
First Lutheran Church 
912 Lake Avenue · Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 · Ph: 218-847-5656 · flc@firstlutheranchurch.com · firstlutheranchurch.com 

GATHERING MUSIC Great is Thy Faithfulness—arr. Martha Lynn Thompson Bell Ensemble 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

GATHERING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  ELW #504 vs 1, 2 & 4 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious;  

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 
With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. On earth he has no equal. 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected. 
You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! 
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored. He holds the field victorious. 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day.  The kingdom's ours forever! 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Faithful God,  

All: Have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those 
of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE Built on a Rock ELW #652 vs 1, 3 & 5 
1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, even when steeples are falling; 

crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, bells still are chiming and calling— 
calling the young and old to rest, calling the souls of those distressed, longing for life everlasting.  

3 Christ builds a house of living stones: we are his own habitation; 
he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, granting us life and salvation. 
Where two or three will seek his face, he in their midst will show his grace, blessings upon them bestowing. 

5 Through all the passing years, O Lord, grant that, when church bells are ringing, 
many may come to hear your Word, who here this promise is bringing: 
"I know my own, my own know me; you, not the world, my face shall see; my peace I leave with you. Amen." 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor: Let us pray, 

All:  O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people. By your Spirit renew us in your covenant of 
love, and train us to care tenderly for all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

MUSICAL MESSAGE I Surrender All to You—Mary McDonald Vocal Ensemble 

FIRST READING  Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NRSV) 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 46 (NRSV) 
R: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

C: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its 
waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

R: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 

C: God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns.  

 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-
changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. 
Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.  
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Join Us For Worship 

Prayers of Sympathy to 

Prayers for  God’s People 
RESPONSIVE PSALM (Cont.) Psalm 46 (NRSV) 

R: The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

C: The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

R: Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

C: He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he 
burns the shields with fire. 

R: “Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.” 

C: The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

SECOND READING Romans 3:21-24 (NRSV) 
R: The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL John 8:31-36 (NRSV) 
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise be to Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Joe Skogmo 

HYMN OF THE DAY There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  ELW #588 
1 There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea; 

there's a kindness in God's justice which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heav'n. 
There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment giv'n. 

2 There is welcome for the sinner, and a promised grace made good; 
there is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood. 
There is grace enough for thousands of new worlds as great as this; 
there is room for fresh creations in that upper home of bliss. 

3 For the love of God is broader than the measures of our mind; 
and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
But we make this love too narrow by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify its strictness with a zeal God will not own. 

4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; it is something more than all: 
greater good because of evil, larger mercy through the fall. 
Make our love, O God, more faithful; let us take you at your word, 
and our lives will be thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord.  

STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 

SHARING OF PEACE & OFFERING GRATITUDE 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

PRAYER’S OF HEALING 

LORD’S PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN How Firm a Foundation ELW #796 vs 1 & 2 
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,  

is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said 
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 

SENDING 
P:  Go in peace and serve the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God. 

Today’s altar flowers are given in honor of the confirmands being confirmed today. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR? - We are asking the congregation to share short videos of what they are thankful for this 
year.  These videos will be shared at our Thanksgiving Worship Services.  Please get recorded videos to 
Cory@firstlutheranchurch.com by November 15th.  

RSVP FOR INDOOR WORSHIP! Please remember to RSVP before attending!  Opportunities to RSVP include following 
the link found in the Weekly Update, the link on the FLC website or by calling Mackenzie in the church office the week 
before the Sunday service you hope to attend.  

NO OASIS IGNITED Due to potential COVID exposures and various scheduling challenges amongst the staff, Oasis Ignited virtual 
worship has been canceled for Wednesday, October 21st. We have also decided to suspend virtual Oasis worship through at least 
the remainder of 2020. This decision grants us the ability to give better focus to the ministries and worship services we are current-
ly carrying out, as well as an opportunity to focus on planning worship and programs for the holiday season.  

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1ST - If you have a loved one ( who has passed away since last November 2019) who 
you would like remembered in our Slide Show, please submit a photo and name to the office by October 26th by email-
ing it to Mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com. The office has names and photos of all saints whose funerals were held 
at First Lutheran this past year, but please call the office to verify we have your loved one included. 

VETERANS & MILITARY FAMILIES - In order to honor our First Lutheran military personnel, past and present, we would 
like to compile a list of names with branch and dates of service.  If you have not submitted this information to the 
office previously, please email the info to melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com to get it added by the end of October. 

BECKER COUNTY FOOD SHELF—November is our Food Pantry Volunteer Month. First Lutheran Church provides 2 to 3 
people to help out on the Tuesday’s and Thursday’s throughout the month of November. Prayerfully consider this min-
istry to our community and sign up online with the link provided in the weekly emails or call the office and Mackenzie 
will sign you up.  

DRIVE THRU COMMUNION SERVICES EXPANDED Starting in November we will be having Drive-Up Holy Communion at 
10:00 AM on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, and at 6:15 PM on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month!  

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS WANTED—Becker County Human Services is looking for Volunteer Drivers to provide transports. 
Mileage Reimbursement at the current rate. Applicants must have a reliable vehicle, valid driver’s license & insurance 
& a cleared medical statement from their physician. If interested, please contact Shannon F. or Christy R. at 847-5628. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH is important every year. It’s important to examine ourselves, see how we 
can help, and if we’re already helping, how can we help more. One way to help is to donate your old phones.  If you 
have a phone to donate, please drop it off at Lakes Crisis Center in Detroit Lakes. Your old phone could save a life! 

FLC CHURCH OFFICE TO REMAIN CLOSED—The FLC office will remain closed for the time being.  If you are in need of 
assistance from the office staff or need to enter the church for any reason, call and leave a message and  the staff will 
get back to you ASAP.  

ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM- With heating season upon us, Greater Minnesota Gas, Inc. would like to remind resi-
dential homeowners or renters of the Energy Assistance Program (EAP). This federally-funded program helps pay for 
home heating costs and furnace repairs for income qualified households. Applications must be received or postmarked 
by May 31, 2021 to be processed for benefits for the 2020-2021 program year. More information is available online at 
https://www.mahube.org/services/energy-programs/energy-assistance/. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS IS FAST APPROACHING!  Don’t forget to set your clocks back on November 1! 

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _________________________  

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: ____________________________________________  Email: _________________________________________________  

I am a guest of: _____________________________________  I am a member of: _______________________________________  

□ First Time Visitor   □ I would like to be contacted by a pastor    □ I am interested in becoming a member 


