of our local hospital leaders, "It is time for the community to step up and take action. 
Get vaccinated, please. Our health care heroes are counting on you." 

 
*  Vaccines are available locally at Essentia, Sanford, CVS, Thrifty White Pharmacy, and Becker County 
Public Health.   

*  The CDC and the FDA have approved a booster of the Pfizer vaccine for those over the age of 65, 
residents 18 and older in long-term care settings, and people ages 50-64 with certain underlying medical 
conditions.  You must have received the first two shots of the Pfizer vaccine to receive the Pfizer boost-
er.  Ask your provider if you qualify for the Pfizer booster.   

*  The FDA continues to work on the authorization of a COVID vaccine for children under the age of 12.  
Pfizer has been approved for those 12 and older.    

If you have questions regarding vaccines, you may call me at 847-5656 or talk to your provider.  

        Blessings,  
        Denise, Parish Nurse  

https://www.inforum.com/newsmd/coronavirus/7205943-Sanford-moves-some-patients-to-overflow-as-Fargo-hospitals-near-capacity
https://www.inforum.com/newsmd/coronavirus/7205943-Sanford-moves-some-patients-to-overflow-as-Fargo-hospitals-near-capacity


 

 

  
I love gardening.  I love the feel of the dirt in my hands.  I get very excited about designing beautiful flower gardens that 
bloom all summer, and impeccable garden vegetable rows that radiate color and freshness.  Every Spring, I get filled 
with anticipation for the growing season. 

But not this Spring. 

I thought about all the time and effort needed to complete this monstrosity of task…and I was completely over-
whelmed and filled with dread. 

So I didn’t plant a vegetable garden. 

BUT, I still had a large flower garden to deal with.  And I was in no mood to do so.  To top it all off, my five burning 
bushes that are over 10 years old DIED.  ALL AT THE SAME TIME.  I wasn’t sure what to do; the thought of digging them 
up was too much for me.  So…I decided to water them.  I watered them with my rusty outdoor spigot because I didn’t 
want to get my pump ready to bring in fresh pond water.  That would be too much work and effort.   

“It’ll be good enough,” I told myself. 

I watered them most every day.  Not to necessarily give them life, but just so they looked less ugly and then I wouldn’t 
have to deal with the deadness. 

But it didn’t work.  They were still SO dead, so I conceded that I would need to dig them up.  I didn’t want to, so I asked 
my 16 year old son to do the dirty deed.  He was not pleased at all to do this task. 

“Mom, seriously, they are still alive,” he said. 

Now I’m irritated.  “No they are not,” I said.  “Look at the mountain of dead branches?  You touch them and they snap.  
It’s dead.  Dig it up.  I’ll pay you $20.” 

“Mom, seriously.  Look closer.  There are tons of green leaves under the branches.  It’s still alive.  Why don’t you just 
trim off the dead stuff and see how it looks?” 

“Fine,” I said.  So I grabbed the snips and started cutting.  Branch by branch, I cut away the death, and the more I cut, 
the more life I saw.  Speckles of greenery in all different shades shown through the dry branches.  An aroma of life and 
newness filled my senses.   

My mood changed.  I felt different somehow.  I felt that soft voice of God inside of me speaking, telling me it was going 
to be okay.   

The world is so different now, and working in the medical field during this time of a pandemic has stripped me of some 
joy.  It’s made me harder, where I was usually soft.  God shone through these burning bushes, telling me that there was 
beauty in the darkness; there was joy beyond the ugliness.  MY GOD challenged me to strip away my hardened branch-
es, one by one, and put them at His feet.  What was revealed is a spectacular show of the bright green leaves of new 
growth. 

People of God, there is so much beauty out there.  If you are reading this, you probably have some sort of faith or rela-
tionship with God.  He will always be there waiting for you, even in periods of devastation, torment, or monotony.  I 
barely watered these dying plants, and I did so with the worst water I could possibly give them, and God still let them 
survive.  He taught me that the faith of a mustard seed is still enough.  My God waited for me, lovingly; waiting for me 
to listen to His words of encouragement. 

