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2020 has come to an end and what a year that was. It is really hard to even give it commentary. In reflecting 
on 2020, where does one begin? In fact, looking back on the year makes me think of a quote from Minneso-
ta’s own F. Scott Fitzgerald and the character “Nick” in The Great Gatsby who said: 

…I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and repelled by the inexhaustible variety 
of life. 

Looking back at 2020, I was within and without and I was no doubt both enchanted and repelled by its 
inexhaustible variety! I look at 2020 and this a highlight reel for my household: two towns, three 
houses, four different jobs, four different childcare and preschool systems, all through a life-altering 
pandemic…and we added a child to our family in the middle of all of it! We grieved deeply and were 
yet reenergized by departing from Lowry. The starting of our new vocations has been genuinely joyful 
and some of the most exciting times of our lives, while also, because of the circumstances…confusing, 
exhausting, and awkward. That’s the tip of the iceberg for our year and, still…inexhaustible variety.  

That’s just us. I can only imagine what 2020 has been for all of you individually and as families. Big ups, big 
downs, sickness, health, stress and joy. I think, also, about your congregational life in 2020: two newly in-
stalled pastors, a global pandemic, the pause of vital ministries, the re-creation and upstart of vital minis-
tries, online worship, outdoor worship, hybrid indoor worship, parking lot worship, parking lot communion, 
in-person Sunday School, online Sunday School, in-person Confirmation, online Confirmation, modified First 
Communion, modified Confirmation Day, modified Christmas program, considerations of last resort shelter-
ing, 783,647 Zoom meetings, the end of an era of preschool at FLC, the beginning of an era of toddler care at 
FLC, some seasons of the church done the same, many seasons done differently, baptisms, new members, 
death, life, tears, laughter, silence, song, mourning, and dancing. Inexhaustible variety. 

Every year there is depth and density like this to life, but 2020 was on a whole other scale. What a year.  

Now, what will 2021 bring? Well, my friends, I am almost certain it will still offer inexhaustible variety (we 
hope and expect the downs to be on a much lower scale!). We do not know exactly what 2021 will bring, but 
knowing the saintly and sinful, beautiful and broken nature of the world, 2021 will again be filled with both 
tears and laughter, dashed hopes and new, abundant life.  

We do not know what 2021 will bring us personally or as a community, but as with a wild and brutal 2020, 
we will still have the same God. Will have the same Savior, the same Holy Spirit to sustain us through it all. 
We will have each other, a community united by God’s grace, united in baptism, held together through Holy 
Communion, forgiven, set free, and sent to serve by God’s Word. 

In 2021 we will continue in the inexhaustible variety of life, AND we will continue to be heirs of an inde-
structible salvation (Ephesians 1:15-23), because God’s love is inexhaustibly gracious, inexhaustibly present, 
and inexhaustibly victorious.  

God bless each and every one of you now, and forever. 

Peace, 
Pr. Joe 

Update from Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo 
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A Blessed New 2021 Year First Lutheran Church, 

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the 
wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in 
the seat of scoffers;  but their delight is in the law of 
the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and 
night. They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither.  In all that they do, they prosper.  The 
wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind 
drives away.   Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous; for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. (Psalm 1) 

As we start this New Year, we are hopeful.  But we’re wary, because we saw that our 2020 vision wasn’t as 
clear as we assumed last January.  A few months into last year, our plans and our lives completely changed.  
We had to wait, and to learn God’s plan as we went through it.   In hindsight, we realized we’d taken for 
granted the things that were most important to us – our health, the emotional uplift of having our family and 
friends around us, the importance of regular work and school, the joy of sitting next to other members in the 
pews at church, gathering for fellowship after worship, coming to the altar to receive Holy Communion, and 
kneeling next to our neighbors.        

Let us commit to starting right this year, listening to God’s word -- maybe starting by reading through the 
Psalms, or starting to read the whole Bible from the very beginning in the Old Testament, or starting in the 
New Testament, or finding a new devotional book……and asking God to direct our plans, our year, our lives.      

Let us not take for granted all we love, and all the things we learned in 2020.  Maybe take some time right 
now to write those things down.   And when we are able to gather again at church, let us remember that we 
come as humble sinners, like everyone else, in need of grace, in need of belonging, in need of love.   Jesus 
meets us there, as he already meets you wherever you are every day, giving us grace, belonging, love, and a 
promise of new life in a new year.   He already knows the plans he has for you this year, and those plans are 
good. 

