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Please continue to reach out to the church office via email  or phone if you are in need  

of anything.  If you are  calling, please leave a message and we will respond ASAP. 

Sunday 
March 14 

March Highlights 

Limited In-Person Youth Classes Resume March 3 
(See the youth ministry page for more info on attending) 

Limited In-Person Children’s Classes Resume March 3 
(See the children’s ministry page for more info on attending) 

Lenten Services Continue Wednesdays March 3 

Healing Service March 28 

Children and Youth Ministry are now meeting in-person again at 
reduced capacity on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings! 

If you would like to sign up for in person class, contact Emma or 
Maddie in the church office or register online on the Children’s  

Ministry or Youth Ministry webpages at firstlutheranchurch.com. 

12:05 PM 
Online & In Person Worship 

(RSVP’s needed for in person worship  
by contacting the church office.) 

The online worship can be restreamed at home 
anytime it’s convenient for you to watch. 

February 24 — March 24 

More information about Lenten services can be found on page 2. 
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“Sensing God” 
Lent 2021 

As you may have heard and 
seen already, our worship 
theme for Wednesdays in Lent 
is structured around the “Five 
Senses,” and I wanted to take 
some time in this newsletter to 
introduce this Lenten focus. 

Each Wednesday worship ser-
vice in Lent will be organized in 
such a way to help us lean into 
a particular sense and how 
that sense is a way of experi-
encing God and God’s good 
news. For instance, on Febru-
ary 24th, this past Wednesday, 
we focused on the sense of 
touch, and explored biblically 
and through ritual how God’s 
love is proclaimed and experienced through physical touch. This coming Wednesday, March 3rd, we will focus on sense 
of taste and how God is experienced through that sense. Sight will be the focus on March 10th, sound on March 17th, 
and smell on March 24th.  So, why are we doing this?  

For a number of reasons, and one of them being because Christianity is an ‘earthy’ religion. It is about the God who 
was made flesh, and therefore, the God who can experience and can be experienced through the dimensions of physi-
cal reality. 

In other words, in the Bible, God is often described or proclaimed through things we can sense (through the taste of 
manna, bread, and wine, through the fragrances of myrrh and oil, in the sights of the skies and other natural wonders, 
through the feeling of baptismal water and the laying on of hands, through the sounds of song, thunder, and wind. 
Throughout the Bible and throughout our daily lives, God has made it so that God can be experienced physically. 

Not only that, through the senses is how we experience love of any kind. We hear love in words spoken to one anoth-
er. We see love in people doing things for one another, or in art, or film. We smell love in perhaps clean laundry, a 
clean house, or in the smell of flowers, a refreshing rain, or the perfume or cologne of a family member. We taste love 
in the coffee and tea that marks a new day or fellowship, or in sweets on special occasions, or in comfort food, celebra-
tory drinks, or a warm meal prepared by a loved one. And we feel love through touch as we embrace one another, 
shake hands, hug and kiss, as we unwrap a gift, or hold our child’s or loved one’s hand.  

Love is expressed through the language of the senses, and God became human in the Incarnation so that we might ex-
perience this expressed love with all of our being. 

Finally, we are doing this because this has been a year that has denied us of so many experiences of the senses. This 
has been a year that can certainly be described as ‘out of touch’ – of not hearing each other’s voices, not smelling the 
coffee of fellowship, not tasting each other’s foods, not seeing each other’s faces, and not feeling each other’s physical 
presences. Therefore, we want to refocus and reemphasize that despite so many inabilities to be together, our God is 
still present and can still be experienced through the five senses, and we will worship in such a way that creates space 
for and lifts up this proclamation. 

We hope you can join us (Wednesdays at 12:05 PM, in person via RSVP, and live webcast), or you can tune in by replay-
ing these recorded worship services at a later time (through our Facebook page or YouTube channel). 

God is Love (1 John 4:8), experienced through all the senses.  
Peace, 

Pr. Joe 

Update from Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo 
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Boozhoo!   This is the Ojibwe word for hello.   Boozhoo! 

One of the wonderful things about moving back to Minnesota is that I now live on the land 
where my maternal grandparents built a little fishing cabin, on a lake outside Detroit Lakes 
where I spent every summer with my family.  And my old friends, who lived next door with 
their grandparents, are still my great neighbors! 

I’ve read stories about people who live in areas where they don’t know any of their neighbors, 
and it makes me sad for them.   But I’m truly sad to admit that I know very little about some of 
my most important neighbors – my Ojibwe neighbors.    I’ve been reading about Indigenous 
people and learned something called a Land Acknowledgement for our area:  “The land I live 
on is the traditional land of the Indigenous People of Turtle Island (the Native American name 
for North America), and the ancestral homelands of the Anishinaabe, Assiniboine, and Dakota 
people.   My closest Indigenous neighbors are the sovereign, federally recognized tribe of the 
White Earth band of the Ojibwe people.  I’m learning about the legacies of violence and cultur-
al genocide that occurred alongside the displacement of their communities, and I do not want 
to let this truth be buried any longer…” – because I believe my family participated in the bro-
ken relationships with my neighbors.    A few years ago, I received a letter from a woman I did-
n’t know in Minneapolis.   In her diligent research on her family genealogy, she’d learned that 
my great-grandfather had a son – my maternal grandpa – who had been raised by his grand-
parents and aunts, but apparently not by his father, who had married a woman of the White 
Earth tribe – her great-grandmother.    She asked what I knew about my great-grandfather and 
his family.   I reported to her that I knew nothing - my grandparents and my mother, their only 
child, had all died.  As a child, I was only told a little of the hardships of my grandfather’s child-
hood - being raised by his aunts, none of whom I’d ever met, and having a broken leg that was 
never set, resulting in using a cane all his life.    This remains a mystery, and I’ve since learned 
about the prejudice of Scandinavian families in my great-grandparent’s day, who broke off rela-
tionships with those who married an Indigenous neighbor.    I will not know my great-grandpa 
and his family’s full story until I meet them in heaven.    But I’m sorry and sad not to know part 
of my extended family.    After all, in Christ that’s who we all are - not only neighbors, but ex-
tended family.    This year, I’ll be seeking to learn more, to hear the stories of my Ojibwe neigh-
bors, to truly honor and love them as family, as Jesus does.    If you’re interested in learning 
with me, please let me know, we can talk more. 

