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Gary’s Report 
By Senior Interim Pastor Gary Erdmann 

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. The staff of first 
Lutheran welcomed me from day one with smiles. 
Pastor Lauryl, all the committees, and the entire con-
gregation was so willing to assist in my learning 
about the church and community with openness and 
honesty. 
 
I would like to thank everyone that donated to the 
welcome basket that Audrey and I received. I cannot 
name off all the items because there were so many. All of this from people we didn’t know and who didn’t 
know us.  Also thank you for the gracious remembrances during the Christmas season.  All of this showed the 
generosity and open arms of this congregation. Please know that your kindness will always be remembered.  
All this while facing the challenges of an uncertain future. 
 
So now Christmas has come and gone. And I suspect everyone is about shopped out. This is the season of giv-
ing, and for most of us we are glad that it only comes once a year. But for some, and I have to say for a most 
unlikely some, the giving never ends. 
 
When we worship in Tanzania, the service is very similar to ours here in the states. Instead of being called the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, they are the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania. So, the ser-
vice, even though it is in Swahili, can be followed quite easily. 
 
But there was one part of the service that always intrigued me. When it came to the offering, they had two op-
portunities to give. Of course I had to find out what was going on so I asked Pastor Sagga, my friend in Tanza-
nia, why there were two offerings. He proceeded to tell me that the first offering was to go to the diocese to 
help pay for the expenses of the church, which included pastor’s salaries; for there were many small congrega-
tions in the villages that could not support the pastor financially. The second offering was meant to be a sacri-
fice and was designed to go to the local church to help with their expenses. These expenses included helping 
with medicine, or farming, or food for those who had nothing. 
 
It was a sacrificial offering because the person giving had to really dig deep in their pockets to the point where 
it hurt. But, it was for their neighbor. Often times they would give a few coins for the first offering, and then a 
chicken or some grain for the sacrificial offering. Very different from our concept of giving from our abun-
dance. 
  
What was most surprising was that this was not something they did on special occasions, like Christmas. They 
did this every Sunday at worship. It was giving in a way that was so humbling from a people who had little to 
nothing. 
 
Giving from the heart is such a joyous experience, regardless of the occasion. 
 
Peace 
Pastor Gary 
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When I was a Camp Counselor at Luther Crest Bible Camp, I met another counselor who was very talented – she played 
the guitar and wrote her own Christian camp songs.    I asked her to teach me one of her songs I liked best, and later 
that summer I bought my own guitar and played my one and only song, over and over.    I’ve forgotten her name, but 
not her song, with words adapted from 1st Corinthians 13.  It was called “Be of Love”. 

Be of love, a little more careful than everything…a little more careful than everything…. 

Love is patient, is not jealous… love is kind…. is not boastful….and never ends.     

Love’s not arrogant, love’s not rude, love rejoices and celebrates….so….  

Be of love a little more careful than everything… a little more careful than everything…..  

Be of Love. 

Dear family in Christ, Be of Love this month.   Be of love in church with your kind smile, caring greeting, and hospitality 
to everyone – especially those you may not have seen here before.   Be of love at home telling your family each day 
something good you noticed about them, and celebrating the little things.   Be of love at school and work and recrea-
tion by listening and speaking respectfully to others, rejoicing in their achievements, and saying a quick prayer for 
those who are having a rough day.   Be of love in nature, not arrogant, but careful in tending the earth.   Be of love with 
yourself, patiently remembering that God’s love for you never ends.      

Someone gave me this Valentine a few years ago, and I want to share it with you, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be of love, 
Pastor Lauryl 

Lauryl’s Report 
By Interim Pastor Lauryl Ivers 

Still Time to Add Notes of Healing 
There’s still time to add a paper note with your hurts and prayers in our cross sculpture.   Our congrega-
tion has gone through a difficult time together, and last Sunday members wrote their hurts and prayers 
on paper then crumpled their papers and placed them in a cross sculpture.  No one will read the paper 
notes, and Barb Groth, one of the artists in our congregation, will create a painted paper sculpture with 
them for us to keep.  Our hurts are part of us, and just as Jesus’ wounds were still visible but transformed 
after his resurrection, Barb’s sculpture will paint over, but still include, the hurts we wrote on paper, as a 
witness to Jesus’ healing for us.  Jesus is doing a new thing at First Lutheran Church and we’ve become 
stronger together, and ready for our new leadership in God’s mission.  

God so loVed the world, 
That He gAve 

His onLy 
BegottEn 

SoN 
That whomever 

Believed In Him 
Shall Not perish, 

But have Everlasting life 
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Update from Cindy Bruflodt, Vision Council Church President 

In early 2017, the FLC Congregation was surveyed to assist the Vision Council in forming a vision 
focus for the next few years. The results of Vision 2020 were used as a base for framing our Ministry 
Site Profile as we prepare to call a new Lead Pastor. These results have also consistently been 
used to bring focus to the daily ministry needs of our church.  We heard you! A welcoming, friendly, 
hospitable culture is very important to us…so, a Hospitality Team is formed. Caring for our building, 
updating and maintaining our spaces are important to us…a Building and Grounds committee is 
formed. Mission, Service and member care are very important to us…the Visitation Team and Social 
Justice Team are formed, and we are also gathering to discuss creation care.  Worship and Music 
are important, so we create a worship team. Faith Formation for children, youth and adults is im-
portant to us, so we have leadership teams for the children and youth ministries as well as a focus to 
develop opportunities for adult members to grow in their faith and build relationships. Finally, to sup-
port our day to day ministry and plan for outreach and mission, a Stewardship Team has been 
formed.  