While we wait to be together in person, let us stay together in Spirit, speaking truth in love, speaking well of 
and encouraging each other.   I’m am so grateful to you, for your care for your church family through our 
hard days, and for your willingness to extend that care to all our neighbors.     

May God bless and lead us into 2021, 

Pastor Lauryl          

Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor 
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What a year this has been! When I agreed to be the President Elect of the Vision Council, I thought our biggest challenge 
would be calling a pastor. Boy, was I wrong!  

This time of year is filled with preparing for the holidays with gift buying, writing Christmas cards, baking and decorating. 
It is also a time to remember those that are in need with angel trees giving and considering  donations to organizations 
that help those in need. Among the traditions of Christmas is hanging lights – lights on trees, lights outlining the roofs of 
our homes, lights on our Christmas tree and candles on the table. One of my favorite things to do is to drive around and 
look at the lights. In college, my boyfriend now husband and I, would drive around looking at lights as a reprieve from 
studying for finals. Or perhaps it was procrastination. Either way, I enjoyed it then and still do.  

Many years ago and I’m not even sure where I heard it, I was told a way to ensure the reason for the season does not 
get lost in the Christmas traditions. As we enjoy the beautiful lights of the season, we can pause to remember that Jesus 
is the source of all light.  The lights remind us of his birth bringing hope and his ultimate sacrifice for us to have eternal 
life. The lights are the joy and blessings of our Father and His strengths to carry us through challenges and adversity.   

When I think of the “lights” of First Lutheran this past year, I am so grateful for  

• Our committed, faithful staff that continue to navigate the challenges and changes of this past year,  

• Pastor Joe and Pastor Lauryl answering the call to FLC, 

• The call committee who diligently worked to find warm, compassionate, loving pastors  who proclaim the glory 
of God, bring energy and passion to our church, and provide leadership to move us forward,  

• Our congregation who received our pastors with open hearts and open minds, 

• Your generosity in gifting all the angel tree requests, 

• The overwhelming support of our congregation to live our mission to Open Doors to those in need of emergency 
shelter, 

• The ministry of our music team, 

• The creativity and commitment to develop Children and Youth programming in a different way, 

• The faithful commitment of the Restart Team, 

• The Vision Council’s promise to lead FLC with wisdom and courage to be open to each other and not to be fearful 
of the new and different, relying on the Holy Spirit to guide us, and  

• Those that ensure our church is decorated to exemplify the beauty of this season.  

And the light I am most grateful for in all of the circumstances, and in each challenge we may face, is Jesus Christ who 
dispels fear, provides assurance and direction, and creates enduring peace and joy. 

As you drive around looking at lights, as you turn on your Christmas tree lights, or light a candle during this holiday sea-
son, may you see the lights differently. May you pause to think of the constant light of Jesus guiding us and loving us. 
May you pause to consider all the blessings and joy that He has provided. And may the lights remind you that He is ever 
present in all that we face. 

Wishing you Joy and Blessings in the New Year! 

Yours in service,  
Jackie  

“Yet in thy dark streets shineth; The everlasting Light. The hopes and fears of all the years; Are met in thee tonight.” 

In every season of our lives, in all of the circumstances we may encounter, and in each challenge we may face, Jesus 
Christ is the light that dispels fear, provides assurance and direction, and engenders enduring peace and joy. I witness 
that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, triumphantly fulfilled His mortal mission and ministry, and as our resurrected Lord, 
He lives today. 

President’s Post 
Update from Vision Council President Jackie Buboltz 
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Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

Once again like I have posted the last 2 Januarys, I can’t believe it is January!  A wise woman told me this week “Focus 
on what you can do, not on what you can’t do”.  

 We could not do the Christmas Store this year, but we can still drop off items for the store next year.   

 We could not host the Christmas at our House this year, but we can still freeze meals and donate food gift cards 
to hand out to those who are hungry.  

 We could not hang our Christmas Angels on the Tree for people to grab, but we still received them by email or 
appointment and we DID fulfill all 295 Angel requests. First time for First Lutheran! WOW 

 We could not sing in Church Choir, but we can still Sing Carols outside peoples homes.  

 We could not volunteer like we used to as Ushers, Greeters, or Fellowship, but we can still volunteer in many 
different ways. 