This gave me a passion again.  I went out and bought some new plants, played in my flower garden, and enjoyed the 
newness I was given that day with God. 

God is good.  All the time. 

AMEN. 

A Devotional Message 
from FLC Member Bridgette Bergman   



 

 

By, Emma Duncan, Youth & Family Ministry Director 

Important Dates 

Wednesday, October 20 and Sunday, October 24 
MEA BREAK—No Confirmation 

Sunday, October 17 
10th Grade Confirmation Service at 1:00 PM 

Important Dates 

Wednesday, October 20 and Sunday, October 24 
MEA BREAK—No Faith Formation 

Sunday, October 10 & Wednesday, October 13 
Kindergarten Bible Distribution 



 

 

“Let’s Just Reconnect and Talk!” 
Sunday, October 10 and 17 at 9:30 a.m.  

The First Lutheran Church Adult Faith Formation team met recently to brainstorm about what members of the 
congregation are wanting educationally, spiritually, and personally as the 2021-22 church year takes form. 
Suggestions were made which included speakers, presentations, book studies, Bible studies, Advent and Lent 
studies, Social Justice studies, Homelessness solutions . . . however, the one basic desire that is being heard 
from many individuals is “connectedness”.  People want to talk! Eighteen months of Covid cautiousness has 
denied many the connectedness that is necessary to feel a confidence in home, public, and community settings. 

First Lutheran Church IS a community!  As a community we need to talk and listen, to have conversations 
where we can to encourage and support each other. 

Adult Faith Formation will take shape between Sunday worship services on Sunday, October 10 and 17 at 
9:30 a.m. with “Let’s Just Reconnect and Talk!” 

If social distancing is an issue, small groups may consider gathering in both the Library and Conference Room 
with facilitators.  Some of the conversation starters may be:  

“Let’s Just Reconnect and Talk!” will also be offered on Tuesday, October 12 and 19 at 6:30 p.m. 

Sharing your concerns, joys, fears, triumphs . . . may be good for you, but the stories you share may be a per-
fect prescription for someone else who is listening and may not have the confidence to tell.  Jesus transforms 
lives in big ways and small ways – He may be working through you! 

Churches United for the Homeless 
Sunday, November 14 

JoRelle Grover, from Churches United, Moorhead will offer a Temple Talk at both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 
a.m. Sunday worship services November 14 PLUS she will present during the 9:30 a.m. Adult Faith Formation 
Hour. 

Churches United is a vital partner of First Lutheran’s Homeless Solutions endeavor.  Their annual fundraiser 
was cancelled due to the pandemic and they are reaching out to churches for support of their new Food Pantry.  
JoRelle will provide information to our congregation concerning Churches United’s ongoing work and the in-
creasing needs of our neighbors. 

~ Book Study ~ 

A book study during the Advent Season to encourage focus, rest, and spiritual renewal 
with emphasis on anticipation, hope, Patience, and obedience. 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. beginning November 28    Wednesdays at 11 a.m. beginning December 1  

• What was the most difficult thing about the last 
year and a half? 

• What brought you joy during the last year and a 
half? 

• Shared commonalities 

• Optimism 

• What is my sense of purpose? 

• Stress 

• Work/Life balance  

• What did you miss? 

• Where was God working in your life? 

• Loneliness 

• Where do I belong? 

• Change 

• Motivation 

• Fears and Concerns 



 

 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples. Sing to Him, sing 
praises to Him; Speak of all His wonders. Glory in His holy name; Let the heart of those who seek the Lord be 
glad. 

Trying to keep my 3-year-old engaged during a car trip, I brought her attention to the view out her window of 
wind blowing the trees. She looked for a few moments and then said, "The sky is talking to the trees." In-
deed, every element of God's creation responds to and communicates with every other element, including 
the human inhabitants, of God's world. 