Through the interim process, members of the vision council continue to discuss our future, how to 
engage God’s people to actively participate in the daily mission of Opening Doors to Life in Christ.  
We want to continue to focus and honor the wishes of our congregation.  We are evaluating how we 
could have a council member and a staff member as links to each of the focus groups to keep lead-

ership involved and informed and staff to empower and encour-
age. You are invited to share your thoughts and ideas as we 
explore what this will look like. Today, more than ever YOU are 
important to the success and growth of First Lutheran Church. 
The invitation is always there to find your passion, to get in-
volved, to build relationships and to ultimately serve Jesus.  To 
connect with any of these groups, contact the church office for 
more information. If you are a more hands on - task oriented 
person, connect with Mackenzie – there are many volunteer op-
portunities and your help is needed and appreciated.  

“I want you to think about how all this makes you more signifi-
cant, not less. A body isn’t just a single part blown up into 

something huge. It’s all the different-but similar part arranged 
and functioning together.”   1 Corinthians 12:14  

Trust the Journey,  
Cindy Bruflodt 

We are God’s Children Opening Doors 

Inviting all people into a relationship with Jesus Christ 

Equipping them through growth in faith, and 

Sending them out to serve all of God’s creation 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH – CONGREGATIONAL SELF-STUDY RECAP 

SESSION 1 – Our “story” – Honoring our past as we plan for the future – What attracted you to join FLC and what 
were you looking for? 

• A large church home with music, bible studies and thriving youth and children’s programming 
− VBS 
− Sunday and Wednesday evening children’s programs 
− 5th grade first communion and Seder meal 
− Baptisms 
− Youth activities and confirmation 
− Choirs / Cantatas 
− Variety of mediums to share God’s Word – drama, video, music… 
− Opportunities for bible and book studies, adult forums 

• A welcoming church family 
− Oasis 
− Fellowship – coffee hours, potlucks 

• A variety of worship styles: traditional, contemporary and summer outdoor worship 
− Miss the musicals and dramas 
− Like the Lenten services and Holden Evening Prayer service 

• A positive, open attitude of outreach and engagement with the community 

• Active and engaged opportunities to participate in the ministry of the church 

• Caring for our member’s needs – the parish nurse program 
− Prayer shawls, visitation ministry, shut in ministry 

• Long-time family ties 

SESSION 2 – Naming our needs   Healing our Hurts 

• The Simonson’s departure – the event, the way it was handled, some respected their decision to leave, some 
questioned why they needed to leave, felt lied to – discrepancy of John’s story and the article in the paper. Bad 
time to leave at Easter. Was the call team aware of issues when Pr John was called? Were there red flags earlier 
in his ministry that were not addressed? Was Simonson situation handled the Christian way – with grace? Did 
we do all we could to help them – will they be ok? 

• Pastor Dave’s retirement –leadership style, length of call, personality conflicts  

• Pastor Lee Yarger’s influence as an interim 

• Change of leadership for children’s and youth ministry…Turnover of support staff. 

• Pastor Wade’s leaving –loss of personal relationship, miss depth of pr Wade’s gifts—other church is thriving 
under his leadership 

• ELCA – vote 2009. The loss of active and involved members as a result of the vote. Fear of calling a gay pastor 

• Feeling of instability through transition with the variety of pulpit supply and the interim process. Having 5 pas-
tors leave in past five years. 

• The decline of membership, attendance and volunteers 

SESSION 3 – What ministries are we holding up as successful and opportunities for growth 

• Strong pastoral leadership with excellent sermons that communicate bringing your faith into daily living. The 
sermon should be impactful and stay with you…be put into context of its history and yet apply the message into 
present day language. 

• Expectation of strong children’s and youth programs with continued evaluation for creativity and growth 

• Appreciation of the music ministry and hope we can grow it 
− Miss hearing familiar hymns at the traditional service 
− Question - when is the congregation supposed to sing during the contemporary service? 

• Participating in outreach ministries to benefit and serve the less fortunate 

FALL 2019 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH – CONGREGATIONAL SELF-STUDY RECAP (continued) 

• Participating in outreach ministries to benefit and serve the less fortunate 
− Feed My Starving Children 
− Lutheran World Relief 
− The $100,000 gifts when we paid off our debt 

• Use of nametags help us all to get to know each other’s names 

• Continued support of KidsFirst Preschool 

• An inclusive and welcoming environment in worship 
 

SESSION 4 – Where is God leading us and what is our hope for the future? 

• Continue to evaluate and support our current programs including Children, Youth, Music, Worship and Hospi-
tality -- Challenge our Pastors, Staff, Leadership and the congregation to be open to try new things that will en-
courage growth in ALL areas that will result in increased membership and attendance. 

• Create and Grow volunteer committees to oversee main areas of church ministries – Building and Grounds, 
Stewardship, Worship and Music, Education, Hospitality, Visitation. Build opportunities to develop and grow in 
relationship 

• Utilize local outreach programs to help members of our community 
 

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  

• Repair of our reputation in the community and beyond since “the incident” was reported though out the Fo-
rum’s reach [parking lot]; Encourage positive talk, promote and encourage respect of church, ministry, staff and 
leadership; Be of open mind and heart; Encourage mixing things up – new things in worship, programming 

• Utilize all mediums to create transparent communication, building trust and strong relationships (Ministry mo-
ment, Newsletter, Text, Email, etc) 

• Need to heal and restore our Passion   

• Technology and sound challenges that are being addressed through updating equipment and placement of 
speakers 

• Involve more youth and family in worship 

• Increase membership, improve attendance and grow stewardship 
− Intentionally extend an invitation to new professionals as they move to town 

• Define our strengths and build on them 

• As Circle memberships decline – evaluate how to grow opportunities to partner with WELCA 

• Continue to grow relationship with the Synod 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Validation of current mission statement – relevant, simple, easy 

 

 

Throughout the studies, many people shared ideas of what would be important qualities for our new Lead 
Pastor…Thank you!  The call team utilized this input when compiling the Ministry Site Profile and to         

develop a Job Description that will be used during the interview process. 

