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Hello, all! 

I want to share a little bit about our annual staff development day that we had on June 22nd.  

At this annual meeting we take a whole day to sort out our calendar for the year to come, to work on teambuilding, 
discuss possible changes and strategies for the upcoming year, to discern God’s calling and wisdom, and we also use 
the time to intentionally reflect on how the last year went. 

To stimulate reflection on these last 12 months we engaged in an exercise called “Campfire Stories.” In this exercise we 
take a whiteboard and list dozens of ‘trigger’ words on its left side. These are words meant to help kickstart a memory 
or experience to share. When a specific word ‘triggers’ a memory or experience, we take that word and transfer it to 
the right side of the whiteboard, and share a story. 

One objective is to simply share memories and common experiences which is its own healthy and healing practice. An-
other objective is to, by the end, look at the keywords we selected, zoom out, and identify any patterns of experiences 
or a summary of what this last year was. Put another way, to step back and see our “words of the year.” 

Below, notice the “words of the year” on the right side that help articulate our experiences over the last 12 months. 
These words represent trying times, mixed emotions, joys, highlights, and things that got us through.  

As you can see – a complicated year. A year of loss and joy, a year of tears and laughter, a year of deep stress where we 
experienced dark and fragile moments, as well as light and strength. Through all this, I am so grateful for an incredibly 
reliable, down-to-earth, honest, and faithful staff. 

In the end, our true “word of the year” is God’s Word – God’s Word of grace, love, presence, hope, and life – the Word 
that became flesh in Christ Jesus who dwells with us through it all. No matter what words we have to use to describe 
our lives, it is this ultimate Word that finally and forever frames us.  

Peace,  
Pr. Joe 

p.s. What “words of the year” would you have slid to the right side of the board for your own lives? For the life of your 
congregation? 

Update from Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo 
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I’m thinking about perfect peaches, and sweet raspberries just picked and 
popped into my mouth, and delicious corn on the cob with slightly burned hot 
dogs and grilled chicken;  watermelon slices (I like seedless, but fondly remember 
seed spitting contests with my brother!), and well toasted marshmallows from 
the fire.   The taste of Summer food is good – yum! 

Last Sunday our Children’s Ministry and Creation Care Teams hosted a fun event 
for children and families, and we talked about the importance of caring for our 
earth, growing food, and what we can do about the hunger that affects people 
even in our community.   Our Abundant Grace Garden harvests thousands of 
pounds of fresh produce each year to donate to the Food Shelf (if you want to 
help with the gardening, just ask!).  And if you, or someone you know, could use 
some food this summer, we have local resources to tell you about.     

And we’re not just hungry for food – what I’m seeing is that we’re hungry for fellowship!  Now that we’ve re
-opened, our staff is delighted to see more of our members just stopping by the office to chat – it feels so 
good to be able to just visit again and catch up.   Please know that we’d love to see you!   And if coming to 
the office isn’t easy for you, let us know, and the Pastors, Parish nurse or Visitation Team members will 
schedule a visit in your home. 

No matter what the season of the year, or the season of your life, our Lord Jesus Christ would love to visit 
with you, too.   He said, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will not hunger, and whoever believes 
in me will never thirst.”  John 6:35.    So, along with relishing the tastes of the season, spend lots of time en-
joying just being with Jesus this summer.  

  With love, 
                                         Pastor Lauryl 

LauryL’s word 
Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor 

TUESDAYS IN THE PARK COMMUNITY MUSIC SERIES has returned 
this summer!  The music line up is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

The picnic in the park is from 5:30-7:00 pm. Music will begin at 7:00 pm. 

FLC volunteers are needed on Tuesday, July 20 to serve food for Music in the Park.  Volunteers need to arrive 
at 5 PM and will help serve from 5:30 to 7 PM.  Tim Eggebraaten is the musician for that evening and will 
begin at 7 PM. 

