
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SELF-STUDY DATES AND TIMES:  

Sunday, October 6: 9:35; Monday, October 7 at 7p; Wednesday,  

October 9 at 6:45; Thursday, October 10 at noon 
 

TRANSITION STUDY:  PART ONE: 

OUR HISTORY AND STORIES AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH  
– HOW WE CAME TO THIS CHURCH AND FAITH HOME 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

 Lord Jesus, you have given us a church home where our faith can grow, our spirit can be fed 

and nourished, and our special callings for your mission and ministry have been put to use.    Thank 

you, God, for letting our stories be part of your story here at First Lutheran Church.       

DEVOTIONAL SCRIPTURE 

 I will dwell in your house forever, O God; I will take refuge under the cover of your wings.” 

 (Psalm 61: 4) 

I was glad when they said to me, 

    “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
2 Our feet are standing 

    within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem—built as a city 

    that is bound firmly together. 
4 To it the tribes go up, 

    the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for Israel, 

    to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up, 

    the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

    “May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls, 

    and security within your towers.” 
8 For the sake of my relatives and friends 

    I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 

    I will seek your good. (Psalm 122: 



INTRODUCE TODAY’S TOPIC:   

OUR HISTORY AND STORIES AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH – HOW WE CAME TO THIS CHURCH AND 
FAITH HOME 

 Everyone has a story.   Our church members have stories – we’ve been here for 102 years and 
have lots and lots of stories.   Our stories shaped why we came to First Lutheran Church and why we 
stayed here…, who the influential people were in our lives of faith…., and how we have grown in our 
love and service with Jesus over the years.    Knowing our names and our stories are  written in the 
Lamb’s book of life, today we celebrate our history and our stories as the treasures they are.   

CONVERSATION TOPICS FOR SMALL GROUPS OF THREE TO FOUR:  (Ask one person to be a recorder) 

1.  What is your story of coming to First Lutheran Church… what brought you here? 

2.  Were you looking for something special when you came?  What was that? 

3.  What are some of your most important memories at First Lutheran? 

4.  Who were the people at First Lutheran Church who influenced your faith life?   

RETURN TO LARGE GROUP:  ASK RECORDERS FOR SHARING AND SUMMARY 

WELCOME TO THE NEXT STUDY:  PART TWO:   NAMING OUR NEEDS AND HEALING OUR HURTS 

CLOSE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL SELF-STUDY DATES AND TIMES:   

Sunday, October 20 at 9:35am; Monday, October 21 at 7pm;  

Wednesday, October 23 at 6:45 and Thursday, October 24 at Noon 
 

TRANSITION STUDY:  PART TWO: 

NAMING OUR NEEDS AND HEALING OUR HURTS 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

 God of compassion, your Son Jesus Christ, the great physician, made the broken whole and 

healed the sick.  Touch our wounds, relieve our hurts, and restore to us wholeness of life, through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

DEVOTIONAL POEM:  “LAMENT PSALM FORTY-EIGHT” by Ann Weems 

I am depressed, O God.  
I see no end to this cycle of sadness.  
People tell me:  “Everything will be all right,”  
but it isn’t and it won’t be. 
They quote Paul to me: “All things work together for good for those who love God.” 
Don’t I love you?  Wasn’t I brought up in your holy house, O God? 
Didn’t I memorize your words and sing hymns to you? 
Don’t I bow down to you?  Isn’t that what I’m doing now? 
No one can tell me any good can come from this moment! 
Let them have their say if it makes them feel better! 
But I don’t want to hear it!  I know what I’ve been through. 
I know what it’s like to have death walk the halls of my home. 
What has happened can’t be undone. 
What is done cannot be prettied up. 
But you, O God, can stop the aftershocks. 
O God, tear through the night to rescue the one you have left too long. 
Help me, O Holy God, out of this tomb of pain. 
 
DEVOTIONAL SCRIPTURE 

 Psalm 126: 5-6  “May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.  Those who go out 

weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.” 

 

 

 



INTRODUCE TODAY’S TOPIC:   

WHAT ARE, HAVE BEEN, AND CONTINUE TO BE OUR HURTS HERE?  WHAT ARE OUR NEEDS FOR 
HEALING AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH?   Today we’re focusing on our hurts and needs at First Lutheran 
– for us as individuals and as a whole church body.   We’re not focusing on fixing the problems today, 
we’re focusing on being as honest as we can about naming the hurts we and our church members have 
and continue to feel.   We will focus only on truly listening to each other - without judgement and 
without problem solving.   In order to trust that we can share deep hurts and grief, we need to know 
that the people in our group will listen patiently and compassionately, and that’s enough today.  Let us 
do that for each other as Christ does for us, trusting that when all is said and done, Christ will hear and 
help us heal.    

CONVERSATION TOPICS FOR SMALL GROUPS OF THREE TO FOUR:  (Ask one person to be a recorder) 

1. As specifically as you can, being respectful of not hurting others in your group, name the 

hurts you have felt at church.   What happened that made you feel hurt or betrayed?     