 
A full list of responses to the questions discussed in each of the studies will be available in the church office.  

FALL 2019 
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Greetings from the FLC Call Committee! The committee continues to take the responsibility of calling a lead 
pastor with an open mind and open heart, seeking guidance from the Holy Spirit and using the collective wis-
dom of the committee as Christ dwells within us.  

May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 

The committee has been meeting weekly to continue the journey of calling a lead pastor. We are excited to let 
you know we have finalized and posted the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) to the Synod website and are now in 
the candidate phase of the process! This means candidates can officially contact the Synod if interested in 
FLC. The Synod’s call process administrator will review the candidates’ profile (Rostered Minister Profile) 
compared to our MSP and forward candidates to the call committee for consideration. The committee will re-
view the RMPs to determine candidates for a first interview. The goal is to conduct initial, first interviews in 
February.  

MSP – Ministry Site Profile 
Used by congregations that are seeking to call an ordained rostered minister of the ELCA to inform 
candidates about the church’s ministries, congregation demographics, ministry needs and gifts essen-
tial for the congregation. The expectations of the congregation are communicated as well as infor-
mation about the broader community.  

RMP – Rostered Minister Profile 
Allows ordained ministers of the ELCA to share information about their faith, skills and passions for 
ministry. It provides basic information to begin discussions with a Call Committee.  

After the initial interviews, the call committee will determine candidates to bring to FLC for a site visit and 
more in-depth interview. The site visit will include a formal interview with the call committee, church tour, 
informal meeting with staff and Pastor Lauryl and a community tour.   

Members of the congregation can submit potential candidates to consider during this part of the call process. 
If you have a name to share, please contact a member of the call committee.  You can ask the church office for 
our contact information if necessary.  Any names we receive will be provided to the Synod for review prior to 
the call committee officially considering the candidate.  

Last month, the call committee shared a brief introduction. Lynn Schulberg was not able to share her introduc-
tion at that time so it is included in this month’s information.  

Lynn Schulberg - Greetings!  I am excited to be part of your call committee.  I am a mom to two 
lovely ladies; Grace and Gretta. Our family wouldn’t be complete without our 2 dogs and 2 cats 
too!  We moved from Apple Valley, MN in 2004 to Detroit Lakes and found our home church with 
First Lutheran.  We have been a part of First Lutheran for over 15 blessed years!  In the 15 years I 
have been part of the Children’s Ministry Team and in the recent years I have been part of the Youth 
Ministry Team.  Moving through this journey with the call committee and you (FLC) is a privilege, 
thank you!  Pray really big!  Believe even BIGGER!  Matthew 21:22 

The call committee asks for your continued prayers, patience and support as start reviewing candidates.  As 
always, please reach out to anyone on the call committee with questions or concerns.   
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Ministries that support our pastors and one another  
in faith growth  through worship and fellowship. 

By, Mackenzie Hamm 

Feb 13th Giving Hearts Day: Please consider donating to non-profits that you have passion for on this day! 
We will be having noisy offer on Feb 2nd & 9th to raise money for Churches United for the Homeless. You may 
also donate online and select the Churches United tab or bring a check to the office.  

Social Justice Meeting Recap: It was nice to get our Social Justice Committee back together to do a bit of 
recapping of what has been happening here at First Lutheran Church and to see where we want to go in the 
future with concerns in our community. Here is a brief 2019 recap of what we are involved in. Please let me 
know if I am missing other ways we help the community. If you want to join this Committee please let the 
office know! 

1. Agape Fund – currently used heavily to help people in crisis and needs continued funding  
2. Children’s Christmas Store -  161 children, 1,300 gifts – $382.57 dollars split in 3rds to funded 

Agape, Youth and Emma’s Project 
3. Christmas at Our House – served 379 meals; about 150 delivered, 65 carried out, served 164 in 

dining room 
4. Christmas Angel Tree – provided 270 packages 
5. Abundant Life Gardens – donated 1400 lbs. of produce to Becker County Food Pantry 
6. Helping Hands – served 73 individuals and recorded 164 hours but many hours not recorded. 
7. WFLC and Quilters – continue work of mission both locally and international 
8. Becker County Food Pantry – FLC volunteers to stock shelves in Nov.; office hands out Food bags to 

individuals in need 
9. Salvation Army – FLC rang bell November 30th 
10. Habitat for Humanity –FLC provided 15 volunteers on 8/20 
11. Churches United for the Homeless – FLC became the 1st DL member in 2019 – we have bussed 2 

individuals to Churches 
12. DL Ministerial – we are a partner church for crisis help in the community, and we all use Charity 

Tracker and voucher system for meal, gas and hotel needs.  
13. Ruby’s Pantry – we refer people to use Ruby’s Pantry 2nd Monday of the month, 1 FLC member 

currently volunteers at Ruby’s Pantry 
14. Refugee issue – discussion about contacting County regarding helping refugees and question about 

what refugee sponsorship would mean – Pastor Lauryl will follow up on this. 
15. Feed My Starving Children: FLC provide about 50 volunteers and raised around $6000 

Agape Fund Report: January 1st through January 24th, we have helped 2 individuals by providing a bus ticket 
and 2 nights stay at a local hotel. Our current balance is $1,360.23. You can donate online or on the office.  
Ministerial Fund Report: January 1st through 
January 24th, we have provided vouchers to 5 
individuals. 4 hotel vouchers, 4 gas vouchers 
& 1 grocery voucher.  