July 6 – Jan Severson 
July 13 – Doc & the Scrubs 
July 20 – Tim Eggebraaten 
July 27 – Generation Gap 
 

August 3 – Ulen Centennial Band 
August 10 – Doc & the Scrubs 
August 17 – DeMasi Brothers 
August 24 – Mark Fogelson 
August 31 – The Becker County  
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President’s Post 
Update from Vision Council President Steve Schantzen 

Happy Father’s Day to all the dads (and a belated Happy 
Mother’s Day to the mom’s)!  As it is fresh in my mind, many 
of us have the opportunity to enjoy a day celebrated in honor 
of being a parent and thought this would be a perfect time to 
reflect.  A verse popped up on Sunday in my daily phone app 
which was Proverbs 22:6 “Start children off on the way they 
should go and even when they are old, they will not turn 
from it”.  Proverbs is always good for a one-line message on 
choosing paths in everyday life.  This particular one is not 
new to me but reminds me of a few things that, although we 
as parents are being celebrated, it is our children who should 
be enjoying a day of unconditional love and guidance.  Time 
with our children, though many days challenging, should not 
be lost on the daily schedule battles with work, school, 
sports, childcare etc. I personally have to remind myself this 
as I get lost and forget my daily schedule should not overtake this valuable time that we receive with our children.  This 
little time is what drives many of our children’s paths in life, and as they soak up all our qualities (good or bad), I try to 
remember my relationship with God, and being founded in faith will filter through to their journey in life as well.  It is 
this reflection on all of us and our relationships with God that we should look at and ask how this will help guide our 
children in life. 

With summer in full steam, the frantic rush to enjoy every minute of our lakes and warm weather drives a lot of sched-
ules.  The Creation Care team put together a wonderful opportunity at Maple Hills Orchard this last Sunday that hope-
fully some of you were able to enjoy.  We were unfortunately rained out last weekend with our Outdoor Worship, but I 
encourage anyone who has not attended one of these to please join us in the lawn for what I think are some of the 
best services First Lutheran has to offer.  For those that do not know we are in the process of updating our Constitu-
tion, which will go to the Synod later this year, and will be in our Annual meeting next year for approval.  If there are 
any questions or if you would like to know more, please don’t hesitate to reach out.   

Our congregation has many that devote much of their personal life to activities and organizations within the church 
and community, I’d like to take a moment to recognize two individuals.  Cindy Bruflodt and Terry Kemmer seem to 
have an endless passion for First Lutheran and have devoted much of their personal time to First Lutheran and keeping 
it the leader in the community that it is.  As they transition out of some of their roles with First Lutheran, I want to just 
take a moment and say Thank You! 

I hope everyone is enjoying being back in the church and seeing smiling faces some old and familiar, some with new 
beards or hair styles.  It’s amazing how being back in the companionship with fellow worshipers inspires personal rela-
tionships with God.  The fellowship we are now back to quickly heals this void that many have had in their hearts this 
last year.  I wanted to take this opportunity to ask how you as the congregation connect with First Lutheran, and to 
just self-reflect on how we as a church can help inspire that personal relationship with God.   

With that I will leave you with a verse from 2 Corinthians 6:18 "And, 'I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons 
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.'"  We may not all be parents, but we all have our Father.  Don’t forget to cele-
brate your relationship with God, and how your personal faith with him, will guide you on this journey through life.   
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Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

ACTION CORPS: Action Corp is a group of parishioners who worship here at First Lutheran, Yes you all are 
on an Action Corp group.  One month a year each parishioner is assigned to an Action Corp group to help 
provide a time of fellowship in between church services by serving treats on Sundays throughout the 
year.  We also ask for help to provide treats if there is a funeral during your assigned month.  

I have included June, July & August Action Corp groups.  If you are busy during the month you are as-
signed, please help out during one of the other months that works for you!  

Please take the time to Call or respond to the sign-up sheet that is sent to your email or phone.  

Options for helping:  

▪ Server: Server (set-up 8:45 am, serve Fellowship 9:30 to 10:30 then Clean up) *if you want to set up before church the 
doors are open by 8 am. Do what is easiest for you!)  

▪ Donate food items (baked or bought)  

▪ Donate money for her to use to get food items. 

If this is a ministry you feel called to, please feel free to sign up and lead as many Sundays as you would like! We hope fellowship is 
bringing a sense of community back to the church! Enjoy your time together!  