Miigwech is the Ojibwe word for thank you.  Miigwech.   And here’s something to think about – 
there is no word for good-bye in the Ojibwe language!    

God bless you, my family, 

Pastor Lauryl 

 

How very Good and Pleasant it is 

when Families  live together inUnity. 
-Psalm 133:1 

LauryL’s word 
Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor 
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Amid the challenges of the pandemic, our staff and pastors have continued to shine with God’s light with their com-
mitment to the ministries of FLC. It is nothing short of amazing how they have navigated the challenges this past year. 
With the pandemic they had to quickly set up home offices, including the technology, and they had to figure out how 
to continue their responsibilities to support our congregational members in different ways. Coming together this past 
year has been a logistical feat. From developing protocols for safely coming together for outdoor worship, to navi-
gating parking lot communion and services to opening up for indoor worship, the staff has taken the attitude of what 
we can do instead of what can’t we do. And we called two pastors during this time! Although Pastor Lauryl was not 
new to FLC, there was still relationship-building for the pastors and staff that is important to becoming a cohesive 
team. Without fail, but perhaps with some fear, our pastors and staff have navigated  this past year with grace and 
compassion.  

Considering all the above, there is also some exciting changes happening at FLC:  

As you know, Maddie Hanson submitted her resignation this Fall as Director of Youth Ministry at FLC, which provided 
an opportunity to pause and review our current positions, responsibilities, and structure. We greatly appreciate all that 
Maddie has contributed during her time at FLC and the difference she has made with many of our youth.  

Our pastors and staff  have spent time thinking strategically how to foundationally support our children, youth and 
families for a life long relationship with Jesus and their faith. The important elements include worship, learning, fellow-
ship and service. Through discussion, discernment and prayer, the recommendation was brought to the Personnel 
Committee and approved by the Vision Council to restructure the Director of Children’s Ministry and the Director of 
Youth Ministry into one position titled the Youth and Family Ministry Director. This position will lead and develop a 
vision for our children, youth and families that guides them through their faith journey to strengthen their relationship 
with Christ individually and as families.  Emma Duncan will serve in this position supported by a team of volunteers to 
assist with events, volunteers, and outreach (service). I’m confident that Emma has the experience, passion and lead-
ership that has called her to this position.  

Community members, including our pastors and staff, worked to develop a safety net for those experiencing home-
lessness with no options in our community for safe temporary shelter. With your support, FLC became that safety net. 
Because of the commitment of the Homelessness Solutions Task Force and MN DHS grant assistance, we have been 
able to coordinate temporary shelter in the community for the many who come to FLC for help. Your support is crucial 
to providing needed resources to our community.  

Although FLC was often asked in the past to help individuals find resources in the community whether it was shelter, 
food or other services, FLC has been called upon more and more to assist those in need to find shelter and resources. 
The coordination of services has fallen mostly to MacKenzie Hamm who has taken on this ministry with passion. We 
then had another opportunity to pause and review the Support Ministries Coordinator position to determine the re-
sponsibilities as well as time commitments truly reflect the job. Pastors, staff and the Personnel Committee recom-
mended a revised job description and request to make this position full time to meet the needs of the congregation 
and what we have been called to do for our community. The Vision Council approved this recommendation.  The en-
hancement of this role ensures our congregation and community can be served with the gifts that MacKenzie brings to 
this position.  

These are exciting changes amid the challenges. I commend the pastors and staff for taking pause to think strategically, 
theologically and purposefully to ensure what we are doing and how we are doing it allows FLC to remain strong, rele-
vant and vital for our congregation and our community.  

Yours in service,  
Jackie 

President’s Post 
Update from Vision Council President Jackie Buboltz 
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Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

Thank you to all who have been asking about the Emergency Shelter and how it is going. Through these conversations I 
have heard many inspiring stories of grace and hope!  

I have enjoyed talking to so many of you and hearing about how you have been helping people in many different ways 
for years! You’re inspirations to so many. I have heard from some who used to take in women who were fleeing violent 
homes, made sure people were always fed in your home town restaurants, gave people rides to jobs or appointments, 
and were listening ears to so many. You did all these things without the help of government grants, and out of the kind-
ness of your hearts. You put your hand out and helped someone up. 

Hand out verses hand up. This has been a hot topic when people talk about helping oth-
ers in need. People do not want to enable someone’s behaviors or make people feel 
like they are entitled to the help that is given to them.  

I would like to make a point from my perspective working at the church. In order to give 
a hand up I first have to put my hand out. I know some people question if I am doing 
too much for the individuals who are coming in looking for help. I have found that they 

first need someone to just listen to them without judging how they got there. I heard this week from Crossing HOME, a 
great organization that helps with faith based housing for those struggling, “I hope at least I have planted a 
seed.” (www.crossinghome.org)  

Everyday since middle of December we have had at least one person/household staying at the Budget Host Hotel. Al-
most everyday I have conversations with individuals who are needing help navigating through the systems here in De-
troit Lakes. I have come to realize that there are many barriers to this process in Detroit Lakes, but as I’ve navigated the 
system, I certainly have met some amazing people along the way who all desire finding ways to close the gaps. 