 May you find your spiritual and divine gifts 
given to you and bless them with the world,  

Mackenzie Hamm 
Support Ministries Coordinator   

Acts 2:42 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers.46 Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home
[a] and ate their food with glad and generous[b]

hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved. (Acts 2:46-47). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A46-47&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26985a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A46-47&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26985b
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.46-47
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High blood pressure is a “silent killer” 
• Most of the time there are no obvious symptoms. 
• Certain physical traits and lifestyle choices can put you at a greater 

risk for high blood pressure. 
• When left untreated, the damage that high blood pressure does to 

your circulatory system is a significant contributing factor to heart attack, stroke and other health threats. 

Preventing and managing HBP 
• This is one time that the old adage, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure,” is particularly apt. 

It’s best to avoid high blood pressure altogether. Healthy lifestyle choices are a great place to start. 
• With proper treatment and management, you can control your blood pressure to help you live a long and 

healthy life.  Information from the American Heart Association 

February is Heart Health Month 
 

 
 
 
 

What is high blood pressure? 
High blood pressure (also referred to as HBP, or hypertension) is when your blood pressure, the force of 
blood flowing through your blood vessels, is consistently too high. 
If you have high blood pressure, you are not alone. 
Nearly half of American adults have high blood pressure. (Many don’t even know they have it.) 
The best way to know if you have high blood pressure it is to have your blood pressure checked. 
Know your numbers.  Learn about your blood pressure numbers and what they mean. 

Parish Health 
Denise Gaard    218-847-5656    denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Blood Pressure Checks 

Church Office 

Sunday, February 16 - 9:30 AM 

Hands Only CPR Class 
February 2nd at 9:35 in the Library 

 Learn how to do hands only CPR and how to use the AED.  
This class is for all ages and is not a certification class. ANYONE can save a life! Come and learn how! 

BLOOD PRESSURE CATEGORY 
SYSTOLIC mm Hg 

(upper number) 

  
DIASTOLIC mm Hg 

(lower number) 

NORMAL LESS THAN 120 and LESS THAN 80 

ELEVATED 120 – 129 and LESS THAN 80 

HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE 
(HYPERTENSION) STAGE 1 

130 – 139 or 80 – 89 

HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE 
(HYPERTENSION) STAGE 2 

140 OR HIGHER or 90 OR HIGHER 

HYPERTENSIVE CRISIS 

(consult your doctor immediately) 
HIGHER THAN 180 and/or HIGHER THAN 120 

Visitation Team Meeting 
February 9th 9:35 AM,  FLC Library 

All are welcome, current members and all who are interested in joining.  This will be a time to check 
in and tell how things are going in your ministry and also a time to learn.  We will be presenting a 

gift to all members.  Members please let Denise know if you are unable to attend.      

https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/why-high-blood-pressure-is-a-silent-killer/what-are-the-symptoms-of-high-blood-pressure
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/why-high-blood-pressure-is-a-silent-killer/know-your-risk-factors-for-high-blood-pressure
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/why-high-blood-pressure-is-a-silent-killer/know-your-risk-factors-for-high-blood-pressure
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/health-threats-from-high-blood-pressure/how-high-blood-pressure-can-lead-to-a-heart-attack
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/health-threats-from-high-blood-pressure/how-high-blood-pressure-can-lead-to-stroke
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/health-threats-from-high-blood-pressure
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/changes-you-can-make-to-manage-high-blood-pressure
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/changes-you-can-make-to-manage-high-blood-pressure
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/the-facts-about-high-blood-pressure/how-high-blood-pressure-is-diagnosed
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/understanding-blood-pressure-readings
https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/understanding-blood-pressure-readings/hypertensive-crisis-when-you-should-call-911-for-high-blood-pressure
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You’re invited to a  

Fat Tuesday Celebration 
Tuesday, February 25th 

6:00 PM in the Dining Room 
Bring a dish to share 

What is a Fat Tuesday Celebration?? 
Fat Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday. It is also known as Mardi Gras Day or Shrove Day. It is a 

day when people eat all they want of everything and anything they want as the following day is Ash 

Wednesday, the beginning of a long fasting season of Lent. 

 

Fat Tuesday Dishes That'll Help You Celebrate Mardi Gras Right... 

 

 

• German Chocolate Pancakes 

• Best Ever Seafood Gumbo 

• SL's Stovetop Crawfish Boil 

• Shrimp Po'boys 

• Andouille Sausage Jambalaya with Shrimp 

• Traditional King Cake 

• Crawfish Étouffée 

• Warm Gumbo Dip 
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By, Emma Duncan 

Thank You for the Bibles! 
  

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you to all of the people that donated and made it possible for our 3rd, 4th & 5th 
grade children to receive new Bibles!! The kids are already diving into the scripture and are so excited for a 
semester full of Bible Trivia!! 

Please see the bulletin board in the narthex, where the children shared their New Year’s Resolutions to read 
their bibles more! 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Memory Work will be presented during Worship Services in February! 

1st, 2nd, & 3rd grade will be presenting at any of the 3 services on February 9th or 12th. 

4th & 5th grade will be presenting at any of the 3 services on February 16th or 19th. 

During the services, I will call the kids up by grade, and will help them present what they have learned to the 
congregation!  

-Parents, please reassure your kids that they don’t need to be nervous. I will help them the whole time! 