Funerals! Here at First Lutheran we are blessed to be able to provide a space for families to hold a fu-
neral of various sizes. We are also blessed to have you volunteer to help create welcoming spaces to 
grieve and provide a meal during a very emotional time for the family and friends of the loss of loved 
ones.  We not only take pride in our space but mostly in the generosity of all of you who value the time 
to volunteer during these funerals. You will never know how you will impact someone by ministering to 
everyone regardless of their connection here at First Lutheran Church. Thank you volunteers for provid-
ing a space to grieve and remember loved ones who were members and or non-members here at First 
Lutheran Church.   

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser Picnic Coinciding with Music in the Park: First Lutheran Provides servers on 
Tuesday July 20th which is led by Bob Jernberg. If you can help serve, please contact the office. Set-up is at 
4:30 and meal is served from 5:30–7:00 pm.   

Homeless Shelter Update:  We were nearing the last few hundred dollars of our original grants when we applied 
for more grant funding. We just got awarded another $10,000 to help with emergency shelter hotel stays, first 
month & damage deposits now through August 31st 2021.  I still meet with individuals frequently, do intake and 
assist with stays and follow up on all the resources that are available to them.  We are only sheltering at the ho-
tel now. This seems to be the best option for everyone involved.  We do help with transportation to Fargo Moor-

head shelters when they have openings still so they can receive that 24 hour care and caseworker help right away. When shelters 
are full or when they have connections here in DL, we are trying to keep them here.  

How can you help? 

Pray!  Pray for a few individuals who we are helping right now. We have a man who is starting over and pray for his job to go well 
so he can secure an apartment.  Pray for a mom of two who needs to find a landlord who is willing to give her a second chance as 
she needs to secure housing in order to get her children back as they are now with family members while she works with CPS.  Pray 
for safety for a couple women leaving Lakes Crisis center who are going into their own apartments. Pray for landlords who are able 
to rent to individuals who have felonies on the records.  

Phone Support System?   Would you have time to connect with one individual at a time after they have done intake with me? I am 
looking for people who would be able to make follow-up phone calls to simply check in with them to see how they are doing and to 
see if they are making progress on the tasks that I have encouraged them to do. You 
can come into the church and use our church phone  to do this. This would be a huge 
help to me and also be very rewarding to you to personally connect with these individ-
uals and allow them to know there are other people who do care about them.  

Movers?  We have been having individuals and other organizations reach out to help 
with moving furniture. Do you have the time and strength to be of help?  
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‘Action Corp’ Monthly Hospitality Teams 

Action Corps serves the Coffee Fellowship time on Sunday mornings, provides desserts for funerals and serves other 
congregational events.  

The month you are on Action Corps, you will be called by your Action Corps leader to see when and how you would like to 
participate. For Sunday mornings: You can serve (set-up, serving and/or clean up).   You can donate food items or you can 
donate money to purchase food items.  You will only be called as the need arises for funerals & other events.  

We accomplish big things when everybody does a little bit! Thank You!! 

Each family/person has a 3-month quarter in which they will be called upon for serving. If you are on the list for July or August 
you will rotate each year between June, July & August.  If you know which Sunday you would prefer to help serve during 
Sunday Coffee Fellowship time, please contact your leader and let them know! Call the office, 847-5656, if you would like to 
change the season in which you serve. 

