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Please continue to reach out to the church office via email  

or phone if you are in need of anything.  If you are  

calling, please leave a message and we will respond ASAP. 

VIDEO REQUEST 
First Lutheran Church is thankful for it’s wonderful  

congregation this Thanksgiving.  What are you thankful 
for?  We want to know! Please send us a short video    

telling us what you and your family are thankful for this 
year.  We are going to put them together to share with 

the congregation at our Thanksgiving Worship Service. All videos need to be 
sent to cory@firstlutheranchurch.com by Sunday, November 15. 

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP SERVICE 
Livestreamed on FLC’s YouTube and Facebook Page 

Tuesday, November 24 at 7:00 PM  

Drive Thru Communion  
10:00 AM the 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month. 

6:15 PM the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month. 
See Page 9 for more information.  

2:00 AM on November 1st  
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In difficult times, sometimes it pays to be positive. And, sometimes it does not pay to be positive when it minimizes or suppresses 
the real laments and pain we have inside. From neuroscience to the Bible, we know that it is physically healthy and theologically 
faithful to lament, to air our hurt and misfortunes. 

Particularly, in the Bible there is a deep and rich legacy of lamentation. Whether it be Sarah’s laugh of protest (Genesis 18), Moses’ 
anxiety in Exodus (Exodus 3-4), Jeremiah’s self-doubt (Jeremiah 1), Job’s fierce grievances about his undue suffering, the painful 
cries throughout the Psalms – particularly Psalm 88, the profound grief in the Book of Lamentations, the multiple doubts and con-
cerns expressed by the disciples, or Jesus’ indictment of God from the cross (‘My God, My God, why have you forsaken me’), the 
Bible is filled with people faithfully lifting up their grievances, complaints, and laments to God. It is a part of the authentic life of 
faith to lament to God. God wants our sincerest selves: so, in other words, you have permission to be angry, sad, frustrated, tired, 
and unhappy with life’s struggles or with God. You not only have permission…you have examples throughout Scripture. 

So, in the name of our biblical tradition of lament, and because of this excruciating time in history, I want to share with you some of 
what I have been hearing throughout this pandemic. I want to share because perhaps some of these things I am hearing will give lan-
guage to what you are feeling, and join you in some of your laments: 

• I am hearing from grandparents who miss their grandchildren, but not a typical “missing”—rather, a profound, hard-to-
explain sorrowful longing. 

• I am hearing pastoral colleagues convey that they are experiencing and sensing increased friction and tension within fami-
lies in their congregations. 

• I am hearing people exhausted by a hyper-partisan political landscape. 

• I am hearing employees and business owners speak with stress, exhaustion, and sadness as they struggle through this vola-
tile economy. 

• I am hearing parents grieve that they feel their parental instincts and patience are fading despite their best efforts. 

• I am hearing congregation members rightfully communicate that they are exhausted and fed up with the barriers that 
COVID has placed on our ability to be church in the ways we want to be.  

• I am hearing fatigue by leaders in the congregation working feverishly to live into our mission, to accommodate people, to 
be hospitable, to be generous, to maintain some semblance of normalcy, while also trying to correctly discern and imple-
ment plans to keep our community safe and healthy.  

• I hear people aching to simply see their friends, to be with the people who give them life.  

• I am reading about mental health professionals seeing increased mental strain and weariness in their clients. 

• I am hearing of friends near and far who are experiencing anxiety for the first time (or their existing anxiety is peaking). 

• I am hearing people who are experiencing excruciating if not crushing loneliness.  

• I am hearing from students that the way of school right now is weird at best, and downright depressing at worst.  

• I am hearing from teachers about the challenging dynamics of the times, stressing unlike ever before to inspire, educate, and 
coach their students and athletes. 

• I am hearing from childcare providers and professionals that the work is twice as hard and carried out with the weight of the 
world on their shoulders. 

• I am hearing pain and stress within nearly every part of our daily lives. 

This is a time of stress and challenge for which we have developed very few coping mechanisms, if any at all. The longevity of this 
and the endurance it is requiring is staggering.  

I share this reflection to give voice to our many laments, and also to remind you that you are not alone. If you are experiencing melt-
downs, breakdowns, melancholy, unnamable stress, irritability, flattening senses of urgency and motivation - you are not alone. This 
is not only a pandemic of a virus; it is also a pandemic of exhaustion and rollercoasting emotions. 

This time is not normal. This time is longer than we could have ever imagined. We are all grieving, and not always exactly sure 
WHAT or WHICH thing we are grieving. We are all fighting listlessness, fear, frustration, and pain. We are all using three times the 
energy to do basic things at work and home. We are all struggling to be our regular selves – forget our “best” selves. 