 

CALLING ALL 5th GRADERS! 
First Communion Classes start on Wednesday, February 26th at 6:45pm in the Chapel. Please 
make sure that all 5th graders have at least one parent/guardian. We will meet every Wednesday 
from February 26th to April 1st. Please come with an open heart and ready to learn! 
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Youth Led Worship – Our Confirmation youth will be putting 
on a special Youth Led Worship this year! We have been work-
ing hard on a musical type of worship service. The youth came 
up with the skits and other pieces of worship that we are ex-
cited to share with you. Our Youth Led Worship services are 
on Wednesday, February 5th and Sunday, February 9th (at both 
services). Please come and join us! 

 

 

 

Children’s and Youth Worship – We would like to invite all children and youth to a special 
Wednesday night service directed to them! Emma and Maddie will be leading a different, fun, 
and camp style worship service a couple of times this year. Our first new service will be on 
Wednesday, February 12th. Everyone is welcome! Come and check it out! 

Pancake Breakfast – Our monthly Pancake Breakfast will be on Sunday,    
February 16th! Please come and join us for some delicious pancakes,         
sausage, and fruit. All of the money raised at our Pancake Breakfasts go     
directly to the youth who were here working for future mission trips,         
retreats, Bible Camps, Valleyfair trip, etc. Come and support our youth! 

By, Maddie Hanson 
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Youth Pie Auction 

 

Sunday, March 8th 

Our High School youth who are preparing for the 2020 mission trip to Port-

land, Oregon this summer are hosting a pie auction fundraiser for our trip! 

We will be having the auction in between worship services on Sunday, March 

8th in the dining room. We will also be having our monthly Pancake Breakfast 

during that time. Come and join us for some delicious pancakes and fun!  

Outbid your friends on pies to help raise funds for our mission trip! 

Donations: We are in need of pie! If you would like to help us by donating 

some pies for our auction, please stop by the church office or give us a call to 

sign up. You can bring as many pies as you would like! The sign up sheet will 

be in the white binder. Thank you in advance for your donations and support! 

We hope to see you there! 

First Lutheran Church 
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Ruby’s Pantry is a faith—based “pop-up pantry” with delivery points in  
communities that provide a church sponsor. True Life Assembly of God church in Detroit 
Lakes is the sponsor for our local Ruby’s Pantry sited at Minnesota State Community & 
Technical College. 

Food manufacturers and distributers adjust their inventories by funneling excess supply through Ruby’s  
Pantry.  The wide variety of food available at each pantry (dairy, frozen, eggs, bakery, packaged foods,  
vitamins, paper goods, meats and fresh produce as available) is current and undamaged. 

Participants can get shares (1-3) for $20.00 per share. They bring 2 large boxes/totes/coolers per share to the site, go 
through the product line, and boxes are filled by volunteers.  Other volunteers help load the  
boxes into participant vehicles. There are no financial guidelines for participation and the pantry serves those of all ages 
and walks of life. 

There is a great sense of camaraderie, community, and gratitude among participants and volunteers alike. Many partici-
pants also volunteer and those who can’t physically manage the boxes are often helped by neighbors and family mem-
bers so they can stretch their food dollar. 

Ruby’s Pantry takes place in the late afternoon, about 4:45 PM to 7:00 PM the 2nd Monday of every month.  If you are 
interested in volunteering or participating you can call Kayla Simon at MSCTC at 218-846-3700. 

“And what does God require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk hum-
bly with your God.” 

Churches United is the regional organization that provides for our homeless population.  
Last year 961 people received safe shelter and 51 people were helped to find stable 
housing, members of our Detroit Lakes community among them.  

February 13th is Giving Hearts Day.  Donations during this event are matched, giving them a great impact in helping 
area homeless in spiritual setting.  

You can donate by going online February 13th to GivingHeartsDay.org and designating 
Churches United as a recipient of your donation.  You can also text UNITED to 218-394-
7779 to donate.  It is one way as a community to fulfill—”For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in…” 

Did you know that First Lutheran Church started a Creation Care group?  Creation care is 
central to who we are.  As we state every Sunday, “I    believe in God… the Creator of 
heaven and earth…”  Genesis 1 tells us that God created the heavens and the earth, and 
it was good!  God told us “to rule over” the earth (Genesis 1:28).  The word has been 
translated “to have domination” or “to subdue,” but more accurately, “to steward.”  
Over the years, the notion of dominating/subduing resulted in many    environmental 
problems, ranging from over use of natural resources and deforestation to pollution and 

species extinction.  Instead, God intended for us to guard and protect the earth.  Just as a work of art is a reflection of 
the artist, so too, creation is a reflection of the char-
acter and  intent of God.  When given the command 
to steward the earth, God expected us to reflect His 
love for the earth and all its inhabitants.  How well 
are we doing that at First Lutheran Church and in 
Detroit Lakes?  Stay tuned for more on the  Creation 
Care group, and plan to join us as we meet monthly! 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

Sunday, February 16—Adult Forum: Creation Care  
 Informational Meeting 
 Sandy Gunderson & Bill Henke 

Wednesday, February 19—Creation Care Meeting—1:00 PM  
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Update From Trinity Hope 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep our 
supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit charitable 
organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that provide a noon 
meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti where the Good News 
of Jesus is shared daily.  

 

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN  37122 ⚫  admin@trinityhope.org  ⚫ (615) 394-4950  

Web Page:  www.TrinityHope.org ⚫ Facebook:  trinityhopehaiti 

 

Ten Years Ago... 
Written by Joy Brinkmeyer 

"Because I live, you also will live."  John 14:19 

At 4:45 PM on January 12, 2010 a strong earthquake struck below the mountains on the 
Southern claw of Haiti; bringing destruction from Port-au-Prince to the city of Leogand 
several miles to the west.  There were an estimated 350,000 lives lost and more injured; 
and the majority of the survivors were left homeless.  A person from my home 
congregation asked me "What do people do at such time when they don't have 
Jesus?"  We who have peace know that we are saved because of what Jesus Christ did for 
us on the cross; but what about the lost that died clinging to the lies of the vodou priest. 