August Leader: NEEDED  

Clifford & Jan Adkins 

Dale & Ramona Amundson 

Bruce & Karen Bergeron 

Clifford & Karen Bimberg 

Delores Brekke 

Donald & Janet Bridgers 

Donald Busker 

Marty & Kim Christianson 

Gerald & Darlene Cleveland 

Lyle & Wanda Dahl 

Myron & Pam Dybing 

David & Jeannine Eiesland 

Dean & Jo Leen Eklund 

Dean & Karen Fossand 

David & Ardis Hanson 

Steven & Lisa Hanson 

Eric Hausten & Tammy Merkins 

JoAnn Kvistero 

Arnold & Judith Larson 

Richard & Carol Lee 

Sharon Leitheiser 

Ladd & Denise Lyngaas 

Richard & Shan Manke 

Ryan & Chelsea Manke 

Emily Milligan 

Deanna Motschenbacher 

David & Mary Ann Mueller 

Gary & Darcy Nansen 

Michael & Kimberly Pladson 

Lawrence & Kellie Remmen 

Kevin & Debra Ross 

Linda & Robert Silseth 

Charles T. & Tamara Thompson 

Viggo & JoAnn Thomsen 

Joan Westlake 

Beverly Wilson 

Earl & Jeanette Wohlman 

Annabelle Erickson 

Mark Everson 

DuWayne Fingalson 

Todd & Denise Gaard 

Don Getz 

Phyllis Green 

Arvin & Twila Halvorson 

Elyda Handegard 

Jim Hunnel 

David & Kathryn Larson 

Kay Larson 

Michael  & Taressa Lukes 

David & Beverly Melgaard 

John  & Naomi Mousseau 

Janice Ness 

David & Pamela Nustad 

Arlene Olson 

Lester & Glenette Olson 

Scott & Desiree Rader 

Lynn Schulberg 

Shirley Stenseth 

Wayne & Jocelyn Tang 

James & Susan Weber 

Jay Wheeler 

William & Deborah Wickum 

Gregg & Nicole Benson 

Benjamin & Bridgette Bergman 

Freddie & Barb Brackett 

Kenneth & Marlys Christianson 

David & Connie Coalwell 

Dennis Dahl 

Richard & Linda Dahlin 

Jeff Doyle & Launa Edvall-Doyle 

Janet Engen 

Douglas & Carol Fliss 

Kyle & Jenn Fode 

Shawn Ford-Milligan 

July Leader: NEEDED  
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Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

56% Vaccinated! 

As of 6/21/21 only 56% of Becker County Residents, age 16 and older, have received at least one dose of the 

Covid vaccine.   

Unfortunately, 56% is not nearly enough!  The goal was to have 70% of Minnesotans vaccinated by July 1
st
.   66.4% 

statewide, over the age of 16 have received at least one dose.  Why are we not achieving the goal of 70%?   

▪ Do you have questions about the safety of the vaccine? 

▪ Are you wondering which vaccine to get? 

▪ Do you know where to go to get the vaccine?  

▪ Do you need transportation to get to a vaccine site? 

▪ Would you like FLC to host a Covid 19 vaccine clinic? 

I can answer these questions and any others you may have about the Covid 19 vaccine.  Please call me @ 847-5656 or 
email me at denise@firstlutheranchurch.com.   

 

FYI – Staff Covid Policy 

FLC staff has a policy in place for Covid 19 and what to do if sick.  This policy states that when a staff member is 
sick, that person is to stay home.  The staff member will get tested for Covid if they have symptoms of Covid, and/
or have been exposed to someone who has Covid.  Staff cannot return to work until the results of their Covid test is 
negative and they are no longer sick.  This policy is based on the CDC guidelines for people who have been fully 
vaccinated dated 6/21/21.   

 

The BEST Easy Grilled Vegetables      Summer fun!  Summer YUM!   
Zucchini, bell pepper, onions, asparagus, and mushrooms become sweet and savory when cooked on the grill. With just a brushing 
of olive oil and sprinkling of salt and pepper, this cooking method is simple and lets the vegetables natural goodness shine through. 
Prep Time:  30 minutes, Servings: 4, Calories: 162 
Ingredients 

2 portobello mushrooms     1 eggplant 
1 zucchini    1 yellow squash 
1 onion    1 bunch thick asparagus 
1 red bell pepper   2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 
1 tablespoon kosher salt  1 tablespoon freshly ground black pepper 

Instructions 

Prepare the grill with clean grates and preheat to medium heat, 350°F to 450°F. 
1.  Trim the ends of the eggplant, zucchini, yellow squash and onion and cut into 1/3" to 1/2" slices. Seed the red bell pepper 

and cut into quarters. Trim the ends of the asparagus. 
2.  Drizzle the vegetables with olive oil and sprinkle evenly with salt and pepper. Grill the vegetables with the lid closed until 

tender and lightly charred all over, about 8 to 10 minutes for the bell peppers, onion, and mushroom; 5-7 minutes for the 
yellow squash, zucchini, eggplant, and asparagus. 