Volunteering & Sign-ups: I know some of you are uncomfortable volunteering at this time and that is understandable so 
don’t feel bad. When you receive the sign-ups, you can keep praying for those who are volunteering for their safety and 
guidance.  The sign ups are still being sent to either your email or phone by text.  These forms are making it much easier 
to reach more people in a short amount of time and I hope this is a quick and easy way for you all to respond. When 
you receive a form through text you must click on the link to respond, do not text back a response as I will not receive 
those. If you have a cell phone or email and don’t have it on file with us, please call the office so we can update your 
information so you receive these forms as well. You will still be able to sign up in the office in the white book as well.  

 

 

 

 
Emergency Overnight Shelter: Thank you for the overwhelming responses in favor of caring for those who are experi-
encing homelessness in our community. If you would like to support this ministry please call me and I will provide you 
with all the information! This is a big undertaking but with God’s Guidance I believe we Got This! So many of you have 
already started by donating towels, bedding, hygiene items, coats and so much more. We will be starting to sign up for 
overnight shifts and I would like you all to pray about this and let me know if you feel like volunteering to be an over-
night host would be a calling for you!  

Agape Fund: Thank you so much for the donations we have been receiving for the Agape Fund! Your donations have 
already been impacting peoples lives and bringing a sense of hope for them! Thank you! 

What is Agape Fund? This is a fund through our own First Lutheran Church funded by generous members and non-
members here at FLC. This fund is used to help people in need when emergency happens in their lives and they are 
needing a bit of financial help to get back on track. We have helped with hotel nights after house fire, bus tickets to get 
to work, vouchers for Christmas presents, money for security deposits, electric payments, and much more. Each one 
expressed their gratitude and grace they have received from First Lutheran. Please know your money is being used to 
help individuals and families who are in a great need at the time.   

Ministerial Fund: This fund is funded by the area churches here in Detroit 
Lakes and FLC is fortunate to be able to be a church where individuals can 
come for short term hotel stay, and help for vouchers in a smaller amount 
like $25. These vouchers are usually used for gas, food, or clothing items. 
These individuals are limited to a couple a year in the case of emergencies.  

May you find your spiritual and divine gifts given to you  
and bless the world with them,  

Mackenzie Hamm, Support Ministries Coordinator 



 6 

 

Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Happy New Year!  

To say that I am filled with hope for 2021 would be a great understatement!  I have hope for peace in our nation.  
Hope for gatherings with friends.  Hope for being able to spend time with my grandchildren and children.  Hope for 
giving many hugs to everyone I see (maybe even strangers!).  Hope that businesses can reopen.  Hope for First Luther-
an worship and all activities to safely start again.  Hope that no one will be sick with Covid-19.  Hope for not needing 
to wear a mask.  Hope for all people to get the Covid-19 vaccine so that life can be more normal.  I am hopeful. 

I must be truthful and tell you that during the early stages of development for a vaccine for the virus I was very skepti-
cal.  I could not believe that a vaccine could be developed, tested, and approved in such a short time.  I also did not 
believe it was going to be safe.  I have done much studying on the subject and now believe the vaccine is safe.  I am 
amazed at the knowledge, skill and expertise of the scientists who developed the vaccines, the willingness of the peo-
ple who took the trial doses, and the efficiency of getting it out to the American people.  I believe this was an act of 
God for all of this to happen so safely and quickly!   

I will be taking the vaccine as soon as it is my turn to receive it.  I urge all of you to get the vaccine also.  If we are go-
ing to return to some normalcy in life, vaccinating is the answer.  Here is some information regarding the vaccine from 
Mayo Clinic. 

Is the vaccine safe?    Many pharmaceutical companies invested significant resources into quickly developing a vac-
cine for COVID-19 because of the world-wide impact of the pandemic. The emergency situation warranted an emer-
gency response but that does not mean that companies bypassed safety protocols or perform adequate testing. 

Do I still need the vaccine if I have had Covid-19?  There is not enough information currently available to say if or for 
how long after infection someone is protected from getting COVID-19 again. This is called natural immunity. Early 
evidence suggests natural immunity from COVID-19 may not last very long, but more studies are needed to better 
understand this. Mayo Clinic recommends getting the COVID-19 vaccine, even if you have had COVID-19 previously.  