I am praying for each of you. God is with you. Lean on God’s grace to be gracious to yourself and to one another. You are loved.  I 
pray that you remember and take with you into each of your daily challenges this powerful proclamation: “We are not just made by 
God. We are made of God.” -Julian of Norwich.  

God’s Spirit which created the universe and raised Jesus from the dead dwells within you. This is painful. This is hard. As a faithful 
practice, we must name it and lift it all to God. And when we do that, we can perhaps more clearly remember that – together and 
with God – we are profoundly resilient. We are people of the resurrection. 

Pr. Joe 

Update from Lead Pastor Joe Skogmo 
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O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all  
the works Thy Hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  
Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed…, 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,  

How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,  

How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 This is the Season for Thanksgiving, and I’m thanking God for a delightful conversation I had with 
Dave Kaldahl yesterday! During this pandemic, your pastors, parish nurse and staff have been checking in 
with our homebound members by phone. Dave gave me permission to share and told me he is our “oldest 
First Lutheran Church Choir Member” – his mother was the choir director at FLC when he started singing as a 
child.  And now, Dave, a resident at Lincoln Park Assisted Living, leads his neighbors in a “Hallway Hymn 
Sing” every Wednesday afternoon at 2:00, when folks stand in their doorways and sing along to “How Great 
Thou Art.” That is, when he’s not leading them in a “Hallway Hootenanny” at 2:00!   Dave was the favorite 
singer in the Hootenanny (a musical celebration of folk singing and comedy) at Fair Hills - a destination resort 
on Pelican Lake that Dave and his family have operated for many years.  Songs like “She’ll Be Comin’ Round 
the Mountain” are now heard in the halls at Lincoln Park. I am thankful for the ways Dave, and so many of our 
members are thriving during this time, finding new ways to connect and celebrate our faith, our traditions, and 
our love for our neighbors. 

 I look forward to hearing from our members of all ages this month, in the Thanksgiving videos you will 
be sending us at church, about what you’re thankful for in this special season. Yes, we are dealing with so 
many challenges, but I am seeing and hearing the ways you are overcoming these and thriving, looking to 
Jesus for strength and hope, and giving thanks. If you need a spiritual lift, try singing one of your favorite 
hymns today at 2:00 – and open the door - you’ll probably lift the spirits of a lot of other people too!            

Thank You, by Hillsong United 

“Thank You for Your kindness. Thank You for Your mercy. Thank You for the cross. Thank You for the price 
You paid. Thank You for salvation. Thank You for unending grace. Thank You for Your hope. Thank You for 
this life You gave. There is no one like You. There is no one like You, God. All my hope is in You Jesus, Je-
sus.” 

 With love for you and thanksgiving to God,         
                     Pastor Lauryl 

Update from Pastor Lauryl Ivers, Associate Pastor 
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As I am writing this month’s message, I’m looking outside at snow covered 
trees and ground with more falling from the sky. It is quite pretty but then I 
remember it is mid-October! This should be what we see in December, not 
October. I need to find my boots, hats, gloves, windshield scraper, etc.  as I 
find myself ill prepared for the early wintery weather. And so it goes for  
2020 – expect the unexpected.  

I don’t need to remind anyone of the all the things that are causing stress, 
feelings of anxiousness and worry. And we know that we can lay our burdens 
down and ask God to lighten the load.  

Do not worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.  
Tell God what you need and thank him for all he has done.  

Then you will experience God's peace, which exceeds anything we can understand.  Philippians 4:6-7 

But I must admit, I still worry even after I ask God for what I need. It comes with years of experience in worrying that 
comes from being a mom, wife, daughter, sister, friend, co-worker, member of this community and inhabitant of this 
earth. Worrying can be exhausting and take away from living an abundant, joy filled life. I know that but I can get tan-
gled up in the day to day activities, worries and frustrations 

Recently, I heard of a practice called benevolent detachment. Author John Eldredge, in his book Get Your Life Back – 
Everyday Practices for a World Gone Mad, talks about caring and engaging with the suffering of the world to a point 
and then releasing that burden. It is not ignoring other’s pain or closing ourselves off emotionally or being selfish. It is 
recognizing that we have mental and emotional limits and we can only do so much within those limits to alleviate pain 
and suffering. It is letting go of our worry about people and situations, trusting others and a higher power to do what 
we cannot.  

Eldredge uses benevolent to mean kindness and something done in love. And detachment means getting some healthy 
distance. And in doing so, we are able to help others with their burdens, experience joy and fulfill our responsibilities 
to our families, friends, employers and community. The practice of benevolent detachment includes visualizing your-
self holding the object of your anxiety, feeling its weight in your hands. Then, gently and lovingly open your hands to 
let it go to God visualizing it is now placed in the hands of God.  