3. Serve warm or at room temperature. 

 
Be safe when outdoors!  Wear sunscreen, bug spray if needed, and drink plenty of non-alcoholic bever-
ages.  Have fun this summer! 

mailto:denise@firstlutheranchurch.com
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By, Emma Duncan, Youth & Family Ministry Director 

The rain didn't dampen the spirits of anyone at our First (of what 
we hope will become an) Annual Children's Ministry Day at Maple 
Hills Orchard, Sunday June 20th.  First Lutheran's Creation Care 
team put together an inspiring and educational event for our chil-
dren ages preschool through fifth grade and their families.  Dr. Bill 
Henke started off the day with an interactive demonstration fo-
cused on bees, and Terry and Sandi Kemmer led a fun game to 
demonstrate how bees cooperate to form a successful communi-
ty.  Next, Alissa Mork discussed hunger, and how even kids can 
make a difference in fighting hunger close to home, with ideas that 

include planting an extra row of produce to donate to the Food Pantry.  Then it was off to the greenhouse, where Tom 
Neuenfeldt discussed soils, and Dr. Jim McCormack talked about the parable of the sower (Matthew 13:3-9), and how 
seeds need healthy soil to prosper.  Scott Sonstegard then demonstrated transplanting tomatoes and each child got a 
chance to get dirty and pot a plant to take home (Thank you Becker Pet & 
Garden for the donated plants!).  Then it was time to wash up and head 
back to the apple house to eat "dirt" (a delicious layered dessert with 
chocolate pudding and crushed cookies - along with candy corn and jelly 
beans to "plant".  Special thanks to Patti Cummins for her help with snack 
time.  The day ended with a tour of First Lutheran's Abundant Grace Gar-
dens, where volunteers nurture vegetables to be donated to benefit the 
hungry in our community.  All in all, it was a wonderful experience, and 
we are especially thankful for Jonna and Gary Goreham for being gracious 
hosts and allowing us to enjoy the facilities at Maple Hills Orchard.    

10TH GRADERS! Please turn your confirmation mentor information sheet into the church office by July 15th!  

ALL FAITH FORMATION—Ages PreK-10th grade (starting in the fall) please watch for an announcement to start regis-
tration for the 2021-2022 year! 

REGISTRATION for Sunday School, Wednesday School and Confirmation will be open at the end of July!! 

Summer is a busy season for our youth and children, but please remember that there are always volunteer opportuni-
ties at the church! This includes worship involvement for all ages. If you want to help during worship and/or are looking 
for volunteer opportunities, please contact the church office and talk to Emma, Mackenzie or Pastor Lauryl! 

I hope you are having a great summer so far!  

Blessings! 
Emma 
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The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church—Written by Norma Smith 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,  

what to eat or drink or what you will wear” 

-Matthew 6:25 

 

For most of us that verse is good advice, but for others it is reality for them to worry about what they will eat, 
drink or wear, unless we help them.  The only burden Jesus asks us to bear is to help those who cannot help 
themselves.  Therefore, we must keep sending quilts and kits to Lutheran World Relief.  Those items are real 
blessings to those who have so little.  People in refugee camps or victims of natural disasters depend on us for 
the simple things in life we take for granted.  I hope all of you will do what you can.  July is the time school 
supplies become available.  Supplies needed are listed below.  

School Kits 

(4)  70 Sheet Notebooks (Wide or college ruled.  No loose paper) 

(1)  30 Centimeter Ruler  

(1)  Pencil Sharpener 

(2)  Blunt Scissors 

(5)  Unsharpened #2 Pencils with Erasers (Secure with a rubber band) 

(5)  Black or Blue Ink Ballpoint Pens (No gel ink.  Secure with a rubber band.) 

(1)  Box of 16-24 Count Crayons 

(1)  2 1/2 Inch Eraser 

(1)  Sturdy Drawstring Backpack (Available at church, thanks to Sandy who sews them.) 

LWR boxes were delivered to Wadena and Polman Trucking volunteers took them to Minneapolis.  The kits 
sent included:  Quilts 52—School Kits 41—Baby Care Kits 35—Personal Care Kits 25—Sewing Kits 2. 

Thanks to everyone who participated.  There were baby clothes donated that could not be used in the layettes  
and they were distributed to the Crisis Center, the hospital, and The Health Resources Center.  The Quilters 
make baby quilts which were given to the hospital. 