Are there severe side effects of the vaccine?  In most cases there may be short-term mild or moderate vaccine reac-
tions that resolve without complication or injury.  About 15% of people developed short lived symptoms at the site of 
the injection.  50% developed systemic reactions primarily headache, chills, fatigue or muscle pain or fever lasting for 
a day or two. Keep in mind that these side effects are indicators that your immune system is responding to the vac-
cine and are common when receiving vaccines. 

Will I need to wear a mask after I get the vaccine?   It may take time for everyone who wants a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion to get one. Also, while the vaccine may prevent you from getting sick, it is unknown at this time if you can still 
carry and transmit the virus to others. Until more is understood about how well the vaccine works, continuing with 
precautions such as mask-wearing and physical distancing will be important.  Please continue wearing a mask. 

Will the vaccine cause more people to get sick or die?  While some people that receive the vaccine may develop 
symptoms as their immune system responds, remember that this is common when receiving any vaccine and not 
considered serious or life-threatening. You cannot get COVID-19 infection from the COVID-19 vaccines; they are inac-
tivated vaccines and not live vaccines.  

It is important to recognize that getting the vaccine is not just about survival from COVID-19. It is about preventing 
spread of the virus to others and preventing infection that can lead to long-term negative health effects. While no 
vaccine is 100% effective, they are far better than not getting a vaccine. The benefits certainly outweigh the risks in 
healthy people. 

If you have further questions about the vaccine, give me a call or call your health care provider. I am hopeful that with 
this vaccine there will finally be an end to this pandemic.  I hope and pray that everyone will get the vaccine.   

Prayers for good health, hope, and peace for you all in 2021!  Denise, Parish Nurse 

Romans 15:13    May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Zoom classes resume on Sunday, January 3
rd

 & Wednesday, January 6
th

. 

 

Youth Projects – A HUGE thank you to all of our youth who helped with various 
Christmas projects during the month of December! We had the Confirmation 
youth make Christmas decorations, wrap shoeboxes, send in Christmas videos, 
and go angel tree shopping during this crazy year. Thank you all so much for your 
help and dedication this year! 

 

Confirmation Classes – We will be remaining virtual with our Confirmation classes on Sundays 
and Wednesdays until January 18th. We will then reassess and decide how to hold our classes 
from there. Thank you all for your patience and understanding during this time we are in. Our 
weekly Zoom classes have been going great!  

By, Emma Duncan 
By, Maddie Hanson 

WORDS TO FIND 

CELEBRATION 

FIREWORKS 

JANUARY 

PARTY 

COUNTDOWN 

GATHERING 

MIDNIGHT 

RESOLUTION 

EXTRAVAGANZA 

INVITATION 

NOISEMAKER 

TRADITION 
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By, Emma Duncan 

Happy New Year!! 

I hope everyone had an amazing Christmas!!  

As we start 2021, I am hoping that everyone continues to remember that there is light at the end of 
this tunnel. As we follow Jesus, remember all of the amazing blessings that we have in this new season.  

As much as I miss you all, we will continue to do virtual (take home) Sunday and Wednesday School 
starting in January 10th-February 17th. We will re-evaluate right before Ash Wednesday since this is 
when 5th graders will begin first communion classes. Pick up times for Sunday/Wednesday school will be 
January 10th from 10-Noon and January 13th from 4-5pm.  

5th grade parents: Please watch your email for updates on First Communion classes which will start on 
Ash Wednesday, February 17th.  

Please join me on January 3rd on FB & YouTube live for a children’s message at 9:30 AM. 

I hope you all know how much I appreciate each and every one of you!!  

Emma 
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ZOOM Book Study 
 Featuring the book, “Rooted and Rising” by Leah D Schade 

“To my precious children and grandchildren: 

I long to leave you a world of beauty and goodness, of laughter and love.  And indeed, these will never die.  
Yet I will also leave you a world of disaster at a scale unknown to any of the humans who preceded us.” 

This is the opening to “A Letter” by Cynthia D. Moe-Lobeda, PhD.  Leah D. Schade has compiled a series of 
articles written by individuals who have been at the forefront of the issue of climate change and its effects on 
our world. However, rather than facts and science, these are from each author’s personal perspectives, expe-
riences and future expectations. 

Beginning on Thursday, January 14, join us as we look into this book. It is divided into 7 chapters with 4 arti-
cles in each chapter. The group will meet via ‘Zoom’ every 2 weeks on Thursday night, from 7:30-8:30 PM. 