In this year and perhaps into the next year of expecting the unexpecting, perhaps we need to give more to God than 
ever before. As we navigate the decisions necessary for our church amid the pandemic, there are many weighty things 
to consider. There are no easy answers and no right answers in deciding on how we worship together, if we can allow 
more people into the building, how we ensure everyone’s safety, and when we need to do things differently because 
of the community COVID numbers. Everyone has their opinions, needs and wants as it relates to our church. Rest as-
sured these weigh heavy on those making the decisions for our church. Perhaps we should hone the practice of benev-
olent detachment and give the weight of these decisions to God. Perhaps we should give our concerns and frustrations 
to God trusting his plans beyond what we can comprehend.  

Yours in service,  

Jackie 

President’s Post 
Update from Vision Council President Jackie Buboltz 
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Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

We are so glad that you have chosen to worship at First Lutheran Church!  I want to let you know 
we will be having a time of welcoming new members on Sunday November 22nd.  It would be our 
honor to welcome you into membership if you are interested in doing so at this time.  

Due to the times of Covid, we will not be doing our usual new member class and dinner. However, 
we will still be connecting with you and putting together materials so that you we still receive all 

the information that you would normally receive at the class.  

Please call me or email me if you or anyone you know who is interested in becoming a member at First Lutheran Church.  

Parking Lot Communion Assistants needed to distribute communion to cars prior to these 
services. Please contact me if you would like to help at these services. Time commitment 
would be about 30 minutes. Starting in November we will be having Drive-Up Holy Com-
munion at 10:00 AM on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, and at 6:15 PM on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays of the month! 

Salvation Army Bell Ringer Volunteers: First Lutheran Church is signed up to ring the bell at Central 
Market on Saturday November 28 from 8 am to 10 pm. 15 volunteers needed for 1 hour time 
slots. Please Sign up by calling the Office.  

Social Justice: Here at First Lutheran Church; we want to help where help is 
needed! 

It is becoming very cold outside and we are helping individuals during difficult times. If 
you have any extra sleeping bags, coats, boots, hats/gloves that would be wonderful. Gift 
cards to Boys & Girls Club, Central Market, or Holiday Gas Station would also be extremely 
helpful. First Lutheran is blessed to be able to be of help to so many individuals. Please 
keep considering donating to our First Lutheran Agape Fund. 

This last month we had the pleasure of helping a few individuals. One was a young woman.  She was exhausted from walking 
around all night, we fed her, we let her sleep on the couch in the church and then we gave her a hotel voucher from the Ministerial 
Fund. The next day I took her shopping to get clothes, as all she had was what she was wearing the night before as she was fleeing 
an unsafe environment. With funds from FLC agape fund, I was able to help buy her a few articles of clothes she could wear to a 
job interview, blanket, pillow, suitcase and a few essential items to help her out for a little while. We then helped her with a bus 
ticket to go to a different town to stay with a safe friend. She said it has been a long time since any one was as nice and helpful to 
her as First Lutheran.  She was so grateful for all the help. She was beyond grateful to have a safe place to be while we helped her 
find somewhere else safe to go.  Please keep her in your prayers as she has a long road to overcome obstacles in her life.   Because 
of your generosity to the Agape Fund you make it possible to help people! Thank you! 

I recently read this on the internet, “We shouldn’t just limit helping people to just giving them money, food, and clothes. Some-
times people just need someone there to listen.” This was true for a man who one could have easily judged him wrong and poten-
tial been a bit afraid, and I admit my guard was up initially. But this man did not ask for anything except to come in to warm up, use 
the bathroom and charge his phone. He told me how thankful he was to be able to share his music with me and talk to me about 
his spirituality. He was thankful for this time, but after he left, I must admit it may have meant more to me to have met him that 
morning. He danced to his music, he praised the Lord and quoted scripture and his love for Jesus was inspiring! He was thankful for 
who he was because God created him and made him wonderful. Now it is your turn to go and praise the Lord, give thanks, and 

dance like no one’s watching? �   

May you find your spiritual and divine gifts given to you and 
bless them with the world,  

Mackenzie Hamm, Support Ministries Coordinator   

PSALM: 139:14 (NIV) 
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
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Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Thank you, Patti Cummins, for the following information!  

Medicare Open Enrollment   
Medicare Open Enrollment has started and runs through December 7th. Medicare enrollees are strongly encouraged 
to review their drug and medical coverage because there are many changes every year in premiums, deductibles, co-
pays, coinsurance, items covered, provider networks. The Senior Linkage Line is available to assist Medicare enrollees if 
needed. The Senior Linkage Line phone number is 1-800-333-2433. Most Senior Linkage Line offices, including Mahube, 
are not doing face-to-face appointments this year due to COVID. 

Medicare Savings Plans and Social Security's Extra Help are the most used. In the past, people have been reluc-
tant to apply for the Medical Savings Plans or Extra Help because they are afraid it will encumber their property for the 
future.   