There are two things I have found to be the biggest issues. One is someone to walk beside them on this journey.  They 
need someone who is checking in on them, who they believe generally cares about them getting better. Someone to say 
great job and I am proud of you or to just simply saying I am sorry! The other is shelter. Somewhere for them to shower 
and sleep and feel safe. Some place for them to know after walking around applying for jobs all day they have a bed to 
rest their head. With the grace and belief given by First Lutheran when the Emergency Shelter was proposed, we have 
been able to provide these two important things for them! Thank you for giving us this opportunity!  

We have been given a blessing this year with our grant. This grant has allowed us to help people with longer stays in 
order to take the time to secure jobs and find housing that will accept them. This grant helps with shelter stays and 
food. Thank you for your donations to the agape fund to help with expenses that are not covered by the grant. You have 
helped pay for phone bills, tires, gas, fixing frozen pipes, and much more.  

Since September we have had 20 different households seek shelter and we have helped with 146 nights of sleep. We 
have not used the church sheltering yet as many of the individuals have no vehicle and with the freezing temperatures, 
we couldn’t expect them to walk around DL with children during the day hours.  However, we have certainly kept indi-
viduals in hotels and fed with your wonderful cooked meals and food gift cards. Your kindness has not gone unnoticed 
by any of the guests! 

"It's like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, though it is less than all the seeds that are on the 
earth, yet when it is sown, grows up, and becomes greater than all the herbs, and puts out great branches, so that the 
birds of the sky can lodge under its shadow." -Mark 4:30–32 

Many individuals seeking help will walk through the doors here at First Lutheran. Many 
will find guidance and life will get better. Some will find help, but will fall again. My prayer 
is they will remember they are loved by Jesus just the same as someone who never found 
a need to seek help. I pray the seed is planted and nourished with love they will thrive 
one day!  

Many blessings to you all, Mackenzie Hamm 

http://www.crossinghome.org
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Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

One Year Later 
March 17, 2020 is one of those days I will always remember.  It started with saying goodbye for the last time to a dear friend 
and it ended with me packing up my office at the church so that I could work from home. The Covid-19 pandemic was real, and 
Minnesota was told to shelter at home.   

WOW!  Hard to believe it has been almost a year since that day.  Life as we knew it then has changed.  Many people lost jobs or 
were suddenly working from home.  Distance learning started.  All businesses and churches were told to close.  Unless you were 
an essential worker, the only time a lot of us left our homes was to get groceries and necessities.  We all had to learn to do 
things differently and, in most cases, without co-workers and loved ones.   

As church leaders and staff, we have tried to meet the needs of our congregation.  I know though, that it is not enough to get a 
phone call or card instead of a personal visit.  It is not enough to have only one worship service offered and the church is only 1/3 
full.  It is not enough to have to keep our distance and never have fellowship time.  Most of us are tired of all the recommenda-
tions and requirements that this pandemic has brought on!    I for one am very tired of it all!   

But bear with me, I am going to fill you in on how my work for FLC has changed over the past year.  I have done most of my work 
from home since 3/17/2020.  I have not attended indoor worship and I have not visited a parishioner indoors.  I never dreamt 
that I would attend as many webinars, zoom meetings, or spend as much time researching a pandemic and how to deal with it, 
as I have this past year.  I try to stay current with all guidelines, recommendations and changes regarding Covid-19.  My job is to 
keep staff, church leaders and all parishioners safe and healthy when they are inside the walls of FLC.  I follow the CDC, MN De-
partment of Health, and our Synod, to gather information and current guidelines about Covid-19.  I then share this information 
with the staff and the Restart team.  We as staff and the Restart Team then make decisions based on the information that we 
gather.  I am just one piece of the puzzle and I am so proud to be a part of this staff and this team!  We have had to make some 
difficult decisions and there have been some very difficult discussions.    

I am now hopeful, with the vaccine distribution starting, that we can begin a new normal.  The current guidelines have not 
changed as far as in-person worship, but we will be slowly opening for other activities, such as children’s and youth gatherings.  
Over the next few months, I am hopeful that we can start activities such as small group meetings in the church.  We as staff and 
the Restart team will continue to learn, discuss, and make decisions for FLC.  Please pray for us and continue to give grace for 
these decisions.  I miss you all so much and am looking forward to worshipping together!   

Your Parish Nurse, Denise 

VACCINE INFORMATION (Excerpts taken from a New York Times Article 1/18/21) 

*The Moderna and Pfizer vaccines are “essentially 100 percent effective against serious disease,” 
Dr. Paul Offit, the director of the Vaccine Education Center at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, 
said. “It’s ridiculously encouraging.” 

*The Moderna and Pfizer vaccines — the only two approved in the U.S. — are among the best vac-
cines ever created, with effectiveness rates of about 95 percent after two doses. That’s on par with 
the vaccines for chickenpox and measles. 

*We should immediately be more aggressive about mask-wearing and social distancing because of the new virus variants. We 
should vaccinate people as rapidly as possible — which will require approving other Covid vaccines when the data justifies it. 

*People who have received both of their vaccine shots, and have waited until they take effect, will be able to do things that unvac-
cinated people cannot — like having meals together and hugging their grandchildren. But until the pandemic is defeated, all Ameri-
cans should wear masks in public, help unvaccinated people stay safe and contribute to a shared national project of saving every 
possible life. 

“It’s going to save your life — that’s where the emphasis has to be right now,” Dr. Peter Hotez of the Baylor College of Medicine 
said. 