Like most noteworthy books, these articles challenged me to look at things from the authors perspective.  I 
found by acknowledging these perspectives, not necessarily agreeing with them, has challenged me to 
reevaluate some of my basic foundational assumptions. 

Being a child of the 60s, growing up halfway between Chicago and Milwaukee I experienced first hand what 
pollution was doing to our local environment.  My passion for nature, biology and animal welfare has always 
driven me to try to leave things better than I found them.  These articles acknowledge that the science shows 
how difficult this will be to change, but we each need to be doing what little we can. 

The book can be purchased online, through Amazon or Barnes & Noble.  I purchased the e-book through my 
Kindle account for $28.50 and read it on my phone while sitting in my deer stand. 

For more information or to sign up, contact Jim McCormack at 218-234-1303 or jkmdvm@gmail.com or con-
tact Gary Goreham at 701-200-6583 or garygoreham@outlook.com. 

BOOK STUDY  
GROUP 

• Zoom Meet Every 2 weeks 

• Beginning Thursday, January 14 

• Meeting Time: 7:30 to 8:30 PM 

SIGN UP BY CONTACTING  
Jim McCormack at 218-234-1303 or jkmdvm@gmail.com 
Gary Goreham at 701-200-6583 or garygoreham@outlook.com 

mailto:jkmdvm@gmail.com
mailto:garygoreham@outlook.com
mailto:jkmdvm@gmail.com
mailto:garygoreham@outlook.com
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The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church—Written by Norma Smith 

Greetings to each of you! 
 
As  I was watching the Lawrence Welk  Christmas show and listening to the beautiful song “O Holy Night”.  
That is one of my favorite songs of the season.  The line “A thrill of Hope” rang out at me.  I have a feeling of 
real hope that there is a New Year dawning.  Vaccine is coming to help control COVID and hopefully will be 
eliminated soon!  Hope the church will be open soon, Circles get to meet in person as will committees.  LWR 
quilts and kits can be distributed.  Or do you think we have gotten comfortable watching church while sitting 
at the breakfast table?   I ask God for the Hope and Faith to continue in us as the new year progresses, He will 
lead the way and guide us! 
 
Thank Offering collected during November was $610.00 and sent to ELCA Churchwide in Chicago.  Thank 
you for your cooperation, this has been a project of the women's group for many years. 

 
Valentines will be collected for Veterans home in Fergus Falls and the Veterans hospital  in Fargo.  
They are very much appreciated.  The Valentines can be purchased or hand made.  To participate 
write a note of thanks for their service, sign your first name only, and address the envelope “to a 
Veteran.”  Put them in the tub by the front door of the church.  The deadline is February 3 so there 
is time to mail them and get distributed.  Thank you for participating! 
 

Keep hoping and praying with me for a great NEW YEAR! 
                                                
                                                                                                     Norma Smith 
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Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Photos 
Thanks to all who attended and worshipped with us!  

Check out some photos of the fun below. 

Thank you to Chris Udby (Shepherd), Bryson Udby (Jospeh), Claire 

Schantzen (Mary) and Nora Shantzen (Angel) for volunteering!! 

Thank you to Trowbridge Creek Zoo for providing the animals for our live nativity! 
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 GIVEN BY:   IN MEMORY / HONOR OF:  

 Dean & Sue Berg In honor of our family & in memory of our loved ones. 

 Fern Brown In honor of First Lutheran Pastor’s and Staff 

 Larry & Adrienne Buboltz In memory of Elmer & Alice Strand and 
  Stanley & Dorothy Buboltz. 

 Janelle, Dan, Brendon & In memory of Alyce & Roger Hillman  
 Conner Disrud 

 Family Members In memory of Donald & Shirley Lynch 

 Todd & Denise Gaard In honor of our children & grandchildren. 

 Mackenzie & Mike Hamm In memory of Nizhoni Lee Hamm 
  In honor of our children: Faith, Hope Liam, Grace  
  & Serenity. 

 Pastor Lauryl Ivers In memory of my grandparents. 

 Betty Johnston & Family In memory of Lyle C. Johnston. 

 Henrietta Malchow & Family In memory of Karl Malchow 

 Rick & Shan Manke In honor of Leighton, Reuben, Lennon, Catherine, Eleanor, 
 Walter & George Manke. 