Following the quake, many Christians were glued to the internet and CNN watching video streaming live from PAP, showing the 
devastation and desperation as search efforts were undertaken to recues the living and later recover the dead.  What did the 
unbelievers do without a Savior to help them?  Haiti claims to be over 80% Christian but you need to factor in that an estimated 
65% of the county actively practices vodou.  You cannot serve the Lord and the devil too. 
In the days following the quake, stories began to make the news of Christians singing hymns of thanksgiving to their Triune God and 
praying out loud in the dark streets in the evenings.  Faith, their faith, was alive in the camps where they had found refuge.  Their 
faith was encouraging others to give thanks for their life as they had more work to accomplish for their Heavenly Father. 

The vodou priests had no reply for the strong earthquake; the power of the Triune God silenced their efforts to bring people to 
continue to fear their evil spirits.  Their ‘religion’ could only bring additional fear, pain and suffering and could not bring any comfort 
for the vodou followers; all the priests could do was to watch as their followers limped through this tragedy.  Our Triune God has 
done so much for His children as they grieve, give thanks, survive and as they rebuild. 

There are clear differences between Christianity and vodou; we clearly see and understand that we need a Savior and the vodou 
followers always need another daily ‘miracle’ from the vodou priest; for a price.  We need a Savior who will rescue us from our 
pains and problems; who will forgive us for our sins.  In the Person of Jesus, our loving Father has given us such a Savior.  In Jesus 
we have forgiveness of our sins and the promise that there is a world where there are no tragedies like Haiti has seen; we have a 
mansion prepared for us in Heaven.  This message is being taught to the children attending Christian schools in Haiti.  Your prayers 
and generous donations to Trinity HOPE are helping these children to take the message to the lost throughout the neighborhoods 
in Haiti. 

Let it be our prayer that the people of Haiti may be brought to this Savior who can help them in this life and bring them to the next; 
you know the place where there is no darkness and no tears. 
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The Link 
Update from the Women of First Lutheran Church 

Jesus is My Valentine 

Jesus is my Valentine; 
I talk to Him each day. 

He never, never leaves me; 
and always listens when I pray. 

Yes He is my Valentine; 
there is no love like His. 

He is the heart of all that is; 
for Him I breathe and live. 

He's a Valentine that never lies; 
never hurts or breaks. 

He always has forgiven me; 
for all my past mistakes. 

If you only knew my Valentine; 
You would love Him too. 

For His love is always perfect; 
His love is always true. 

So if your heart is longing; 
for a love that never ends. 

for someone that is faithful; 
you know you can depend. 

call upon my Valentine; 
He'll wash away your sin. 
He will be your Valentine; 

and your dearest, dearest friend. 

~ Susan Y Nikitenko ~ 

Upcoming WFLC Dates to Remember: 

Sunday, February 9—Valentine’s for Veterans are Due 

Wednesday, February 12, 9:30 AM—Co-Council Meeting 

Friday, March 6—World Day of Prayer hosted by FLC 

World Day of Prayer promotes justice and equality for women through prayer, partnerships, service, 
and celebration.  This event has been occurring since 1927 in more than 170 countries and regions.  
Each World Day of prayer worship service has a special theme and is prepared by a specific coun-
try—this year it is Zimbabwe.  First Lutheran Church is hosting the community service this year on 
Friday, March 5th, at 12 noon with a light lunch to follow.  Please come and invite your friends. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
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FLC Happenings 

Valentines for Vets - Share God’s love with those who have served! Men, women and children 
of all ages are invited to make or purchase Valentine Day cards to be sent to veterans at the 
VA home in Fergus Falls. Please drop your cards off in the collection box on counter in the 
church office by February 9th.  

Fat Tuesday Celebration - You're invited to a Fat Tuesday Celebration on Tuesday, February 25 
at 6:00 PM in the Dining Room. Please bring a dish to share. Fat Tuesday is the day before Ash 
Wednesday. It is also known as Mardi Gras Day or Shrove Day. It is a day when people eat all 
they want of everything and anything they want as the following day is Ash Wednesday, the 
beginning of a long fasting season of Lent. 

Your Travel Guide to Visit Jesus' Kingdom - Join us for an unforgettable, life-changing, month-long tour to a 
place unlike anywhere you've been - the Kingdom of God. The four-week tour begins at the home of Jonna & 
Gary Goreham from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM on Tuesday evenings in March. For more information or to sign up, 
check in the FLC office. This event is limited to 10 people.  

Hands Only CPR: two steps to save a life. February 2nd at 9:35 in the Library. Learn how to do 
hands only CPR and how to use the AED. This class is for all ages and is not a certification class. AN-
YONE can save a life! Come and learn how!  

Calling all Children & Youth!  We are excited to announce a special worship service JUST FOR YOU!  It will be 
held on Wednesday, February 12 at 6:00 PM.  This service will be geared towards the children and youth of 
our congregation.  ALL ARE WELCOME! Please come and invite your friends! 

Visitation Ministry Team Meeting February 9th, 2020, 9:35 AM in the Library. If you are a current member of 
the visitation team or would like to join please come to this meeting. We will discuss how things are going in 
your ministry and offer some education. All members will be receiving a gift at this meeting as a thank you 
for all you do. Please come!  