I hope when all those pieces of God's glorious handiwork hear Oaklyn and me talking to them, our voices and 
our ensuing actions demonstrate nothing but thanks and praise to God. And I hope our hearts are gladdened 
by sustaining these gifts from God. 

 

On Sunday, November 21, representatives of the FLC Creation Care Team will share an up-

date on the team’s work and projects during the Adult Faith Formation time (9:30 to 10:30 

a.m.) between services.  Please watch for additional information on this opportunity to 

learn.  So mark your calendars . . .  

First Lutheran Church is in the process of creating a new directory!  We have completed all of 
the professional photo sittings, but you can still submit a photo for the directory!  Photos can 
be emailed to melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com.  You can also call or email the office and let 
them know to reuse the photo from the last directory OR stop by the church and have one of 
the staff take a photo of you.  All photos need to be submitted by Sunday, October 17.  

A very special person will be  
celebrating her 40th Birthday 

on October 27th! Stop in the office 
to wish her well all month long!  



 

 

The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church—Written by Norma Smith 

The First Lutheran Church Women are reorganizing and 
becoming active again.  To replenish their budget, which 
supports many areas for youth and community needs, 
they will be holding a fundraiser.  

FLCW is holding a “No Bake, Bake Sale” which will be open 
to all members of First Lutheran!  Donations can be made 
payable to FLCW and left in the church office by October 
31.  Simply donate an amount you would normally spend 
for supplies and baking.  Any amount is welcome and ap-
preciated. 

We thank you in advance for helping us as we try to help 
in so many areas of need locally, regionally and world-
wide. 

A bit of new we have to say-  
A no-bake bake sale is on its way. 

In these busy, rushing days, who wants to 
Bake breads, pies, cookies or cakes? 

You’d be surprised if you count the cost 
Of ingredients, heat and the time you’d lost. 

Baking for sales is extra work, 
Yet nobody really wants to shirk. 

So, we’ve thought of a plan that’s truly grand 
And feel quite sure you will understand. 

In an envelope please put in the price  
For a salad, pie, bread, cake or something nice. 

Without fuss or bother you have done your part, 
We hope you will give with a willing heart! 

This is the end of our little tale- 
Wishing success for our No-Bake Bake Sale! 



 

 

KITCHEN FUND (CONT.) 
In Memory of: Jerry Price 

Given by:  Les & Glenette Olson 
Given by:  Vic & Jean Rolle 

RADIO  FUND 
In Memory of: Ray Heino 

Given by:  Fern Brown 
Given by:  Delroy & Liz Mathison 
Given by:  Susan Kortemeier 

In Memory of: Jerry Price 
Given by:  Delroy & Liz Mathison 
Given by:  Ken & Marlys Christianson 
Given by:  LouAnne Gerdes 
Given by:  Rodger & Marilyn Tinjum 
Given by:  Elyda Handegard 
Given by:  Darlene Olson 
Given by:  Marilyn Hedstrom 

In Memory of: Dennis Anderson 
Given by:  Fern Brown 
Given by:  Marlys Douglas 
Given by:  Charlotte Hoeglund 
Given by:  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 
Given by:  Rodger & Marilyn Tinjum 

In Memory of: John Johannson 
Given by:  Fern Brown 

In Memory of: Marcus Waryan 
Given by:  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 

UNSPECIFIED  FUND 
In Memory of: Jerry Price 

Given by:  Joyce Miller 
Given by:  Steven & Kristi Hanson 
Given by:  John & Judith Hoeglund 
Given by:  Edna Mae Pearson 
Given by:  Michael & Kim Slette 
Given by:  Bob Jernberg 

In Memory of: Dennis Anderson 
Given by:  Ardys Horner 
Given by:  Richard & Kathleen Riedberger 
Given by:  Ruth Olson 
Given by:  Bob Jernberg 