 Kevin & Carol Shipley In Memory of Caroline & Marvin Sachs 
  In Memory of Marlene & Gary Shpley 

 Rod & Sue Schaffer In honor of Our Church Staff 

 Greg, Jill, Dani & Ben Unruh In memory of Harold Unruh & Jim Schmidt 

 Roger & Shila Worden In memory of Carl & Edna Knutson 

 Pat Zurn In memory of Mom, Dad, Dorothy, Dave, & Ray 

Christmas poinsettias can be picked up starting Sunday, December 27th.   
Please call the office to arrange a time to pick up your poinsettia.  
Any poinsettias that are not picked up by December 30th, will be  

donated to local nursing homes. 

Thank you for your gifts of  poinsettias for Christmas! 
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Update From Trinity Hope 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.  

 

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 ⚫  admin@trinityhope.org  ⚫ (615) 394-4950  

Web Page:  www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook:  trinityhopehaiti 

 

FOUNDATIONS 

Lars Helland is member of Eternal Shepherd Church in Seneca, SC.  The church sponsors two schools, Rocky Road and 
Pas Bonbon, in the Central Plateau district of Haiti.  The church has worked directly with the Pastor and schools outside 
of the scope of Trinity HOPE before adding the Trinity HOPE Feeding Program.  Lars gives a unique perspective of the 
feeding program and its impact since they have seen the schools before a feeding program was put in place.  Lars 
shares their experience. 

“The schools in Pas Bonbon and Rocky Road have very secure Foundations.  First, Jesus Christ and the study of His 
Word.  The extreme success of these two schools can be traced to Trinity HOPE providing a meal to each student, every 
day.  Proper nutrition is so very important in students being able to focus.  I get pictures and updates routinely, with 
teachers, staff, and students shown in ever increasing numbers!  The foundation of their studies is with the Bibles and 
Luther’s Small Catechism we provided in both French and Creole.  This expands beyond the school, as the parents are 
involved at home discussing “What does this mean?” 

The students know Trinity HOPE, and give thanks every day for their meals.  Pastor 
Samuel of Pas Bonbon approached us a few months ago with a “plan for the future”.  
They set a goal to become more self-sufficient in providing meals, a simple plan to 
grow fruits and vegetables not only for home consumption, but to be able to sell some 
of their harvest so they have money to buy grains and fresh market items.  We sent a 

check to set the plan into motion.  What 
they managed to purchase for that small 
amount of money was considerable.  
Parents, teachers, staff were out tilling 
the field at Pas Bonbon, and planted 700 
banana trees, 120 Cypress/Lemon trees and 47 Mango trees.  Wow!   

December update – Pas Bonbon is adding a 6th grade class!! How did all 
this start?  Trinity HOPE!  We are all so blessed to be part of this 
ministry! Thank You Trinity HOPE!” 

To God be the Glory!  In His service,  

Lars Helland, Eternal Shepherd LCMS Mission Committee Chairman.   
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MUSIC PROGRAM FUND 

In Memory of: Dave Kaldale  
Given by:  Henry & Betty Fischer 

 

UNSPECIFIED FUND 

In Memory of: Ralph Berquist  
Given by:  Patti Cummins 

In Memory of: Doris Nelson  
Given by:  Andrea Thornes Bue, Shakopee 

 

SOUND & TECH FUND 

In Honor of: Musicians  
Given by:  Delyle & Sandi Willprecht 

In Memory of: Patty Aasen 
Given by:  Beve & Dave Melgaard 

AGAPE FUND 

In Memory of: Tony Karsnia  
Given by:  Marlys Douglas 

In Memory of: Jan Peters  
Given by:  Patti Cummins 

 

CHOIR FUND 

In Memory of: Dave Kaldale  
Given by:  Kris & Dolly Tovson 

Given by:  Laverne & Judy Maxwell 

 

GENERAL FUND 

In Memory of: Orlin Kvistro  
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

In Memory of: Ole Olson  
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

FLC acknowledges with grateful appreciation these memorials which have been received this past month. 

Thank you and Missing You! 

I just wanted to express a special thank you to all the church 

members and friends who have reached out to the church staff 

this Christmas in the way of gifts, calls or cards.  We think of 

you all often and miss seeing you on Sundays and daily in the 

church office.   We are hopeful and excited for the upcoming 

year and are praying we are all able to be together again soon! 