If you need assistance with signing up for the vaccine contact Denise at 847-5656 or your provider.   

This Photo by Unknown Author 

is licensed under CC BY 

Walk with Ease walking program is on hold until March or April.  Waiting for warmer weather and the 

chance of walking outdoors!   

https://www.tasnimnews.com/en/news/2020/07/21/2311186/new-covid-19-vaccine-induces-immune-response
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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By, Emma Duncan 

In Person Sunday and Wednesday School are now being offered! If you would like to 
start attending in person, please sign up on the Children Ministry webpage and Emma will 
reach out to you about what weeks you will be able to attend.  

If you don’t feel comfortable meeting in person, a children’s message will be posted in 
the webpage as well each week as another option.  

5th graders have begun their First Communion Classes! If you have a 5th grader and want to 
jump into these classes with us, please contact Emma and we will get it all set up!  

IN-PERSON CONFIRMATION CLASSES—Starting in March, we will be moving our 
youth to a hybrid model of Confirmation classes. To adhere to safety guidelines, 
we will not be able to bring all Confirmation youth into the church at one time, 
but we have come up with a schedule to bring youth in every other week through 
this spring (see schedules below). 

By, Emma Duncan Lead By, Maddie Hanson 

6th & 7th Grade (in person) 

Wednesday, March 3rd 

Wednesday, March 17th 

Wednesday, April 7th 

Wednesday, April 21st 

8th & 9th Grade (in person) 

Wednesday, March 10th  

Wednesday, March 24th  

Wednesday, April 14th  

Wednesday, April 28th  

Sunday Youth (in person) 

Sunday, March 7th  

Sunday, March 21st 

Sunday, April 11th 

Sunday, April 25th   

We are very excited to have our youth and children back in the church this spring! Please contact Maddie with any 
questions about our youth schedule. 

SENIOR BLANKETS—We have a group of 16 seniors from FLC preparing for graduation this spring 
and we are looking for people in our congregation to help make tie-blankets for them! If you would 
like to sign up to make a blanket for one of our seniors, please watch for the sign-up link in our 
weekly update emails or see the link on our Youth Ministry page on the First Lutheran website.  
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After multiple inquiries about our process for determining in-person worship and other in-
person activities, I thought I would share a little of what goes into our Restart Team meetings 
and some of the team’s recent decisions. 

Our Restart team has met as frequently as every week to as infrequently as monthly based 
on schedules and/or necessity. 

When our Restart Team gathers, we reflect on what we are hearing from the congregation, from public health 
officials, and what other organizations, businesses, and churches are doing in our area. We also discuss how vari-
ous virtual, hybrid, and in-person activities are going, and assess the feasibility of future and ongoing ministries 
and events at FLC. The Restart Team also leans heavily on the perspective of the staff.  

When we meet, we try to keep Jesus’ call to protect our neighbor (especially the most vulnerable) at the center, 
while also trying to find ways that can empower us to still meet the spiritual needs of our entire community. 

When weighing decisions on what space can be used for what, or what ministry activity should resume or stay 
paused, the Restart Team consults multiple resources: latest medical research, public health guidelines from lo-
cal, state, and national sources, as well as voices from local hospital and care facilities. We also lean into the ex-
pertise within the Restart Team itself, which consists of a medical doctor, our parish nurse, and the president of 
the DL Chamber, as well as other lay leaders, staff members, and me. 

We likewise rely heavily on the recommendations from our Northwestern Minnesota Synod. We have modeled a 
lot of our practices after their recommendations, which are rooted in both Lutheran theology and in public health 
guidelines for congregations. In some cases, we are less conservative than the synod recommends, and in other 
cases we are less liberal. We try to apply wisdom as it practically fits our context. 

Some have also asked: Why have we returned to in-person worship for the 10:45 AM Sunday service, but not 
the 8:30 AM service? 

With continual evaluation, the Restart Team has not discerned the viability of opening an in-person service for 
8:30. The main reason is the logistics of completing the required sanitizing and cleaning of the sanctuary between 
services; additionally, it has been our policy for large groups to not use the same space back-to-back due to in-
creased aerosolization. Moreover, we have investigated different solutions to increase air circulation and im-
prove air quality within the sanctuary, and we have determined that right now our best defense is to maximize 
the time between gatherings. Another reason: we are currently easing into multiple in-person events at the 
church, and our present priority is in-person children's and youth ministry within the building, which has already 
begun for our youngest children (Sundays and Wednesdays), and will soon begin for our youth (beginning March 
3rd). 

We feel deeply the tension that this decision may create.  

For instance, we have multiple flavors of worship here at FLC, and with only providing the 10:45 service as the in-
person opportunity, the one deficit is that 'traditional' music is usually not offered within that service. 

On one hand, I want to name and honor that potential deficit for some of us – that if you come to the 10:45 wor-
ship service you may not hear and experience the hymnody and worshipful music that normally best helps draw 
you into worship. On the other hand, I want to name that the musical style is really the only worshipful difference 
between the services. Outside of that, they are liturgically and theologically identical. 

Nevertheless, another reason we have selected only the 10:45 service for in-person worship is because of the 
way our worship team leaders' schedules work, and we have chosen not to alternate the times of in-person ser-
vice to avoid confusion. 

That all being said, we are currently aiming at having TWO in-person services for each day in Holy Week (Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, & Easter Sunday) with increased and ample time between services for necessary cleaning, 
and added safety measures taken. Look forward to more announcements on those services.  

We have also received this question multiple times: At what point will we feel safe to open back up more fully?  