YOUTH & FAMILY FUND 
In Memory of: Jerry Price 

Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

In Memory of: Ray Heino 
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

In Memory of: Dave Kaldahl 
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

In Memory of: Ole Olson 
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

In Memory of: Dennis Anderson 
Given by:  Dave & Elaine Hedman 

AGAPE FUND 
In Memory of: Sandy Resline 

Given by:  Ted & Holly Heisserer 

In Memory of: Jon Horner 
Given by:  Ardys Horner 

ALTAR GUILD FUND 
In Memory of: Ray Heino 

Given by:  The Heino Family 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS FUND 
In Memory of: Ray Heino 

Given by:  Cindy & Jim Bruflodt 
Given by:  Heino Family 

FOUNDATION FUND 
In Memory of: Jerry Price 

Given by:  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 
Given by:  Arvin & Twila Halvorson 

In Memory of: John Johannson 
Given by:  Steve & Rita Glunberg 

In Memory of: Dennis Anderson 
Given by:  Arvin & Twila Halvorson 
Given by:  Grace Dunham 
Given by:  Rolland Kjos 
Given by:  Jan & Dennis Baldner 
Given by:  Edna Mae Pearson 
Given by:  Steven & Karen Anderson 

GENERAL FUND 
In Memory of: Ray Heino 

Given by:  Heino Family 

In Memory of: John Johannson 
Given by:  Ted & Holly Heisserer 
Given by:  Henrietta Malchow 

In Memory of: Dennis Anderson 
Given by:  Henrietta Malchow 

JUBILATE CHOIR FUND 
In Memory of: John Johannson 

Given by:  Del & Garnet Hultgren 
Given by:  LouAnne Gerdes 

In Memory of: Jerry Price 
Given by:  Erin Erickson 

KITCHEN FUND 
In Memory of: Ray Heino 

Given by:  Heino Family 

In Memory of: John Maher 
Given by:  Bev Melgaard 

FLC acknowledges with grateful  
appreciation these memorials which  
have been received this past month. 



 

 

Update From Trinity Hope 
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Trial -> Joy 
By Denise Gudlin,  

Co-Executive Director of Trinity HOPE 
 

I watch all the trials Haiti experiences one after another with no end in sight.  My heart breaks and doubts arise as I 
wonder, “Will Haiti ever be able to thrive?” 

In James 1:2-4, he tells us to count our trial all joy – “great joy”, “pure joy”.  This sounds contrary to what we feel but 
we know God can use our afflictions to refine us and make us stronger.  The thriving 
and renewal we experience after a trial or suffering brings glory to God. 

Pure joy is what I see when I walk into a Haiti Christian school and the children look up 
and see the cooks walking into their classroom with lunch.  All the trials they have 
already experienced in the recent hours, days, months, and years are changed to 
renewed HOPE because they know God loves them. 

I look forward to returning to Haiti to walk with our Haitian brothers and sisters again.  
During our trip after Hurricane Matthew, many shared testimonies of blessings and 
praised God for sparing their lives.  I look forward to hearing them praise God and 
recount the many blessings they experienced when the Earthquake, tropical storm Grace, COVID and political unrest 
struck this summer. I cannot wait to see the joy in the teacher’s face knowing that their children are able to focus and 
learn. I can’t wait to see the joy in the eyes of the children as their bellies are no longer grumbling. But I most want to 
see their eyes as their faith in Jesus grows.  

So, as we go forward let’s all keep our eyes on Jesus alone, and let 
the Holy Spirit lead our hearts and souls as we share His saving grace 
with others.  God has a plan for each of us and for those in Haiti.  We 
need to continue our Faith walk through all trials and challenges. To 
God be the Glory! 

 

News from Trinity HOPE  

 

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.  

This home was shelter to 20 people when a large tree fell 
right where Pastor Touloute points out the saving Grace of 

God during Hurricane Matthew. 