• Medical Savings Plans are NOT Medicaid (Medical Assistance) and there is no recoupment. If they meet the 
guidelines, they can have reduced premiums, deductibles and copays on their drugs, and one plan even pays 
their Medicare B premium so it is not deducted from their Social Security during the period they are eligible. 
Thus, their Social Security check increases by that amount, giving them more money to cover other expenses.   

• The Extra Help application can also reduce their premiums, deductibles, and copays on their drugs, and since it is 
a Social Security program, not Medicaid, there is no recoupment. 

Medication Assistance 
• The Minnesota Insulin Safety Net is for people who do not have Medicare and has two parts - one for urgent 

need and one for continuing need. Go to www.mninsulin.org for the more information and the applications. 
Eligibility is for incomes up to 400% of FPL (listed with needymeds below) 

• www.needymeds.org is a centralized location for manufacturer and other programs that can assist with drug 
costs, especially those with high costs. Once in the website, you enter your drug and the programs that include 
that drug come up. Income and asset allowances vary greatly, up to 400% for the FPL, for example $51,040 for a 
household of 1 and $104,800 for a household of 4. 

• ScriptSave discount cards can be accessed by going to www.wellrx.com. This is not an insurance, and there is no 
cost for the card that can discount up to 80% of drug costs. One card can be used for the whole family, including 
pets. ScriptSave can be used by any US citizen. 

Some changes for 2021: 
• Medicare enrollees on ESRD (end-stage renal disease) can now enroll in a Medicare Advantage plan if they 

choose. Review costs carefully if changing from a traditional Medicare plus Medigap, or supplement plan. 

• Limited coverage is added for acupuncture for low back pain if the service provider meets Medicare guidelines. 

• COVID coverage for lab tests and vaccine (when available). Also, additional COVID hospitalization, skilled nursing 
facility (SNF), and telehealth coverage. The 3-day stay is waived for COVID SNF stays. 

• Coverage added for approved non-opioid pain management. 

• Prior authorization requirements added to some surgical procedures considered primarily cosmetic. 

• Tricare Select Group A retirees (not on Medicare) will have an enrollment fee beginning January 1, 2021. Enrol-
lees must take action to keep their coverage. Contact Tricare. 

•  Most insurance companies increased their telehealth coverage due to COVID. 

http://www.mninsulin.org/
http://www.needymeds.org/
http://www.wellrx.com/
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Our Sunday morning and Wednesday night Confirmation classes with 6th-9th grad-
ers have been going really well over Zoom the last month and a half. We said that 
we would reevaluate in October and possibly move to in person Confirmation clas-
ses starting in November; but due to a rapid increase in COVID cases and schools 
moving to hybrid and online learning, we will be remaining virtual over Zoom until 
the New Year. We will be reevaluating in December and hopefully starting some in 
person classes in January if cases decrease.  

This decision did not come lightly, but because of spacing issues and air flow issues in our church meeting spaces, we 
decided this would be the best way to keep our youth, families, volunteers, and staff safe and healthy through the holi-
day season. We will remain on our current Zoom schedule for both Sunday and Wednesday (see below). Thank you all 
for your support, patience, and understanding as we navigate through this time. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Our 10th grade Confirmands were Confirmed on Sunday, October 25th this fall! Thank you to parents, family, mentors, 
and teachers who have helped and supported these young people as they grow in their faith! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
MEA Break: We will not be having any Confirmation classes on  
Wednesday, October 14th or Sunday, October 18th due to MEA break. 

By, Emma Duncan 
By, Maddie Hanson 

Logan Nicholas Schons 

Shayla Rose Stattelman 

Maren Christine Strawsell 

Lauren Ruth Thilmony 

Kylie Jo Tulius 

Jack Calvin Turner 

Alexis Rae Weets 

Gabrielle Elise Whitworth 

Kira Helen Wolf 

 Alea Anne Disse 

Ethan Dana Fagerlie 

Hunter Darrel Hanson 

Dane Alexander Hellekson 

Benjamin James Hines 

Jerzie Kay Horner 

Abigail Elisabeth Larson 

Clara Bea Lundmark 

Mason James Omberg 

Wednesday Evenings 

6th Grade – 6:45pm 

7th Grade – 7:15pm 

8th Grade – 7:45pm 

9th Grade – 8:15pm 

Sunday Mornings 

ALL Grades – 9:45am 
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By, Emma Duncan 

 

For an important message from Emma regarding Faith Formation, please click HERE. 

 
Sunday/Wednesday School Supply Pick Up will be on Sunday, November 1st from 10:00 AM—
NOON and on Wednesday, November 4th from 4:00 PM—-6:-00 PM outside the church office. This 
is a very important pick up that will include information about the Virtual Christmas Program! 