NW MN Synod Women's Organization 33rd Annual Convention is scheduled for September 17th & 18th at 
Christ the King Lutheran Church in Moorhead MN.  Attend the convention and attend the meeting if you de-
sire.  The convention includes workshops, hands-on projects, and a silent auction.  In the evening at a ban-
quet, ordained women pastors in the NW Synod will be honored for 50, 40 & 10 years of ordination.  If you 
register by August 1, 2021 the cost to attend is $100. The voting delegate is Patti Cummins.  When attending 
the convention, Saturday is a “fun” day because business is all done.  Attendees will go to a communion wor-
ship service, a workshop and enjoy doing a hands-on project.  The Keynote speaker will be award winning 
author, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie from Concordia College. Dr. Bussie is the author of Love Without Limits and 
Outlaw Christian.  The cost is $75.00 if you register by Aug 1,2021.  If you have never attended a convention 
before, you may be eligible for a First Timer’s grant. Your registration fee would be paid by the SWO if they 
are chosen for the grant. Registration forms are available at the church. 

Plans are being made for a Fall Gathering which will be in October at Wadena.  More details to follow. 

Happy 4th of July!  Gods blessings to each of you.                           

Norma Smith 
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Life needs water. That’s been abundantly apparent with recent weather patterns, even for non-desert areas. Detroit 
Lakes is one of 964 communal water suppliers in Minnesota that are routinely tested for contaminants, and is fortunate 
to have a new state-of-the-art water filtration system. 

But what about the private wells that are the water sources for over one-fifth of Minnesota residents? It is up to the 
property owner to regularly have their water tested for contaminants such as:  

▪ Nitrates from fertilizer run-off, decaying plant/animal waste, sewage 

▪ Pesticides and industrial contaminants 

▪ Inorganic chemicals including arsenic, cadmium, cyanide, sulfate and several others 

▪ Disinfectants 

▪ Lead from pipe systems homes or other buildings (running water for 30-60 seconds before collecting it for con-
sumption) 

Groundwater from aquifers that lay between sand, clay, and rock is less vulnerable to contamination than surface wa-
ter systems that draw from rivers, lakes, and streams, but can still be at risk. I recently tested my water (groundwater 
from a deep well) and found that arsenic levels were too high, even though my water had passed testing several years 
ago. It could be from geologic changes over time, chemicals currently used in the area, from a tannery that existed dec-
ades ago that used a near-by lake, or from changes in guidelines for healthy drinking water.  

There are many ways and systems to mitigate contaminated water. I was able to install a reverse-osmosis filtration sys-
tem just for consumable water. Depending on the issue, whole system filtration is also available.  

The state of Minnesota has information on groundwater, testing, and system solutions including creditable testing 
sites, types of mitigation, product distributors, scams to avoid, and state low-interest loans or grants that can help fund 
systems to keep your water healthy. 

www.health.state.mn.us | Health.mn.gov/wellwater | Health.drinkingwater@state.mn.us 

RADIO  FUND (continued) 

In Honor of: Dolly Tovson 
Given by: Kevin & Carol Shipley 

In Memory of: Dick Tovson 
Given by: Kevin & Carol Shipley 

In Memory of: Vern Seal 
Given by: Cliff & Jan Adkins 

In Memory of: Orlan Kvistero 
Given by: Bob Jernberg 

In Memory of: Vern Seal 
Given by: Bob Jernberg 

JUBILATE FUND 

In Memory of: Leo & Ramona Hayes 
Given by:  LaVerne & Judy Maxwell 
 

UNSPECIFIED FUND 

In Memory of: Virginia Earley  
Given by:  Sandra Tingelstad 

RADIO  FUND 

In Memory of: Virginia Earley 
Given by: Tallack & Jan Johnson 

In Honor of: Charlotte Hoeglund’s Birthday 
Given by: First Lutheran Quilters 

FLC acknowledges with grateful  
appreciation these memorials which  
have been received this past month. 
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Update From Trinity Hope 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.  

 

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 ⚫  admin@trinityhope.org  ⚫ (615) 394-4950  

Web Page:  www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook:  trinityhopehaiti 

 

HE Chose You 
By Jay Brinkmeyer 

“And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles.” Acts 1:26 

This verse from the Book of Acts is part of the story when the eleven apostles 
choose another man to fill the vacancy left by Judas Iscariot.  It brought me a ‘back 
in the day’ memory, since it is July, of a group of young boys playing sandlot 
baseball in Seward, NE and choosing the teams.  Early in the process, several egos 
got stung, including me, as I got selected close to the end of the group since 
nobody knew my capabilities, or lack of any redeeming qualities that related to 
baseball.  I wonder how Joseph must have felt when Matthias was selected by the 
eleven?  Thankfully, sandlot baseball choices don’t last forever, and my ego has 
healed. 