 

 

October 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

2 

3 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
Teacher & Volunteer Installation 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship  
  9:30a  Sunday School 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

4 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 
 

 

5 
 

  8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:30a  Rebekah Cir, Dining Rm 
  2:00p  Rachel Cir, Library 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

6 
 

Wednesday Schedule 

Teacher & Volunteer Installation 

 6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 
  5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
  5:15p  Oasis Meal 
  6:00p  Worship Service 
  6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Reh. 
  6:30p  Faith Formation Hour 
  7:15p  Jubilate Choir Reh. 

7 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning Com 

   

8 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

9 

10 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Kindergarten Service Day 
Kindergarten Bible Distribution 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship  
  9:30a  Sunday School 
  9:30a  Adult Forum:  Reconnect 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

11 
 

 5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

  

12 
 

  8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  4:00p  Sons of Norway, Din Rm 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  Stewardship Mtg, Lounge 
  6:30p  Adult Forum: Reconnect 
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

13 
 

Wednesday Schedule 

Kindergarten Service Day 
Kindergarten Bible Distribution 

 6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 
  5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
  5:15p  Oasis Meal 
  6:00p  Worship Service 
  6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Reh. 
  6:30p  Faith Formation Hour 
  7:15p  Jubilate Choir Reh. 

14 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 
  1:30p  Ruth Circle 

  

15 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

16 
 
 

17 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
Confirmation Sunday 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship  
  9:30a  Sunday School 
  9:30a  Adult Forum:  Reconnect 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 
  1:00p  Confirmation Sunday 

18 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

19 
 

  8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:30p  Adult Forum:  Reconnect 
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

20 
 

  NO FAITH FORMATION 
MEA BREAK 

  6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
10:00a  Ecumen Worship  
  4:00p  Father’s Project 
  5:00p  Worship Team Reh. 
  6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Reh. 
  7:15p  Jubilate Choir Prac. 

21 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 
 
 
 

 

22 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

23 

24 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 
Prayer Shawl Blessings 

No Faith Formation—MEA 

  8:30a  Traditional Worship Serv. 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 
 

25 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

26 
 

  8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  5:30p  Vision Council, Dining Rm 
  7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

27 
 

  Wednesday Schedule 

6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 
  4:00p  Father’s Project 
  5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
  5:15p  Oasis Meal 
  6:00p  Worship Service 
  6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Reh. 
  6:30p  Faith Formation Hour 
  7:15p  Jubilate Choir Reh. 

28 
 

  8:00a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 
   

29 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

30 



 

 

Congregational Staff 
Lead Pastor:  
Pastor Joe Skogmo pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Associate Pastor:  
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Youth and Family Ministry Director 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Support Ministries Coordinator: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Communications  Director: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 30  Issue 3 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published monthly 
and mailed to the members and friends of 
First Lutheran Church. The purpose of this 

publication is to inform the congregation of 
church activities and upcoming events. Arti-
cles for publication are to be submitted to 

the church office by the 20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 
Winter Hours  

(Labor Day to Memorial Day) 
Monday—Friday 

8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Hours  
(Memorial Day to Labor Day) 

Monday—Thursday 
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

Fridays  
8:30 AM to Noon 

 

Office Phone:  847-5656 
Fax Phone:  847-7009 

flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 
Chairman:  Steve Schantzen 

Vice-Chairman: Nathan Olson 
Secretary:  Deanne Udby 

Treasurer:  Chad Carlblom 

Chris Malecka, Scott Sonstegard,  
Tanner Duncan, Carla Solem, Carol Lee, 

& Kari Stattelman 
 

Foundation Board 
President:  Kevin Shipley 

President-Elect: Steve Glunberg 
Secretary:  Patti Cummins 
Treasurer:  Susan Schaffer 

Shar Arvig, Dan Berg, Ryan Manke,  
Les Perry  & Adrienne Buboltz 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 


