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GATHERING MUSIC  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  
P: With the lighting of one candle, Advent begins. This is the season of waiting and anticipation, the time when we 

look toward the light in the darkness. We come to this time filled with hope and longing, remembering the awe 
and joy of the Christmas story, yet heavy with the weight of the world and our lives. With the lighting of one can-
dle, Advent begins. We’ve been here before—with one candle. A candle to offer a prayer. A candle to mark the 
passing of another year.  A candle to point the way through the darkness to the Word/to God. Each week we will 
light another candle, and we’ll wait.  (Pastor Kimberly Knowle-Zeller)  

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW #240 vs. 1 

1  Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
     He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.  

GATHERING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW #257 vs 1 & 2 
1  O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
     that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

2  O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 
     in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way.     Refrain 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Most Merciful God,  

All: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

HYMN OF PRAISE Let All Moral Flesh Keep Silence ELW #490 vs 1 & 4 
1  Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;  
     ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand 
     Christ our God to earth descending comes full homage to demand. 

4  At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim with sleepless eye, 
     veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry: 

"Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!" 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor: Let us pray, 

All:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dan-
gers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip 
the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the 
coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But 

when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.  

Sunday, November 29, 2020 · 8:30 AM · 1st Sunday of Advent 



Radio 
Broadcast on 

KDLM 1340-AM 
and 93.1-FM at 

10:00 AM. 
Webcast   

Services are live-
streamed on 

In Person  
On Sundays at 
10:45 AM in the 

sanctuary. RSVP 
is mandatory  

to attend.   

Television  
On Saturdays at 

9:00 AM on Arvig 
Cable channel 14. 

Join Us  
For Worship 

Prayers of  
Sympathy to 

Prayers for   
God’s People 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (NRSV) 
Reader: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are 
enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 

All: Stir up your might, and come to save us! 

Reader: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

All: O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 

Reader: You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full 
measure. 

All: You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. 

Reader: Restore us, O God of hosts; llet but let your hand be upon the one at your right 
hand, the one whom you made strong for yourself. 

All: Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. 

Reader: Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (NRSV) 
R: The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.    

GOSPEL Mark 13:24-37 (NRSV) 
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise be to Christ.  

SERMON Pastor Lauryl Ivers 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  ELW #244 vs. 1 & 4 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 

the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 
Up. and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

4 Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free!  

STATEMENT OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 

SHARING OF PEACE & OFFERING & OFFERTORY PRAYER 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG Light of the World 
The world waits for a miracle.  The heart longs for a little bit of hope. 
Oh, come.  Oh, come, Emmanuel. A child prays for peace on earth  
And she’s calling out from a sea of hurt. Oh, come.  Oh come, Emmanuel. 
And can you hear the angels singing? 

Chorus: Glory to the Light of the World.  Glory, the Light of the World.  It is here. 

The drought breaks with the tears of a mother. A baby’s cry is the sound of love come down.   
Come down, Emmanuel. Here’s the song for the suffering. 
Here’s Messiah, the Prince of Peace has come. He has come, Emmanuel. Chorus 
For all who wait.  For all who hunger.  For all who’ve prayed.  For all who wonder. 
Behold your King.  Behold Messiah.  Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 

Final Chorus:  Glory to the Light of the World. Glory to the Light of the World. 
Glory to the Light of the World. Behold your King.  Behold Messiah. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 

The world waits for a miracle.  The heart longs for a little bit of hope.  
Oh, come.  Oh, come, Emmanuel. 

SENDING 
P:  Go in peace and serve the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INDOOR/INPERSON WORSHIP SERVICES PAUSED—After prayerful and heartfelt discernment, we have decided to 
pause indoor/in person worship on Sundays through the remainder of 2020. We have determined at this time that the 
current state of the pandemic in our local area necessitates extreme measures of caution to slow the spread and pro-
tect the health of all of you and our community at-large. We ask for you r patience and grace, and we pray for your 
safety and health.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to your pastors if you would like to talk through an of this. 

PARKING LOT WORSHIP SERVICES—First Lutheran Church will offer Parking Lot Worship Services on Sunday, Decem-
ber 20th and Sunday, December 27th at 10:45 AM in the FLC parking lot. These will be in place of the indoor worship 
services that have been paused at this time. Please join us in your car in the FLC parking lot so we can continue to wor-
ship together safely. 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES—On Christmas Eve, we will be offering several opportunities to worship with 
FLC.  A Parking Lot Live Nativity Worship Service at 3:30 PM in the FLC church parking lot, an Online Live Streamed 
Worship Service on our FLC YouTube and Facebook pastes at 5:00 PM, a Radio Broadcast Worship Service on KDLM-
1340 AM or 93.1 FM at 7:00 PM and a Parking Lot Candlelight Worship Service at 9:00 PM in the church parking lot.  
There will also be an Online Live Streamed Christmas Day Worship Service on the FLC YouTube and Facebook page at 
11:00 AM.  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS—The Advent and Christmas season is made more beautiful when the church is filled with 
beautiful poinsettias. If you would like to share flowers, click below for the order form. Cost is $12 per plant. Order 
deadline is December 14th. If you would like to share flowers, please complete a form and return it to the church office 
by mail or put it in the tub outside of the church.  

DRIVE THRU COMMUNION SERVICES—We will be having Drive-Up Holy Communion at 10:00 AM on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month, and at 6:15 PM on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month!   

POSTPONEMENT—The Brent Blake fundraiser has been postponed due to the increasing COVID-19 numbers in the 
area.  The hope is to reschedule for January 9th.  Further changes and details will be announced as we know more.  

SHOEBOXES NEEDED—We are in need of pre-wrapped shoe boxes for a local gift organization! If you have any shoe-
boxes at home, we invite you to wrap them in Christmas wrap and bring them into the church by Sunday, December 
6th. The boxes need to be wrapped so that they can open for gifts to be placed inside. If you are unable to wrap boxes 
but have some to donate, we will take those too!  

IPADS AVAILABLE—First Lutheran Church has been given grant money from Dancing Sky Area Agency on Aging.  We 
were able to purchase iPads with this money.  These iPads are available for use by members for the purpose of viewing 
worship services and/or communicating with family and friends during this time of the pandemic.  If you are interested 
in learning more about these iPads and their use, please contact Denise at #218-847-5656.   

CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE—We will not be doing the Christmas Angel Tree the traditional way this year.  There will be 
more information on how to sign up and donate to this cause in the Weekly Update emails.  If you do not receive these 
emails, contact the church office for more information on ways to get an angel tree family. 

VIRTUAL ADVENT MINI CONCERTS—Wednesday’s in Advent mini-concerts will be held, during the season of Advent, 
and hosted by First Lutheran Church. These concerts will be held virtually, via live-stream on the First Luther-
an YouTube page. The mini concerts will begin on Wednesday, December 2, and continue through Wednesday, Decem-
ber 16 from 12:00 PM to 12:30 PM. Performances will be given by several Musicians from First Lutheran Church, along 
with our good friend, Tim Eggebraaten. You’re invited to tune in on Wednesday’s in Advent, beginning Wednesday, 
December 2. You’ll be given a sense of “joy” for the Holiday season!  

Welcome Visitor! Date of Visit: _____________________  

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 Street City State Zip Code 

Phone: ____________________________________________  Email: __________________________________________  

I am a guest of: _____________________________________  I am a member of: _________________________________  

□ First Time Visitor    □ I would like to be contacted by a pastor  □ I am interested in becoming a member 