This is a great question with a very imprecise answer. There are a lot of factors to consider: vaccination levels, 
public health guidelines, local case rates, the advent of the Covid variants, space turnover, group priority, etc. 
There is not a precise statistical algorithm with which we are working (like, say, the school district), but rather just 
a number of factors in combination with prayerful discernment and logistical capacity. 

Continued on Page 9 
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Restart Team Update (Continued from page 8) 

As to the communication of any Restart decision: Restart gives periodic updates through the weekly update, the 
website, and the newsletter. Be sure to also check out our parish nurse's monthly newsletter article. They are won-
derfully substantive and often informative regarding the topic of Covid and our congregational practices.  

That said, I do want to apologize for any lack of clarity and consistency in communications. The decisions we make 
are at times complicated, and for that reason alone I will personally strive to do better communicating. 

Finally, to be vulnerable with you all: I desperately want to open more fully. These have been some of the most 
difficult months of my and my family's life, and the start of this Lead Pastor call has been challenging beyond my 
imagination. When a pastor feels called to a congregation, they feel called to the people…not the building, not the 
data, not the Zoom account, not the Facebook Page, and not the YouTube channel. Indeed, I desperately want to 
open more fully - and I want to do so in a safe, manageable, and viable way unique to the safety of a whole congre-
gation and staff. 

I want to thank the Restart Team for their remarkable diligence and endurance. I know the decisions they make 
weigh heavily on each of them. Yet, they have been driven and guided by their faith, and love for their church.  

Above all, thank you to all of you for your commitment, your grace, and your resilience as we continually try to be 
church together in this trying time.  

God's Peace, 
Pr. Joe 

 

The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church—Written by Norma Smith 

Here comes March! The month with some nice days, lots of wind, or abrupt change in weather, but it brings us closer to 
spring.  There are new bursts of energy and ideas when the seed catalogs come, planning for a garden or what flowers to 
plant.  There is also a whole month to focus our minds and hearts on Jesus.   

Thank you to those who gave Valentines for Vets.  An envelope was sent to the Fargo VA Hospital and the Fergus Falls 
Veterans Home.  Linda Bielke, the Art teacher at the Frazee school, had her Art class make Valentines for Vets, and 
Makenzie Hamm delivered them to Fargo.  Those and the ones you mailed gave every Veteran a valentine honoring 
them.  A special thank you to Linda and Makenzie for their thoughtfulness. 

There are no immediate plans for any WELCA activities.  The NW MN Synod Convention is still being planned for 
September and will be held in Moorhead.  The year 2020 marked 50 years since women were given the opportunity to 
be pastors.  All women pastors of the NW Synod will be honored Friday evening at the banquet during the convention.  
The Women of FLC support our missionary, Chandran Paul Martin.  During the Christmas season, he was sent $100.00 
(which is our budget), and we received a letter thanking us for supporting him and his wife, Mercy, in their work in 
South Asia. 

I found a poem I'd like to share with you by Helen Steiner Rice titled, “The Candle of Faith.” 

In this sick world of hatred and violence and sin, 
Where men renounce morals and reject discipline, 
We stumble in “darkness' groping vainly for “light” 
To distinguish the difference between wrong and right. 
But dawn cannot follow this night of despair 
Unless faith lights a candle in all hearts everywhere 
And warmed by the glow our hate melts away 
And love lights the path to a peaceful, new day. 

Until I write again stay safe.  Peace to each of you! 
-Norma Smith 
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Reflecting on FLC’s Covenant to Care for Creation 

In this season of wintertime wonders, the First Lutheran Church Creation Care Committee wishes sustained 
health, well-being and the ability to enjoy nature’s beauty to all.  While this time of year with or without a 
pandemic can be quite daunting, beauty can be found in the birds at the feeder, the frost and snow in the 
trees and on the ski slopes or back country trails.  For many, God’s creation has been the “saving grace” in 
how well they have coped with all the stressors of this past year.  Recognizing this, all of God’s people need 
also to fully understand and accept their role and responsibility as stewards of this glorious creation—Earth. 

At the encouragement of the Creation Care Committee, the leadership of First Lutheran Church undertook a 
process of reviewing for adoption, “First Lutheran Church’s Covenant to Care for Creation.”  As of this writing, 
the congregation’s Vision Council by unanimous vote has approved acceptance of the Covenant.  On a broad-
er level, this document has been advanced by the organization Lutherans Restoring Creation whose mission is 
“to promote the care for creation in the full life of ELCA churches.”    

For First Lutheran, acceptance of this covenant would reaffirm our commitment to actively “care for creation, 
continually recognize God’s magnificent creation and serve notice that we “acknowledge God as the source of 
all things.” Furthermore, this document signifies our “vocation” of being “Earth-keepers”.  In doing so we ac-
cept the responsibility that we have to care for the lives of our fellow humans and all of the planet’s inhabit-
ants that cannot speak for themselves.  Only a sustainable Earth will allow us all to thrive. 

Accepting the key premises of this covenant will help us to further shape our worship, and provide another 
dimension to the education of our congregation from children to older adults.  It means collaborating on 
building and grounds that improve our stewardship for the environment, enhance our discipleship at home 
and work, and influence our public ministry in ways that help stop the degradation of our earth by advising 
individual and collective activities and policy. 

Most of all, today’s actions that demonstrate our love for one another by doing our utmost to care for God’s 
eminently wonderful creation, will surely leave a lasting legacy for all future generations.  

Please watch for the introduction of “First Lutheran Church’s Covenant to Care for Creation” in coming days 
and weeks. 

First Lutheran Church Creation Care Committee 

PARKING LOT COMMUNION SERVICES  
Drive-Up Holy Communion opportunities will be continuing in March.  