2. What are you still grieving?  Feeling angry about?   Needing to forgive or seek forgiveness 

and reconciliation for?  

3.  What still needs to be healed for you, for your family, for your church? 

RETURN TO LARGE GROUP:  ASK RECORDERS FOR SHARING AND SUMMARY 

WELCOME TO NEXT STUDY:  PART THREE:   PRESENT DAY – WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST LUTHERAN 

CHURCH NOW?   WHAT’S INSPIRING OUR FAITH IN CHRIST THAT WE WANT TO CONTINUE DOING?    

CLOSE BY PRAYING THE OPENING PRAYER, FOLLOWED BY THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL SELF-STUDY DATES AND TIMES:   

Sunday, November 3 at 9:35; Monday, November 4 at 7pm; Wednesday, 

November 6; Thursday, November 7 at noon 
 

TRANSITION STUDY:  PART THREE: 

PRESENT DAY – WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
NOW?   WHAT’S INSPIRING OUR FAITH IN CHRIST THAT WE WANT TO 

CONTINUE DOING? 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

 Oh God, we pray that you will bless our church and those who worship here, with your 

gracious presence;  that your love will be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your truth our light, 

and your peace our benediction, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

DEVOTIONAL READINGS 

MEDITATION FROM WELCOMING CHANGE, by James Miller 

 It will help to remember your continuities.  No matter what has changed in your life, some things 

have not changed.  Now is the time to recall those things and treasure them.  Whatever inner strength 

you’ve known before, you can draw on again.  However resilient you’ve been, however practical, 

however tenacious, you can be that way because you know how.  You have worked your way through the 

upheavals of life, and you can apply now what you’ve learned…… Above all else, you can turn to the 

Source of Hope who is ready to hold you and lift you….a God who never changes, even when everything 

else seems to.  

SCRIPTURE: 

 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 

go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down.  The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.  Then he (Jesus) began to 

say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  (Luke 4:18-21) 

 

 

 

 

 



INTRODUCE TODAY’S TOPIC:   

PRESENT DAY – WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH NOW?   WHAT’S 
INSPIRING OUR FAITH IN CHRIST THAT WE WANT TO CONTINUE DOING?   

CONVERSATION TOPICS FOR SMALL GROUPS OF THREE TO FOUR:  (Ask one person to be a recorder) 

1. What do you need to feel nourished and fed from your pastor? From your church? 

2. What do we have now at First Lutheran that we want to keep and never lose?  What are our 

strengths in ministry that are making a difference today? 

3. What are all the parts of Worship at First Lutheran church that positively impact your/our 

lives today?    

4. What changes have happened here, that, while challenging at first, have encouraged 

your/our daily faith and ministry?    

5. What faith practices are most important to you?   What are those practices/opportunities 

that make you/us stronger/bolder/more welcoming and caring as followers of Christ? 

RETURN TO LARGE GROUP:  ASK RECORDERS FOR SHARING AND SUMMARY 

WELCOME TO NEXT STUDY:  PART FOUR:   WHERE IS GOD LEADING FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH?  WHAT 

IS OUR HOPE FOR OUR FUTURE HERE? 

CLOSE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL SELF-STUDY DATES AND TIMES:   

Sunday, November 17: 9:45; Monday, November 18 at 7pm;  

Wednesday, November 20 at 6:45pm and Thursday, November 21 at noon. 
 

TRANSITION STUDY:  PART FOUR: 

WHERE IS GOD LEADING FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH?   

WHAT IS YOUR HOPE FOR OUR FUTURE HERE? 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 

untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we 

go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

DEVOTIONAL SCRIPTURE 

 I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your good and not for harm, to give you 

a future with hope.  (Jeremiah 29:11) 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance 

that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the 

power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed…..   (1 Peter 1:3-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INTRODUCE TODAY’S TOPIC:   

PART FOUR:   WHERE IS GOD LEADING FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH?  WHAT IS YOUR HOPE FOR OUR 

FUTURE HERE?   Today we’re envisioning where we believe Jesus’ Spirit is leading First Lutheran Church 

in our worship, mission and service, in our church and community, and in the mission fields of this 

nation and world.  It’s a good day to brainstorm our dreams and creative possibilities – our God is a 

creator who is still creating, loving, discipling and leading us into a future full of hope!    What are we 

hoping for? 

CONVERSATION TOPICS FOR SMALL GROUPS OF THREE TO FOUR:  (Ask one person to be a recorder) 

Session 4 – Where is God Leading FLC in the years to come? 

1.  What do you see is the Mission of FLC 
2. What changes (additions or eliminations) would you like to see in worship? 
3.  What areas of outreach would you like to see FLC focus? 
4. What are some areas of growth or challenges should be addressed? 
5. What qualifications, skills, talents, gifts, passions would you like our new pastor to possess? 

RETURN TO LARGE GROUP:  ASK RECORDERS FOR SHARING AND SUMMARY 

THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING IN THIS “TRANSITION TIME” ADULT FORUM!   PLEASE LEAVE YOUR 

EVALUATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR ADULT FORUMS. 

CLOSE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 


