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GATHERING MUSIC  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GATHERING HYMN God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens ELW #771 
1  God, who stretched the spangled heavens infinite in time and place, 
     flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space: 
     we, your children in your likeness, share inventive pow'rs with you; 
     great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do. 

2  We have ventured worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race; 
     known the ecstasy of winging through untraveled realms of space; 
     probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined pow'r, 
     facing us with life's destruction or our most triumphant hour. 

3  As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew: 
     children of creative purpose, serving others, hon'ring you. 
     May our dreams prove rich with promise; each endeavor well begun; 
     great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and yours are one. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Reconciling God,  

All:  We confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We place our 
hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your 
good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We 
sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead 
us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.  

GREETING 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:  The Lord be with You. All:  And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

ALL:  Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your king-
dom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5-12 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 119:129-136   

SECOND READING Romans 8:35, 37-39 

GOSPEL  Matthew 13:31-33  
Reader:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. All:  Praise to you O Christ.  

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images 
that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a 

net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!  
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STATEMENT OF FAITH 

HYMN OF THE DAY Blessed Assurance ELW #638 
1  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior, all the day long: 
this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

2  Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
     angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  

Refrain 

3  Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
     watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  

Refrain 

SHARING OF PEACE & OFFERING GRATITUDE 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

PRAYERS OF HEALING 

LORD’S PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN Sent Forth By God’s Blessing ELW #547 
1  Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, 

the people of God from this dwelling take leave. The supper is ended. 
Oh, now be extended  the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching, 
shall blossom in action for God and for all. Your grace shall incite us, 
your love shall unite us to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 

2  With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living, 
     the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—our faith ever sharing, 
     in love ever caring, embracing God's children, the whole human race. 
     With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; 
     unite us as one in this life that we share. Then may all the living 
     with praise and thanksgiving give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.  

SENDING 
Pastor:  Go in the power of the Holy Spirit.  All:  Thanks be to God. 

Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored by two families.   
First in honor of  Pete & Liz Mathison’s 60th Wedding  

Anniversary on July 30th. This is sponsored by their children. 
 

Second is in celebration of  the marriage of    
Ruth Olson and Darrell Bauder on July 23rd  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
RSVP FOR WORSHIP—We ask that anyone planning to attend the 10:30 outdoor worship service on Sunday 
mornings RSVP via the link at firstlutheranchurch.com.  This will help us ensure we have space for everyone 
planning to attend.  

FAREWELL AND THANK YOU—The Kids First Preschool Director, Diane Ullyott has resigned.  We would like 
to thank her for her dedication to her students and the church.  We wish her well in her future endeavors. 

LET'S SUPPORT FMSC IN THIS TIME OF NEED! FMSC has announced the cancellation of all planned events 
through September due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It is the best way to ensure the safety of its workers and 
the safety of its volunteers.  This means that the mobile pack planned for September in Detroit Lakes is can-
celled. With this news, we ask that you keep FMSC and its mission in your prayers. The need has not gone 
away and in fact is even greater. With that being said, let’s mobilize our faith community to raise money to 
help support the FMSC mission. With a donation of $1,866, we can pack a virtual pallet, which is 7,464 meals 
and can feed 22 children for a year. Let’s make it our mission to help FMSC continue to feed those who count 
on them. If you would like to donate, please make your check out to FLC and put FMSC in the memo 
line.  Donations can be mailed to First Lutheran Church, 912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501. 

PRAYERS FOR COMFORT—There will be a private family funeral for Jon Horner at First Lutheran Church in 
Detroit Lakes, MN. The funeral will held be on Friday, July 31 at 1:00 PM.  An online livestream will be availa-
ble. Please follow the link to be taken to the FLC LiveStream page to attend the funeral from home.  Please 
pray for comfort for Jon’s family as they come together to say goodbye. 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR CONGREGATIONAL VOTE—The FLC Call Committee has extended a call to Pastor Lauryl 
Ivers for the position of Associate Pastor of First Lutheran Church.  A special congregational meeting and vote 
will be held on August 9th.  More information on the voting process is coming soon!    

FLC FOUNDATION TO MATCH DONATIONS— All donations made to Feed My Starving Children, Churches 
United for the Homeless, the Becker County Food Pantry and FLC's Agape Fund will receive matching funds 
of up to $10,000 total between now and year end from the FLC Foundation.  If you would like to donate to 
one of these organizations and have them receive the fund match, please make the check out to First Luther-
an Church and indicate in the memo which organization you'd like the funds to go.  You can also donate via 
the website by following the link below.  Here you can also use the drop down menu to select the group you 
would like to direct your donation to. Let's join together to make donations and help these organization do 
God's Work.  

THANK YOU FLC—The family of Ole Olson would like to thank everyone for the many cards, memorials, pray-
ers and thoughtful, encouraging words shared with them during these difficult times.  