Drive-Up Holy Communion is offered at 10:00 AM on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of 
the month, and at 6:15 PM on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month!  

RSVPs are appreciated, but not necessary to attend.  

With these additional communion offerings, comes the need of more volunteers.  Parking Lot Communion Assistants 
are needed to distribute communion to cars. The time commitment would be about 30 minutes. Please sign up to 
help by emailing Mackenzie at Mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com. 
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Easter Flowers 
Easter is made more beautiful with a lovely garden of flowers in our sanctuary.  

If you would like to share flowers, fill out this form & drop it in the offering bin or 

mail it into the church office at 912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501. 

 

Type of Flower: $8.50 each    Azaleas    Asiatic Lilly         Mums       

 

In  Honor of: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Attached is $ __________  for the total order above. Return Slip before Tuesday, March 30th. 
• Please make checks payable to: First Lutheran Flower Fund.  
• Flowers can be picked up after the 11:00 AM service on Easter Sunday or anytime before Sunday, April 11th. 

Maundy Thursday 
12:05 PM & 6:00 PM—In-Person & Live Streamed Worship Services  

(The in-person worship service at 6 PM will be reserved for those receiving their 1st Communion and their families.) 

7:30 PM—Drive-Up Communion in the FLC Parking Lot 

Good Friday 
12:05 PM & 6:00 PM—In-Person & Live Streamed Worship Services 

Easter Sunday 
7:00 AM & 11:00 AM—In-Person & Live Streamed Worship Services 

10:00 AM—Drive-Up Communion in the FLC Parking Lot 

You will need to RSVP to all in-person worship services you plan to attend.   

You can RSVP via the weekly emails or by calling the church office. 

Holy Week & Easter Worship Services 
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Living In Faith Everyday (formerly Lay School) 
"Why So Many Lutheran Denominations in the US?" with Pr Paul Baglyos 
Registration cost: $35 

Most Lutheran church members have some awareness of the existence of at least two different Lutheran church 
bodies in the United States: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Lutheran Church—Missouri Syn-
od. Besides those two, however, there are literally dozens of other separately organized Lutheran denominational 
bodies incorporated in the United States, many of them quite tiny and largely unknown beyond their own mem-
bers. How and why has the multiplication of Lutheran denominational bodies occurred, and what should Luther-
ans in any one of those bodies know about the others? 

For more information and to register go to http://www.eandsynod.org/events/2021/03/06/life-event 

March is Minnesota FoodShare Month here at the Becker County Food Pantry.  This is the 
time of year that the Pantry receives an incentive award based on the amount of cash and 
pounds of food we collect March 1st through March 31st.  The more donations we collect, 
the larger our award from the Greater Minneapolis Community Connections. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has made this March Campaign an especially critical one.  We have 
had to make dramatic changes in our operations to meet the growing needs of our commu-
nity in the safest way possible.  In 2020, the Food Pantry became a direct beneficiary of state 
and federal programs designed to get food and supplies to those most impacted by the pan-
demic.  It has been an honor for us as an organization to play a key role in the response to 

this crisis.  And we are proud to say that our careful management of these funds has allowed us to build a healthy re-
serve for future food purchases.  The focus of our March Campaign, therefore, is to create a special unrestricted fund 
that can support our most critical infrastructure needs.  Unrestricted donations will allow us to make investments in 
equipment and facilities that will prepare the Food Pantry to better serve our community now and into the future.  

The support of our community has been truly inspirational, especially during the past year, and we sincerely appreciate 
your support as we continue our 38-years of service as Becker County’s sole Food Pantry.  Donations by check can be 
mailed to us at 1308 Rossman Ave, Detroit Lakes, 56501  If you prefer your donation to be used exclusively for food 
purchases, instead of an unrestricted gift, please make note in the memo line of your check.  You may also donate by 
credit card online at: 
www.givemn.org/organization/Becker-County-Food-Pantry 

The Pantry is open from 12-3pm Tuesdays and Thursdays at our building on the fairgrounds.  If you have questions or 
would like further information, please call us at 218-846-0142.  
Thank you for your generosity and commitment to a hunger-free Becker County.  

March if MN Food Share Month—Please Donate to the Food Pantry 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1308+Rossman+Ave,+Detroit+Lakes,+56501?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.givemn.org/organization/Becker-County-Food-Pantry
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Skipper Award—Kristin Bausman 
This award acknowledges an individual’s commitment 
and service in the past year to our region. 

Splash Awards  
Vision ||Involvement ||Impact 

Splash Awards are brought to you by the Detroit Lakes Regional Chamber of Commerce. 

Emergency Care Planning for Older Adults 

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota (LSS) helps caregivers build peace of mind by working with them to develop a 
plan for any potential situation when they could no longer care for their loved ones. 

LSS’ Emergency Care Planning Service works directly with caregivers and their families to thoroughly assess their 
needs and create a comprehensive plan that meets those needs. Through a generous grant, LSS offers this Emergen-
cy Care Planning service temporarily at no cost. 

Carol Huesman of Detroit Lakes started assisting her husband, Ken, with daily tasks in 2018 as his physical abilities 
started to decline from Pulmonary Fibrosis, a lung disease he was diagnosed with three years earlier that started to 
affect his ability to breath.  Last February, Carol, Ken and their two adult sons met with Laura Hawk, regional coordi-
nator with LSS Caregiver and Companion Service, to develop a plan for Ken’s care if Carol suddenly became unable 
to provide care. 