-Melissa Christianson 

PARKING LOT COMMUNION SERVICES  

We are excited to announce that we will be increasing our Drive-Up Holy Communion 
opportunities! Drive-Up Holy Communion is now being offered at 10:00 AM on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays of the month, and at 6:15 PM on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 

month! RSVPs are appreciated, but not necessary to attend.  

With these additional communion offerings, comes the need of more volunteers.  Parking Lot Communion Assistants 
are needed to distribute communion to cars. The time commitment would be about 30 minutes. Please sign up to 
help by emailing Mackenzie at Mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 
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January 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

 
 

      
 
 
  

1 
 

Church Office  
Closed 

 
 

  

2 
 
 
 

3 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
No Faith Formation 

Special Synod Worship Service 

  8:30a  Online Wship Only 
10:00a  Drive Thru Communion 
 

4 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 
  5:30p  Restart Team Mtg 

 
 

  

5 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA (Rec Room) 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 

6 
 

  6:00p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:15p  Drive Thru Communion 
  6:45p  6th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:15p  7th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 
   

7 
 

   7:30a  Women’s Bible St, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning Com 

8 
 

 12:00p  AA, Rec Room 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

9 
 

 2:00p  Brent Blake Benefit 
 
 

  
 
  

10 
 

Sunday Schedule 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Children’s FB Live 
  9:45a  Confir Class, via Zoom 
10:45a  Parking Lot Worship Svc 
 

11 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 
 

  

12 
 

   9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA (Rec Room) 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 

    

13 
 

  6:00p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:45p  6th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:15p  7th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 

14 
 

  7:30 a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning 
   4:00p  Personnel Tm Mtg 
   7:30p  Zoom Book Study 

  

15 
 

 12:00p  AA, Rec Room 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

16 
 
 

17 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Children’s FB Live 
  9:45a  Confir Class, via Zoom 
10:00a  Drive Thru Communion 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship  

18 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 
  5:30p  Restart Team Mtg 

19 
 

   9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA (Rec Room) 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 

 

20 
 

  6:00p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:15p  Drive Thru Communion 
  6:45p  6th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:15p  7th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 
 

 
 

 

21 
 

  7:30 a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning 
 12:00p  Exec Council 

    
   
 
  
 

 
 
 

22 
 

 12:00p  AA, Rec Room 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

23 
 

 
 
 

24 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Children’s FB Live 
  9:45a  Confir Class, via Zoom 
10:45a  Contemporary Worship  

25 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

26 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA (Rec Room) 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  5:30p  Vision Council 

27 
 

  6:00p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:45p  6th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:15p  7th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 

28 
 

   7:30a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning 
   7:30p  ZOOM Book Study 

29 
 

 12:00p  AA, Rec Room 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

30 

31 1 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 
  5:30p  Restart Team Mtg 

2 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA (Rec Room) 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 

3 
 

  6:00p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:15p  Drive Thru Communion 
  6:45p  6th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:15p  7th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 

4 
 

   7:30a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning 
    

5 
 

 12:00p  AA, Rec Room 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

6 
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Congregational Staff 
Lead  Pastor:  
Pastor Joe Skogmo pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Associate Pastor:  
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Children’s Ministry Director: 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Director of Youth Ministry: 
Maddie Hanson maddie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Support Ministries: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Communications: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 30  Issue 1 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published 
monthly and mailed to the members 
and friends of First Lutheran Church.  
The purpose of this publication is to 
inform the congregation of church   

activities and upcoming events.         
Articles for publication are to be      

submitted to the church office by the 
20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 

Office Closed Until Further Notice 
Office Phone:  847-5656 

Fax Phone:  847-7009 
flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 

www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 

Chairman:  Jackie Buboltz 
Vice-Chairman: Steve Schantzen 

Secretary:  Catie Herman 
Treasurer:  Chad Carlblom 

Chris Malecka, LeAnn Mouw,        
Nathan Olson, Nathan Mork,  
Carol Lee, & Kari Stattelman 

 
Foundation Board 

President:  Adrienne Buboltz 
President-Elect: Steve Glunberg 

Secretary:  Susan Busker 
Treasurer:  Susan Schaffer 

Kevin Shipley, Dan Berg,  
Ryan Manke, Mason Pender,  

& Patti Cummins 