Youth Led Worship Services will be held on Wednesday, February 5 and Sunday, February 9!  The youth are 
so excited to share the word of God with you.  Please come support them at one of these services! 

Giving Hearts Day is on February 13th!  We are hoping to support Churches United for the 
Homeless! All funds donated will be matched by Dakota Medical Foundation.  Donations can 
be dropped off in the church office.  Please make checks out to FLC with “Churches United” in 
the memo line.   If you would like to donate online, please go to firstlutheranchurch.com and 
click on the ‘Give’ tab.  Be sure to mark Churches United in the ‘fund’ drop down menu.   

Noisy Offering will be collected on Sunday, February 2 and Sunday, February 9.  All donations will go 
to Churches United.  Please plan to bring your loose change to donate!  

New Web Streaming Equipment!  We recently upgraded our web streaming equipment, which 
has greatly improved the quality of the videos.  If you haven’t checked out the webcasts recent-
ly, please do!  We hope this makes it easier for those who can’t make it to church to enjoy our 
services from the comfort of their homes.    

FLC is looking for someone to join Patti Cummins in being the co-representative for our Churches United for 
the Homeless Membership.  Please contact the church office for more information. 
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ANNUAL  

Sunday, April 26, 2020 
10:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

Adults: $12 

Ages 5-12: $5 

Ages 4 & Under:  FREE 

All proceeds benefit First Lutheran Church
kitchen/dining room renovations 

Menu: 

Potato Dumplings or Baked Potato  

Ham  Coleslaw  Bread  Dessert 

 

 

 
of Detroit Lakes,  
invites you to the 

MEALS TO GO AVAILABLE!   
$12 EACH! 
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‘Action Corp’ Monthly Hospitality Teams 

Action Corps serves the Coffee Fellowship time on Sunday mornings, provides desserts for funerals and serves other 
congregational events.  

The month you are on Action Corps, you will be called by your Action Corps leader to see when and how you would like to 
participate. For Sunday mornings: You can serve (set-up, serving and/or clean up).   You can donate food items or you can 
donate money to purchase food items.  You will only be called as the need arises for funerals & other events.  

We accomplish big things when everybody does a little bit! Thank You!! 

Each family/person has a 3-month quarter in which they will be called upon for serving. If you are on the list for December or 
January you will rotate each year between December, January and February. If you know which Sunday you would prefer to 
help serve during Sunday Coffee Fellowship time, please contact your leader and let them know! Call the office, 847-5656, if 
you would like to change the season in which you serve. 

March Leader: NEEDED!  

Sara & Jared Aelony 
Andrew & Meagan Barker 
Claire Beardsley 
Dean & Susan Berg 
Alan & Brenda Bergum 
Mitchell & Jaquelyn Buboltz 
Brian & Jessica Burhans 
Christopher Dahlsad 
Johnathen Dahlsad & Melissa Stalberger 
Virginia Earley 
Brad & Erin Erickson 
Daniel & Angela Erickson 
Troy & Skye Fingalson 
Stephen & Jennifer Frank 

Raymond & Louise Heino 
John & Judith Hoeglund 
Lynn & Beverly Hummel 
Anne Jorgenson 
Terry & Sandra Kemmer 
Lester Kertscher 
Corrine Leu 
Jared & Jessi Lotzer 
Jeremiah & Kelsey McBroom 
Sylvia McCurdy 
Daniel McDougall Jr. & Erica 
McDougall 
Jeff & Collette Murphy 
Jaime Omberg 

Stanley & Jodi Ouren 
Gene & Margaret Prechel 
Bob & Patricia  Rheault 
Arlene Rishovd 
Lynnae Salveson 
Darcy & Jennifer Savig 
David & Janine Schneider 
Sandra Smith 
Shanda Smith 
Adam Steward & Melissa Halverson 
Steven & Emma Swenson 
Anthony & Melissa Varno 
Paul & Lisa Weber 
Sharon Wesbrook 
Ryan & Cheryl Weum 

John & Kim Green 
Ben & Jodi Greisen 
James & Sandra Hedstrom 
Steven & Elizabeth Hedstrom 
Katrina Heyer 
John & Lori Hinrichs 
Timothy Hunnel 
Gladys Johnson 
Larry & Kimberly Kjono 
Robert & Jill Larson 
David & Kathryn Larson 
Esther Lindgren 
LaVon Loerzel 
Christopher & Miranda Mahlum 

Jessica Moench 
David & Melissa Opsahl 
Jeremy & Jessica Peterson 
Judith Peterson 
Bonnie Price 
Steven & Courtney Schantzen 
Diane Schjervheim 
Vonnie Stenger 
Josh & Sarah Tommerdahl 
Christopher & DeAnne Udby 
Brian & Coleen Voeltz 
Steve & Amy Zamzo 
Ryan & Carolyn Zunich 

Trent Bartells 
Wayne & Jean Benson 
James & Cynthia Bruflodt 
James & Catherine Buchholz 
Charlie Cooper 
Ronnie Dahlsad 
Jeffrey Ehnert & Jessica Leu 
Michael & Dianne Fillmore 
Eugene & Eloyce Gaffney 
Dan & Irene Hagen 
James & LeeAnn Hagle 
Howard & Carla Hansen 
Lynne Hanson 
Bruce & Jean Hein 

February  Leader: Sandi & Terry Kemmer  
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February 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    30 

 
 12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 

31 
 
 12:00p  AA (Library) 
 12:00p  Prayer Time, Chapel 
   4:30p Tae Kwon Do (Rec Room) 