Ken passed away in April of 2020, but Carol said having a plan for his care offered peace of mind as they planned for 
his increasing needs. “It was reassuring that I wouldn’t have to go over how to care for Ken with everyone in our 
circle,” Carol said. “Laura made a document with all of the information they’d need that we kept right on our 
fridge.” 

Creating these plans can also help older adults stay in their home during a temporary emergency, such as their care-
giver staying in the hospital. “It’s planning for an emergency, but ultimately, creating a roadmap for when your 
loved one transitions into a new phase of their life when they need more care,” Laura said. “Planning empowers the 
caregiver and entire family with information and choices that include ways to keep loved ones at home.” 

Through Emergency Planning Service, LSS works with caregivers and their families to answer questions such as: Who 
would care for my loved one if something happened to me? What tasks would that care involve? What resources 
are available in my community to support my family in providing care? 

“Help is out there, but as a caregiver, you have to be willing to reach out and ask for it,” Carol said. “I know that it 
helped my husband a lot. He didn’t feel like we were on our own. We had just a great amount of support and caring 
people.” 

Again, this Emergency Care Planning service is temporarily available at no cost. Caregivers can get connected by call-
ing 1.800.488.4146 or visit the Emergency Care Planning service webpage at lssmn.org.  
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Update From Trinity Hope 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.  

··················································································································· 

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 ⚫  admin@trinityhope.org  ⚫ (615) 394-4950  

Web Page:  www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook:  trinityhopehaiti 

··················································································································· 

“What are you giving up for Lent?” 
By Rev. John Gierke 

Have you asked someone that recently, or have you been asked that same question, or been contemplating what you 
might give up, if anything? Remembering that we are saved by grace and not by what we give up to please God, we are 
certainly grateful for what Jesus gave up for us. 

When I reflect on previous mission trips to Haiti and Trinity HOPE’s sponsored schools, I think of what the Haitian 
children haven’t given up, comparatively speaking. That is, they and their families simply haven’t had much of anything, 
materially speaking, especially compared to the many blessings we have in the USA. What they do have in abundance is 
the gift of Jesus, His love and His HOPE, which endure! What they do have, because of your prayers and giving, is a daily 
meal during school, which for some may be the only meal they have that day. How does Jesus do all this with about 25 
cents per meal? He also adds an education, and multiplies love and faithful nourishment, just as He did with the loaves 
and fishes, given by a little boy to Jesus, by which multitudes ate and were satisfied!  

A hymn that I grew up with comes to mind, “I Gave My Life for Thee” (#405 in The Lutheran Hymnal). While it’s a song 
of consecration and stewardship, it’s also fitting in the Lenten season to remember what Jesus gave for us and for all, 
including the children of Haiti and their families. As you reflect on this hymn and the Gifts God has given to you and His 
children in Haiti, I encourage you to ask yourself, “How and what will I give in gratefulness, not just in Lent, but every 
day until we and all followers of Jesus are together around Jesus’ rainbow-circled throne?” 

I gave My life for thee, My precious blood I shed, that thou migh’st ransomed be and quickened from the dead. I gave 
My life for thee; what hast thou giv’n for Me? 

I spent long years for thee In weariness and woe that an eternity of joy thou mightest know. I spent long years for thee; 
Hast thou spent one for Me? 

My Father’s home of light, My rainbow-circled throne, I left for earthly night, for wand’rings sad and lone. I left it all for 
thee; Hast thou left aught for Me? 

I suffered much for thee, more than My tongue may tell, of bitt’rest agony, to rescue thee from hell. I suffered much for 
thee; what canst thou bear for Me? 

And I have brought to thee down from My home above salvation full and free, My pardon and my love. Great gifts I 
brought to thee; what hast thou brought to Me? 

Oh, let thy life be given, thy years for Me be spent, world’s fetters all be riven, and joy with suffering blent! I gave Myself 
for thee: Give thou thyself to Me. Amen. 
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KITCHEN FUND 

In Memory of: Marilyn Jernberg  
Given by:  Ardys Horner 
 

RADIO  FUND 

In Memory of: Hank Fischer 
Given by:  Lynn & Bev Hummel 

Given by:  Dixie Johnson 

Given by:  Harriet Barrett 

Given by:  Sue & Matt Wolfe 

Given by:  Barb & Craig Dyk 

Given by:  Lori & David Netch 

In Memory of: Arden Svendby 
Given by:  Dolly Tovson 

In Memory of: Doris Dahlsad 
Given by:  Ruth Circle/WELCA 

In Memory of: Marilyn Jernberg 
Given by:  Jerry & Ruth Price 

Given by:  Rodger & Marilyn Tinjum 

Given by:  Darlene Olson 
 

SOUND & TECH FUND 

In Memory of: Marilyn Jernberg 
Given by:  Dave & Beve Melgaard 
 

YOUTH  FUND 

In Honor of: Kari Baer’s Birthday  
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

AGAPE FUND 

In Memory of: Howard Dutton  
Given by:  Sandi & Terry Kemmer 

In Memory of: Marilyn Jernberg  
Given by:  Rod & Jill Sorensen 

Given by:  Peggy & Bob Sorensen 

Given by:  Joan Carr 
 

ALLELUIA RINGERS FUND 

In Memory of: Marilyn Jernberg  
Given by:  Judy Gorman 

Given by:  Kathy Loveseth 
 

ALTAR COMMITTEE  FUND 

In Memory of: Helen Fasteen  
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 
 

FLOWERS FUND 

In Memory of: Meta Thompson 
Given by:  Fern Brown 
 

FOUNDATION  FUND 

In Memory of: Marilyn Jernberg  
Given by:  Les Kertscher 

Given by:  Rod Zeman 

Given by:  Virginia Vogt 

Given by:  Sally Sorensen 

Given by:  Walt & Julie Aaneson 

Given by:  Ted & Holly Heisserer 

Given by:  Mildred Kuehne 

FLC acknowledges with grateful  

appreciation these memorials which  

have been received this past month. 