Christmas Program: We are having a Virtual Program, where you can signup to have 
speaking lines or do special music of any kind! Please see Emma's email or head to the Par-
ent Letter on the Children's Ministry (CM) webpage. We will have the parents record and 
send in videos to Emma of the kiddos and/or families as a whole! The more the merrier!  

• -Once everyone is signed up for parts (an email will be sent for sign up on November 9th) we will have 
a costume pick up that will happen on Sunday, November 15th and Wednesday, November 19th. 

• All of this information is in detailed form on the Parent Letter that is linked above! 

 

Mark your calendars! The Children's Virtual Christmas Program will be on December 13th 
and will play during both services! 

What are you thankful 
for this year? 

Send us your videos telling us! 
 

More info can be found on page 1. 

file:///C:/Users/Melissa/Desktop/Parent Letter for November 2020 (1).pdf
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Celebrating 50 years of ordained women 
With gratitude for those who have gone before and with hope for the future, the ELCA 
and its churches give thanks to God for the ministry of women. Throughout 2019 and 
2020, we have been celebrating 50 years of Lutheran women being ordained in the 
United States, 40 years of women of color being ordained, and 10 years of 
LGBTQIA+ individuals being able to serve freely. The first Lutheran women were or-
dained in November and December 1970. 

OASIS IGNITED SUSPENDED  
Due to potential COVID exposures and various scheduling challenges amongst the 
staff, we have decided to suspend virtual Oasis worship through at least the remain-
der of 2020. This decision grants us the ability to give better focus to the ministries and 
worship services we are currently carrying out, as well as an opportunity to focus on 
planning worship and programs for the holiday season. 

For those who normally join us on Wednesdays for Oasis Ignited we invite you to 
play back any of the Sunday services, Children's Ministry videos, and/or Compline Wor-
ship services available through our website, Facebook Page, and YouTube Channel. 

Thank you so much for your continued generosity, patience, and grace as we navigate 
how to be church together in this ever-challenging time! 

PARKING LOT COMMUNION SERVICES  

We are excited to announce that we will be increasing our Drive-Up Holy Commun-
ion opportunities! Starting in November we will be having Drive-Up Holy Commun-
ion at 10:00 AM on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, and at 6:15 PM on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month! RSVPs are appreciated, but not necessary 

to attend. Some things you need to know when you attend this service: 

• You will need to arrive in a vehicle. The service will be heard over your car radio. 
• Please enter the parking lot off of Minnesota Avenue. 
• Parking Attendants will be guiding attendees to a parking spot and handing out disposable communion cups. 
• Please WAIT to take communion until indicated during the service. We hope to take communion together 

when the Pastor says the communion blessing. 
• Please be sure to wear a mask when interacting with the parking attendants. If you do not have a mask, we 

will have a limited number available to share. 
• Once you are parked. Tune your radio to 95.9 FM. 
• Please stay in your car with your windows up to ensure the safety of those around you. 
• Please drop any offering you wish to give into the offering barrels when exiting the church parking lot. 
• This is a Service of Holy Communion ONLY. A full worship service will still be available online at 8:30 AM or in 

person at the 10:45 AM worship service. (Remember you need to RSVP to attend the 10:45 indoor worship.) 
• Please be patient and kind with those volunteering. 
• These services are also an opportunity to give offering as you receive the communion cups. Thanks! 

With these additional communion offerings, comes the need of more volunteers.  Parking Lot Communion Assistants 
are needed to distribute communion to cars. The time commitment would be about 30 minutes. Please sign up to 
help by emailing Mackenzie at Mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

INDOOR WORSHIP 
Indoor worship has resumed for the 10:45 AM worship service. 

 

RSVP’s are required to attend.  
Please go to firstlutheranchurch.com or call Mackenzie in the church office  
anytime the week before the Sunday you wish to join us to get signed up. 
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To find joy in the common things 
To do our best with what life brings, 
To trust that God will lead the way, 
To count our blessings day by day, 
To love by sharing and forgiving,, 
This is the secret of thanksgiving. 
Esther F. Thom 
 
 

Greetings to All! 
 
It is the thanksgiving season and as I write the band of snow has moved on and the sun is shining brightly.  
The white blanket on the earth and trees clothed in white are glistening making a beautiful sight at least for 
awhile.  That is one of the things I am thankful for to enjoy all the beauty of each season.  Even though we 
are still dealing with Covid-19 and feel home-bound there are things we can be thankful for.  My family has 
stayed well, our house is warm, the harvest from the garden is all in a jar or the freezer. I am thankful for the 
sunrises and sunsets each day, to be able to cook- have food and then be able to eat it.  I am thankful for 
eyes to read and do cross stitch, ears to hear especially church services  What can you still be thankful for? 
 
Co-Council has communicated.  There will be a Thank Offering, the budgeted items for this year will be paid, 
and the books closed until we meet again. 
 