Way ‘back in the day’ generations before you came to bat, HE chose you.  HE put your name on HIS lineup 
card, across the back of your jersey and it is still there.  HE chose you, me, and this smiling child from Haiti to 
be on HIS team, for good, forever.  Each of us are so very important to Him as we have a special reason to be 
on HIS team; to go and bring more souls into HIS Kingdom.  Please, prayerfully consider helping to feed one, 
or a few of the over 42,000 children like this child and pray for their recruiting efforts throughout Haiti during 
this summer, during their lifetime.  HE chose you for a purpose.  None of us know how many innings are left 
in our career, make the most of them with the time, talents and treasures you have been given. 

May God be with you, 

Jay 
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July 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 
Baptism 

 8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
10:30a  Contemporary Worship 

28 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

29 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA, Library 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  5:00p  Vision Council, DH 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

30 
 

6:30a  Men’s Bible Study 
2:00p  Constitution Mtg 

1 
 

  7:30a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 

2 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

3 

4 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
Baptism 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
10:30a  Outdoor Contemp Wship 

5 
 

   

Church 
Office 
Closed 

 
5:00p  Al Anon, Library 
 

6 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA, Library 
  9:30a  Rebekah Cir., Din Rm 
  2:00p  Rachel Cir, Lounge 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

7 
 

  6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol Inn   

8 
 

  7:30a  Women’s Bible St, Libr 
11:00a  Worship Planning Com 

   

9 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

10 

11 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Baptism 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wrship 
10:30a  Contemporary Worship 

 

12 
 

 5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

  

13 
 

   8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
   9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA, Library 
   4:00p  Sons of Norway, DH 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
   6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

14 
 

  6:30a  Men’s Bible Stdy, Hol. In. 

15 
 

  7:30a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 

  

16 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

17 
 
 

18 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
10:30a  Contemporary Worship 
 

19 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

20 
 

   8:30a  Quilters, Rec Rm 
   9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA, Library 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
   6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

 

21 
 

  6:30a  Men’s Bible Study 
10:00a  Ecumen Worship 
 

 

22 
 

  7:30a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 
  2:00p  Visitation Mtg 
 
 
 

 

23 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

24 

25 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 

 8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
10:30a  Contemporary Worship 

26 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

27 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA, Library 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
  5:30p  Vision Council, DH 
  6:00p  Worship Team Reh 

28 
 

6:30a  Men’s Bible Study 
6:30p  Young Life, Din Rm 

29 
 

  7:30a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
11:00a  Worship Planning 

30 
 

 12:00p  AA, Library 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

31 
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Congregational Staff 
Lead Pastor:  
Pastor Joe Skogmo pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Associate Pastor:  
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Youth and Family Ministry Director 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Support Ministries Coordinator: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Communications  Director: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 30  Issue 3 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published monthly 
and mailed to the members and friends of 
First Lutheran Church. The purpose of this 

publication is to inform the congregation of 
church activities and upcoming events. Arti-
cles for publication are to be submitted to 

the church office by the 20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 
Winter Hours  

(Labor Day to Memorial Day) 
Monday—Friday 

8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Hours  
(Memorial Day to Labor Day) 

Monday—Thursday 
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

Fridays  
8:30 AM to Noon 

 

Office Phone:  847-5656 
Fax Phone:  847-7009 

flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 
Chairman:  Steve Schantzen 

Vice-Chairman: Nathan Olson 
Secretary:  Deanne Udby 

Treasurer:  Chad Carlblom 

Chris Malecka, Scott Sonstegard,  
Tanner Duncan, Carla Solem, Carol Lee, 

& Kari Stattelman 
 

Foundation Board 
President:  Les Perry 

President-Elect: Steve Glunberg 
Secretary:  TBD 
Treasurer:  TBD 

Shar Arvig, Dan Berg, Patti Cummins, 
Adriene Buboltz, & Sue Schaffer 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 


