
Wednesday  
November 27, 2019 

7:00pm 

Thanksgiving Worship 

We Gather In Thanksgiving 
PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PROCLAMATION OF THE DAY 

CALL TO WORSHP 
Pastor:  God stretches out the heavens and shapes the earth. 

All:  Come and give thanks! 

Pastor:  God calls forth plants from the soil and forms animals in infinite variety. 

All:  Come and give thanks! 

Pastor:  God breathes upon us and fills us with life. 

All:  Come lift your voices in praise! 

Pastor:  God touches our hearts through family and friends. 

All:  Come lift your voices in praise! 

Pastor:  God loves us and blesses us with everything good. 

All:  Come and worship! 

Pastor:  God loves and overwhelms us with never-ending generosity. 

All:  Come and worship! 

GATHERING HYMN Let All Things Now Living ELW #881 

GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  ALL: And also with you! 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Pastor: In the midst of our thanksgiving, let us pause to reflect how we often lose 
sight of daily gifts and of their gracious Giver.   (Pause for reflection) 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

All:  O God, we know we often forget about you, we forget to love you, we 
forget to help our neighbors, we forget to thank you.  Forgive us, good Lord. 

(Silence for personal confession) 

Pastor:  God’s greatest gift was the gift of Jesus!  In Christ we are a new creation! 

All:  Gracious God, Grant us clear minds to know you, new hearts to love 
you, and strong hands to serve you. 

Pastor:  Let us live each day as a prayer and song of THANKSGIVING to you! 

All:  Amen! 

In Thanksgiving to God, the Creator 
Pastor: I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my 
body and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my mind and all my abilities. 

All: And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing 
clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, spouse and children, 
land, cattle and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life. 

Pastor: God also preserves me by defending me against all danger, guarding and 
protecting me from all evil.  All this God does only because he is my good and 
merciful Father in heaven, and not because I have earned or deserve it. 

All: For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.  This is 
most certainly true. 

HYMN We Praise You, O God ELW #870 

Welcome! 
At harvest time we join 
the psalmist in offering 
thanksgiving to God: 
“You crown the year with 
your goodness, and your 
paths overflow with 
plenty.” We are grateful 
for the abundance of the 
good things of God’s 
creation. Paul reminds us 
that our thanksgiving 
overflows into 
generosity. As the body 
of Christ in the world, we 
give ourselves away as 
bread for the hungry.  



In Thanksgiving to Christ, the Redeemer 
Pastor: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

All: He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and 
won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, 

Pastor: Not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his 
innocent suffering and death. 

All: All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his 
kingdom, 

Pastor:  And serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and 
blessedness, 

All: Just as he is risen from death and lives and rules eternally.  This is 
most certainly true. 

SPECIAL MUSIC Hymn of Grateful Praise Jubilate Choir 

SCRIPTURE READING Romans 8:28-39 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord All:  Thanks be to God, the Son! 

HYMN Blessed Assurance ELW #638 vs 1 & Refrain 

In Thanksgiving to the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier 
Pastor:  I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to him. 

All: But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with 
his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

Pastor:  In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 
Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ, in the one true faith. 

All: In the Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all 
believers. 

Pastor:  On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead, 

All: And give eternal life to me and all believes in Christ.  This is most 
certainly true. 

SCRIPTURE READING Colossians 1:11-20 
Pastor:  The Word of the Lord  All:  Thanks be to God, the Spirit! 

MEDITATION 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation ELW #679 

We Respond in Thanksgiving 
CONGREGATION THANKSGIVING STORIES 

LITANY OF PRAYER AND PRAISE 
Pastor: Lord of heaven and earth, you make all things beautiful.  You have 
provided green forests and refreshing streams. You have arranged the orderly 
procession of day and night for our work and rest. 

All: Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the 
gentle breeze!   

HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth  ELW #879 vs. 1 & Refrain 

Pastor:  Thank you for homes that shelter us, clothing that protects us, and for food 
and drink that nourishes us.  May we be mindful not only of the blessings we enjoy, 
but also of opportunities you give us to share your blessings with all. 

Thank you to those 

Serving in Worship  
Pastors:  
Gary Erdmann 
Lauryl Ivers 

Greeters: 
Tanner & Emma Duncan 

Ushers: 
Bill Wegscheid 
Steve Schantzen 

Lesson Reader 
Carrie Johnston 

Organist 
Karen Bimberg 

Sound & Tech Team 
Ted Cihak 
Mark Jensen 



All: Give us eyes to see and hearts to feel the suffering of others.  By your 
Spirit, help us bring your blessing to ease the burdens of neighbors in need! 
 

HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth  ELW #879 vs. 3 & Refrain 

Pastor:  Thank you for joy and the challenge of being in human relationship. For 
each relationship that brings us life… for each relationship that needs restoration… 
for each of our relationships at home, at church, in our community, and in our 
world, fill us with your love and your light. 

All: Gather all your children throughout the world into one great and 
gracious embrace of harmony and peace! 

HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth  ELW #879 vs. 4 & Refrain 

Leader:  Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and 
Sacrament, for his giving and forgiving, and for listening to our prayers. Thank you 
for drawing us ever closer to you as we walk in faith, always trusting in your 
presence, always trusting that you are leading us onward. 

All: May our lives be offered as an ongoing sacrifice of praise to you, O God! 

HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth  ELW #879 vs. 5 & Refrain 

LORD’S PRAYER 
All: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

We Are Sent To Serve 
BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN Now Thank we All Our God ELW #840 

SENDING 
Pastor: Go in peace; serve the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God! 

Count Your Blessings 
Count your blessings instead of your crosses 

Count you gains instead of your losses 

Count your joys instead of your woes 

Count your friends instead of your foes 

Count your smiles instead of your tears 

Count your courage instead of your fears 

Count our full years instead of your lean 

Count your kind deeds instead of your mean 

Count your health instead of your wealth 

Count on God instead of yourself 



This Week at FLC  

Wednesday, November 27 

No Oasis 
 6:30a Men’s Daybreak, HI 
 7:00a Women’s Bible Stdy 
12:05p Thanksgiving Worship 
 2:30p Comm Svc, Golden Mr 
 5:00p Worship Team, MP 
 6:15p Alleluia Ringers Prac 
 7:00p Worship Service 
 7:15p Jubilate Choir Prac 

Thursday, November 28 

Thanksgiving Day 
FLC Office Closed 

Friday, November 29 

FLC Office Closed 

Saturday, November 30 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing 

 9:00a Church Xmas Décor. 

Sunday, December 1 
No Faith Formation 

Communion 
 8:30a Traditional Worship 
 9:30a Fellowship Time 
10:45a 

Monday, December 2 

 8:30a Helping Hands, Hol In 
 5:00p Al Anon  
 5:30p Tae Kwon Do 
 5:30p DL Light Parade 

Tuesday, December 3 

 8:30a Quilters 
 9:00a AA, Library 
 9:00a Staff Meeting 
 9:30a Rebekah Cir, Ecumen 
10:30a Comm Svc, Oak Cross 
12:00p OA Serenity, Library 
12:30p Tai Ji Quan, Rec Rm 
 2:00p Rachel Circ, Lounge 
 5:00p Crisis Center Mtg 
 5:30p Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 
 7:30p 

Wednesday, December 4 

 6:30a Men’s Daybreak, HI 
 7:00a Women’s Bible Study 
10:00a LSS Respite Care 
10:30a Advent Book Study 
12:00p Advent Worship Svc 
12:30p Advent Lunch 
 5:00p Worship Team, MP 
 5:15p Oasis Meal 
 6:00p Worship  
 6:15p Alleluia Ringers Reh. 
 6:00p Worship 
 6:45p Faith Formation Hour 
 7:15p Jubilate Choir Practice 

First Lutheran Church, 912 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Office Phone: 847-5656   email: flc@firstlutheranchurch.com   www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Thank you for joining us for our Thanksgiving Worship Service. 
Please join us again for one of our Christmas Worship Services... 

Christmas Day Worship Time 

11:00 AM—Christmas Day Worship Service 

Christmas Eve Worship Times 

3:30 PM—Nativity Worship Service 

5:00 PM—Nativity Worship Service 

9:00 PM—Candlelight Worship Service 

Announcements 

Knitters and Crocheters Time Change! This club will now meet in the Library at 10:30 AM. We 
will continue to meet at 10:30 AM every first and third Thursday of the month. Our next 
meeting date is Thursday, December 3.  This will be a time of stitching, fellowship, praying, and 
discussing the book; Inspired: Slaying Dragons, Walking on Water and Loving the Bible by Ra-
chel Held Evans. All are welcome!  

REMINDER: If school is cancelled or released early due to weather, all church related activities 
will be cancelled. This includes Confirmation, Sunday School, Quilting or other any other church 
led activities. 

Order Your Poinsettias Now! - The Advent and Christmas season is made more beautiful when 
the church is filled with beautiful poinsettias. If you would like to share flowers, please com-
plete a form, located in the church office, or on the table in the narthex. Cost is $12 per plant. 
Order deadline is December 8th.  

First Lutheran Church will host “ Wednesday’s in Advent” mini-concerts in the sanctuary be-
ginning Wednesday, December 4, and continuing through Wednesday, December 18, from 
12:05-12:35 each day. Concerts will feature area Musicians sharing their talents with Holiday 
Music. Concerts are free of charge. The public is invited to attend. A free will offering lunch will 
be available following each concert! Please signup to help prepare and serve meals in the 
church office. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING! Dressing the church for Advent/Christmas is fast approaching! Hav-
ing the church decorated for Advent/Christmas gives such a warm feeling when you enter. If 
you would like to be a part of the decorating, please sign up in the church office; the Flower 
Team will greatly appreciate all the help. They are looking for about 20 people on Saturday No-
vember 30th at 9:00 AM.  

FLC Blood Drive Sunday, December 8th, 8:00 AM—12:15 PM. To schedule an appointment call 
Denise at 847-5656 or go to www.bloodhero.com sponsor code: dlfirst  

The Children’s Christmas Store is Saturday, December 7th from 10:00 AM–4:00 PM. Gifts and 
supplies are much appreciated! If you can help with set-up, greeting, shopping, wrapping or 
clean-up, please sign-up in the office! On average, it takes 40 volunteers to help nearly 200 
young shoppers with their 1,500 gifts!  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING - FLC will be Christmas caroling at the local nursing homes on Wednes-
day, December 18! Join us at the church at 5:45 PM for a meal and then we’ll head to the local 
nursing homes to sing from 6:30 PM—7:30 PM. After we finish singing, we’ll all meet up back at 
the church for cookies and cocoa! Everyone is invited, please join us.  