To participate in Thank Offering:  put your check in an envelope, made out to FLC and put thank offering on 
the memo line, either mail it or put it with you regular offering.  Please do this by the end of November. 
The entire amount collected will be sent to churchwide in Chicago for WELCA.  This is where our educational 
material comes from like our Gather magazine.   If you choose the  LWR Relief Fund  has a great need to deal  
with disasters in our country.  Checks can be sent to PO Box 17061 Baltimore, MD  21298-9832. 
 
Women of the ELCA has many ways to remain connected and engaged in living out your faith in Jesus Christ.  
Check it out at womenoftheelca.org.  Look for a virtual hug! 
 
Gather magazine has videos for the fall Bible Studies “Holy Time”.  It was written by, Rev. Meghan Johnston 
Aelabouni.  Her family are missionaries in Jerusalem. To get these go to: 
https://wwwgathermagazine.org/9984-2/ 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to each of you and until I write again stay safe!  Peace      Norma Smith 

 
May God bless each of you,                                                                         

Norma Smith 

The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church—Written by Norma Smith 

https://wwwgathermagazine.org/9984-2/
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The First Lutheran Church RESTART TEAM meets every other week or as needed to respond to COVID-19 
related developments that may impact our church community. Our purpose is to safely provide faith connec-
tions with our church family and the larger faith community. 

The restart team has focused on developing guidelines, based on the CDC recommendations, to follow as we 
plan for worship, requests for funerals, small group building usage, and other events.  Our approach remains 
diligent and proactive. We are in contact with multiple area churches to keep in step with what the area’s faith community is 
providing their congregations.  A strategic plan has been developed as a guideline to respond to the constant changes we face re-
garding COVID-19: Green [back to full programming], Yellow [where we are now – hybrid meetings, office open to employees or by 
appointment, some small groups are meeting following established guidelines], and Red  [building is closed to staff and public].  We 
are researching and evaluating our buildings air quality to discern what would be needed to provide a safer interior environment.  
More and different ways are being evaluated that will provide us a way to celebrate the upcoming holiday season.  

Both virtual and in-person worship opportunities continue to be provided each Sunday. To attend the in sanctuary 10:45 worship, 
please RSVP so we can assure you a place in the sanctuary. Overflow space is available in the dining room and library when needed. 

Thank you for your continued grace and patience as we navigate the challenges of this pandemic and its impact on our daily lives. 
Unity and care for our fellow man is very important – Please continue to follow the recommended health and safety guidelines that 
include: wearing your mask, maintaining a safe – 6 ft - physical distance, frequently washing your hands or using hand sanitizer, 
and staying home if you don’t feel well or have been exposed to the virus.    

“Justice.” We Christians use this biblical term frequently.  But what does it 
mean? Going back as far as Plato, justice commonly meant “giving to each their 
due.”  Giving to each their due comes in several ways.  Distributive justice deter-
mines who gets what; procedural justice determines how people are to be fairly 
treated; retributive justice determines punishment for wrong-doing; and restorative 
justice determines how to reestablish right relationships. 

 Recently we’re hearing a new term, “environmental justice.”  The term comes up in conversations about copper-nickel 
mining in northern Minnesota, placement of petroleum pipelines near Indian reservations, and buffer zones along streams to pre-
vent agricultural run-off, to name a few.  So, what does environmental justice mean?  Some would say that environmental justice 
ensures all groups receive equitable benefit from use of the environment and all groups share burdens and costs resulting from use 
of the environment. 

 Federal agencies say environmental justice is “the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of 
race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations and policies.”   That definition includes distributive, procedural, and retributive justice components; restorative justice 
needs deeper consideration. 

 What is the Church’s role in environmental justice?  Jesus never used the term “environmental justice,” but His teachings 
certainly provide important guidelines for us.  First and foremost is His Great Commandment to “… love your neighbor as your-
self” (Matthew 22:35-40).  Love means to be concerned for our neighbors’ welfare, and particularly for “… the least of these my 
brothers and sisters,” those who are most vulnerable to being exploited (Matthew 25:40-45). 

 How do we display Jesus’ love and concern for our more vulnerable neighbors regarding environmental justice?  We’d like 
to offer two biblical suggestions: awareness and advocacy.  First, awareness, we are called to be “salt” and “light” (Matthew 5:13-
16). We need to be informed about the environmental issues that face our neighbors – What are the issues? What are the causes 
of the concerns they face?  What are the impacts of environmental projects?  Second, advocacy, we are called to passionately 
speak up for and stand beside our vulnerable neighbors. We are to “hunger and thirst for justice” (righteousness, δικαιοσύνη) 
(Matthew 5:6).   