A Message from Chandran Paul Martin  
Greetings  and good wishes to you! I trust this mail finds you well. 

This letter comes to you  with a lot of gratitude indeed, for the Covenant from the First Lutheran 
Church to support my work in South Asia for 2021. I have been filled with deep thanks for 
your  accompaniment in serving the cause of humanity and  justice. I want to specifically thank 
you for your generous gift. We are truly blessed in the “Service and Justice Home Area” ( our new 
department in the ELCA) by this expression. 

I sincerely hope that you have read my last 2020 Advent Newsletter and that you read about  work in the region 
that is  truly blessed by your support.  Both my wife, Mercy, and my family  want to do our best at fulfilling the call 
of God in our lives.  It is a privilege to serve God with your prayers, solidarity and gifts. 

I continue to pray for all your important ministries, and as we navigate the new challenges posed by the pandemic. 

With gratitude, and prayers, Chandran Paul Martin 
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March 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

2 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA (Chapel) 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

3 
 

12:05p  Lent Worship, In Person 
  6:00p  5th Grade 1st Com Class 
  6:15p  Drive Thru Communion 
  6:45p  6th & 7th Grade Conf, 
             (In-Person) 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 

4 
 

   7:30a  Women’s Bible St, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning Com 

 
 
 

      
 
 
  

5 
 

 12:00p  AA, Chapel 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

 
 

  

6 
 
 
 

7 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Sunday School, Rec Rm 
  9:30a  Sunday In-Person Conf 
  9:45a  Confir Class, via Zoom 
10:00a  Drive Thru Communion 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 
  1:30p  Conference Assembly 
 

8 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

   

 
 

  

9 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA (Chapel) 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

10 
 

12:05p  Lent Worship, In Person 
  6:00p  5th Grade 1st Com Class 
  6:45p  6th/7th Grade Conf Zoom 
  6:45p  8th & 9th Grad Conf 
             (In-Person)   

11 
 

   7:30a  Women’s Bible St, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning Com 

12 
 

 12:00p  AA, Chapel 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

13 

 

  
 
  

14 
 

Sunday Schedule 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Sunday School, Rec Rm 
  9:30a  Sunday In-Person Conf 
  9:45a  Confir Class, via Zoom 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 
 

Daylight Savings 
‘Spring Ahead’ 

 

15 
 

 5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

  

16 
 

   9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA (Chapel) 
   4:00p  Exec Council 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
   6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

17 
 

12:05p  Lent Worship, In Person 
  6:00p  5th Grade 1st Com Class 
  6:15p  Drive Thru Communion 
  6:45p  6th/7th Grade Conf 
             (In-Person) 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 

18 
 

  7:30 a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning 

  

19 
 

 12:00p  AA, Chapel 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

20 
 
 

21 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Sunday School, Rec Rm 
  9:30a  Sunday In-Person Conf 
  9:45a  Confir Class, via Zoom 
10:00a  Drive Thru Communion 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

22 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

23 
 

   9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA (Chapel) 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
   5:30p  Vision Council, Zoom 
   6:00p  Worship Team Reh 
 

 

24 
 

12:05p  Lent Worship, In Person 
  6:00p  5th Grade 1st Com Class 
  6:15p  Drive Thru Communion 
  6:45p  6th & 7th Confir, Zoom 
  6:45p  8th/9th Grad Conf 
             (In-Person) 

 

 
 

 

25 
 

  7:30 a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning 

    
   
 
  
 

 
 
 

26 
 

 12:00p  AA, Chapel 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

27 
 

 
 
 

28 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 
Palm Sunday 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Sunday School, Rec Rm 
  9:30a  Sunday In-Person Conf 
  9:45a  Confir Class, via Zoom 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship 

29 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

30 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA (Chapel) 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
   6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

31 
 

  No Faith Formation (Holy Week) 
   
  6:00p  5th Grade 1st Com Class 

 

1 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

  7:30 a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning 
 12:05p  Worship Service 
  6:00p  Worship Service 
  7:30p  Drive Up Communion 

    

2 
 

Good Friday 
 

 12:00p  AA, Chapel 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 
 12:05p  Worship Service 
   6:00p  Worship Service 

3 
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Congregational Staff 
Lead  Pastor:  
Pastor Joe Skogmo pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Associate Pastor:  
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Children’s Ministry Director: 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Director of Youth Ministry: 
Maddie Hanson maddie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Support Ministries Coordinator: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Communications  Director: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 30  Issue 3 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published 
monthly and mailed to the members 
and friends of First Lutheran Church.  
The purpose of this publication is to 
inform the congregation of church   

activities and upcoming events.         
Articles for publication are to be      

submitted to the church office by the 
20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 

Office Closed Until Further Notice 
Office Phone:  847-5656 

Fax Phone:  847-7009 
flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 

www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 

Chairman:  Jackie Buboltz 
Vice-Chairman: Steve Schantzen 

Secretary:  Catie Herman 
Treasurer:  Chad Carlblom 

Chris Malecka, LeAnn Mouw,        
Nathan Olson, Nathan Mork,  
Carol Lee, & Kari Stattelman 

 
Foundation Board 

President:  Adrienne Buboltz 
President-Elect: Steve Glunberg 

Secretary:  Susan Busker 
Treasurer:  Susan Schaffer 

Kevin Shipley, Dan Berg,  
Ryan Manke, Mason Pender,  

& Patti Cummins 