 We’d like to hear your suggestions on the Church’s role in promoting environmental justice.  First Lutheran Church’s Crea-
tion Care Committee explores topics ranging from stewardship of the environment to environmental justice.  We invite you to join 
us at our monthly via ZOOM meeting.  For more information on dates and times, please contact Pastor Lauryl at the church office. 

~ Gary Goreham 
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And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
(Hebrews 10: 24-25) 

When the reality of the coronavirus impacted our worship activities at First Lutheran, many questions surfaced that 
had not been pondered before. How could we still function as a congregation of God’s people.? How could we call a 
new lead pastor? How would we worship? How would we keep our staff paid? How could we keep ourselves engaged 
in the mission of First Lutheran? What would be the impact of not coming together for worship and communion? 
These and many other questions and issues, spoken and unspoken, nagged us in March and April of 2020. 

Thanks to our pastors, staff, worship volunteers, and committee members, we have come together to overcome the 
big and small obstacles to continue to “spur one another on” and encourage one another. Thanks to all of you, mem-
bers of FLC faith family, we have not given up on the mission, but have come up with creative ideas to share the Good 
News with family, friends, neighbors, and those in need. We continue to be the church. 

The Stewardship team has been looking at the financial giving patterns through the past nine months. The chart below 
shows general fund giving in January through September in 2020 compared to January through September 2019. 

As you can see, giving in 2020 (on average) exceeds giving in 2019. Financially, we are practicing good discipleship in 
the sharing of our resources. Thank you all for your faithful giving. It is important to say, however, that our expenses 
are exceeding our income at this point in time. 

Let us remember that during the winter months, needs continue. Many of the activities FLC normally plans and exe-
cutes during this time of year will be affected and changed. Based on what we have learned this last six months, we can 
adapt and continue to be blessings to those in need. Let us persevere and press on. 

Stewardship in the New Reality of 2020 
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Update From Trinity Hope 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 
our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 
charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 
provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 
where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily.  

 

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 ⚫  admin@trinityhope.org  ⚫ (615) 394-4950  

Web Page:  www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook:  trinityhopehaiti 

 

Thanksgiving 
Written by Pastor John Gierke 

T Time to eat! 
H Hands that are washed with HOPE! 
A Ample satisfied smiles 
N New friends and family in Christ at school 
K Kitchens preparing daily meals 
S Smiles, did I mention smiles that are ample? 
G Grins, did I mention smiles and grins? 
I Impacted and improved children’s lives 
V Victory over hunger 
I Inspiring smiles and brightened eyes 
N New learning about Jesus and HOPE each day 
G Giving Glory and Thanksgiving to the Holy Trinity and His people of Trinity HOPE! 
 
For this, and so much more, I give thanks, as I remember being with the schoolchildren. Trinity HOPE gives 
THANKSGIVING to God for all your prayers and donations which bring Thanksgiving and renewed HOPE to the children 
and their families in Haiti. Close your eyes - can you see the smiles of the children? Hold your hands to your ears - can 
you hear the praises being sung before mealtime in Thanksgiving? Open your hands and lift them up in praise to our 
gracious, generous God and Savior! 
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November 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

Sunday Schedule 

All Saints Sunday 
Communion 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Children’s FB Live 
  9:45a  Confir Class, via Zoom 
10:00a  Drive Thru Communion 
10:45a  Contemp Indoor Worship 

2 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

3 
 

   9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA (Rec Room) 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 

4 
 

  6:00p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:15p  Drive Thru Communion 
  6:45p  6th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:15p  7th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 

5 
 

  7:30 a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning 
   4:00p  Personnel Team Mtg 

 
 
 

      
 
 
  

6 
 

 12:00p  AA, Rec Room 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

 
 
 

  

7 
 
 
 

8 
 

Sunday Schedule 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Children’s FB Live 
  9:45a  Conf. Class, via ZOOM 
10:45a  Contemp Indoor Worship 

9 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 
  5:30p  Restart Team Mtg 

 
 

  

10 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
  9:00a  AA (Rec Room) 
  5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 

11 
 

Veteran’s Day   
 
  6:00p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:45p  6th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:15p  7th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 
   

12 
 

   7:30a  Women’s Bible St, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning Com 
 12:00a  Executive Committee 

13 
 

 12:00p  AA, Rec Room 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

14 

 

  
 
  

15 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Children’s FB Live 
  9:45a  Confir Class, via Zoom 
10:00a  Drive Thru Communion 
10:45a  Contemp Indoor Worship 

16 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 
 

  

17 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA (Rec Room) 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
   5:30p  Vision Council 

18 
 

  6:00p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:15p  Drive Thru Communion 
  6:45p  6th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:15p  7th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 

19 
 

  7:30 a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning 
  12:00p  Executive Council, Lib  

  

20 
 

 12:00p  AA, Rec Room 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

21 
 
 

22 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 
New Member Welcome Sunday 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
  9:30a  Children’s FB Live 
  9:45a  Conf. Class, via ZOOM 
10:45a  Contemp Indoor Worship 

23 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 
  5:30p  Restart Team Mtg 

24 
 

   9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA (Rec Room) 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 
   7:00p  Thanksgiving Wshp 

25 
 

   Faith Formation—Thanksgiving 

  6:00p  Worship Team Rehearsal 

 

 
 

 

26 
 

Thanksgiving Day    

    
   
 
  
 

 
 
 

27 
 

 12:00p  AA, Rec Room 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

28 
 

 
 
 

29 
 

Sunday Schedule 

No Faith Formation 

  8:30a  Traditional Online Wship 
10:45a  Contemp Online Worship 

30 
 

  5:00p  Al Anon, Library 

1 
 

  9:00a  Office Staff Mtg 
   9:00a  AA (Rec Room) 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, Zoom 

2 
 

  6:00p  Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:15p  Drive Thru Communion 
  6:45p  6th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:15p  7th Grade Conf, Zoom 
  7:45p  8th Grad Conf, Zoom 
  8:15p  9th Grad Conf, Zoom 

3 
 

  7:30 a  Women’s Bible Sty, Lib 
 11:00a  Worship Planning 

4 
 

 12:00p  AA, Rec Room 
 12:00p  Prayer Team 

5 
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Christmas Poinsettias 

 The Advent and Christmas season is made more beautiful 

 when the church is filled with beautiful poinsettias.  If you would like 

 to share flowers please complete this form and return it to the church office 

by Sunday, December 14th.  Cost is $12.00 per plant. 

In Honor of:  __________________________________________ 
 

In Memory of:  ________________________________________ 
 

Given by:  ____________________________________________ 

Attached is $________ for the total order above.  Please make checks payable to First Lutheran Flower Fund.   

RADIO FUND 

In Memory of: Ralph Bergquist 
Given by:  Fern Brown 

In Memory of: Cathey Mackner 
Given by:  Fern Brown 

In Memory of: Peggy Leegard  
Given by:  Tallack & Janice Johnson 

Given by:  Elyda Handegard 

Given by:  Dolly Tovson 

Given by:  Betty Fischer 

Given by:  Ruth Circle 

In Memory of: Shirley Bloomquist  
Given by:  Ruth Circle 

UNSPECIFIED FUND 

In Memory of: Lorraine Mackner  
Given by:  Roger Mackner 

In Memory of: Peggy Leegard  
Given by:  Paul Borgstrom 

Given by:  St. Paul Area Ass. Of Realtors 

Given by:  Mathew & Jennifer Knutson 

Given by:  Marge Kane 

BEAUTIFICATION FUND 

In Memory of: Ann H   
Given by:  Karen & Cliff Bimberg 

CHRISTMAS AT OUR HOUSE FUND 

In Memory of: Shirley Bloomquist   
Given by:  Lynn Soeth 

FOUNDATION FUND 

In Memory of: Joann Metzger   
Given by:  Mike & Dianne Fillmore 

KITCHEN FUND 

In Memory of: Patty Aasen   
Given by:  Duane & Claudia Arne 

SOUND & TECH FUND 

In Memory of: Chelsea Washburn 
Given by:  Karen & Cliff Bimberg 

WFLC FUND 

In Memory of: Jeanniane Aasaard 
Given by:  Fern Brown 

 

First Lutheran Church acknowledges with 
grateful appreciation these memorials which 

have been received this past month. 
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Congregational Staff 
Lead  Pastor:  
Pastor Joe Skogmo pastorjoe@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Associate Pastor:  
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Children’s Ministry Director: 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Director of Youth Ministry: 
Maddie Hanson maddie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Support Ministries: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Communications: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

The First Messenger 
First Lutheran Church 

912 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Volume 29  Issue 8 
Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published 
monthly and mailed to the members 
and friends of First Lutheran Church.  
The purpose of this publication is to 
inform the congregation of church   

activities and upcoming events.         
Articles for publication are to be      

submitted to the church office by the 
20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 

Office Closed Until Further Notice 
Office Phone:  847-5656 

Fax Phone:  847-7009 
flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 

www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 

Chairman:  Jackie Buboltz 
Vice-Chairman: Steve Schantzen 

Secretary:  Catie Herman 
Treasurer:  Chad Carlblom 

Chris Malecka, LeAnn Mouw,        
Nathan Olson, Nathan Mork,  
Carol Lee, & Kari Stattelman 

 
Foundation Board 

President:  Adrienne Buboltz 
President-Elect: Steve Glunberg 

Secretary:  Susan Busker 
Treasurer:  Susan Schaffer 

Kevin Shipley, Dan Berg,  
Ryan Manke, Mason Pender,  

& Patti Cummins 