1 

2 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 
   8:30a  Traditional worship 
   9:30a  Fellowship 
   9:30a  Faith Formation Hour 
   9:30a  Adult Frm: CPR Training 
 10:45a  Contemporary worship 
 12:00p  Lakes Area Chorale Prac 

3 
 

 8:30a  Helping Hands (Hol Inn) 
 5:00p  Al Anon (Library) 
 5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

4 

   8:30a  Quilting, Rec Rm 
   9:00a  AA (Library) 
   9:00a  Office Staff Meeting 
   9:30a  Rebekah Crc, Ecumen 
 10:30a  Comm Svc, Oak Cross. 
 12:00p  OA Serenity Group (Lib) 
 12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 
   2:00p  Rachel Circle, Lounge    
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg 
   5:30p  Tae Kwon Do (Rec Rm) 
   7:00p  Personnel Committee Mtg
   7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

5 
 

Wednesday Schedule 

   Youth Led Worship Service 

   6:30a  Men's "Daybreak" 

   7:00a  Women’s Bible Stdy 
 10:00a  LSS Respite Care 
   5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
   5:15p  Oasis Meal 
   6:00p  Worship 
   6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Practice 
   6:45p  Faith Formation Hour 
   7:15p  Jubilate Choir Practice 

6 
 
10:30a  Knit & Crochet Club 
12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 
  1:30p  Ruth Crc, Din Rm 
  6:30p  Call Comm Mtg, Library 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 12:00p  AA (Library) 
 12:00p  Prayer Time, Chapel 
   4:30p  Tae Kwon Do (Rec Rm) 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

Sunday Schedule 

Youth Led Worship 

   8:30a  Traditional worship 

   9:30a  Fellowship 
   9:35a  Faith Formation 
   9:36a  Visitation Tm Mtg 
 10:45a  Contemporary worship 
 12:00p  Lakes Area Chorale Prac 

10 
 
 

 8:30a  Helping Hands (Hol Inn) 
 5:00p  Al Anon (Library) 
 5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

11 
 
 
   8:30a  Quilting, Rec Rm  
   9:00a  AA (Library) 
   9:00a  Office Staff Meeting 
 12:00p  OA Serenity Group (Lib) 
 12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, CR 
   5:30p  Tae Kwon Do (Rec Rm) 
   7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

12 

   Wednesday Schedule 

   Children & Youth Worship 

   6:30a  Men's "Daybreak" 

   7:00a  Women’s Bible Stdy 
 11:00a  Comm Svc, Winchester 
   1:30p  Comm Svc, Linc Park 
   5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
   5:15p  Oasis Meal 
   6:00p  Worship 
   6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Practice 
   6:45p  Faith Formation Hour 
   7:15p  Jubilate Choir Practice 

13 

 
12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 
  6:30p  Calll Comm Mtg, Libr 

14 
 
 12:00p  AA (Library) 
 12:00p  Prayer Time, Chapel 
   4:30p Tae Kwon Do (Rec Room) 

15 
 
  

16 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion 

Blood Pressure Checks 

   8:30a  Traditional worship 

   9:30a  Fellowship 
   9:30a  Adult Frm: Creation Care 
   9:30a  Faith Formation Hour 
 10:45a  Contemporary worship 
 12:00p  Lakes Area Chorale Prac 

17 

 
 8:30a  Helping Hands (Hol Inn) 
 5:00p  Al Anon (Library) 
 5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

18 
 
 
   8:30a  Quilting, Rec Rm  
   9:00a  AA (Library) 
   9:00a  Office Staff Meeting 
 12:00p  OA Serenity Group (Lib) 
 12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, CR 
   5:30p  Tae Kwon Do (Rec Rm) 
   7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

 
 

19 
 

   Wednesday Schedule 

   6:30a  Men's "Daybreak" 
   7:00a  Women’s Bible Stdy 
 10:00a  LSS Respite Care 
 10:00a  Comm Svc, Ecume 
   5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
   5:15p  Oasis Meal 
   6:00p  Worship 
   6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Practice 
   6:45p  Faith Formation Hour 
   7:15p  Jubilate Choir Practice 
 
   

20 
 
 9:30a  Comm Svc, Park Mnr 
 9:30a  Linc Park Bible Study 
10:15a  Comm Svc, Marigold 
10:30a  Knit & Crochet Club 
12:15a  Exec Counc, Labarista  
12:30p  Tai Ji Quan 
  6:30p  Call Comm Mtg, Library    
 

 
 
 

21 
 
 
 12:00p  AA (Library) 
 12:00p  Prayer Time, Chapel 
   4:30p Tae Kwon Do (Rec Room) 

22 
 
 

23 
 

Sunday Schedule 

Healing Service 
 

   8:30a  Traditional worship 
   9:30a  Fellowship 
   9:35a  Faith Formation Hour 
 10:45a  Contemporary worship 
 12:00p  Lakes Area Chorale Prac 

 
 

24 
 

 8:30a  Helping Hands (Hol Inn) 
 5:00p  Al Anon (Library) 
 5:30p  Tae Kwon Do, Rec Rm 

25 
 

   8:30a  Quilting, Rec Rm  
   9:00a  AA (Library) 
   9:00a  Office Staff Meeting 
 12:00p  OA Serenity Group (Lib) 
   5:00p  Crisis Center Mtg, CR 
   5:30p  Tae Kwon Do (Rec Rm) 
   5:30p  Vision Council 
   6:00p  Fat Tuesday Celebration 
   7:30p  Young Men’s Bible Study 

26 

   Wednesday Schedule 

   Ash Wednesday 

   6:30a  Men's "Daybreak" 

   7:00a  Women’s Bible Stdy 
  12:00p  Ash Wednes Worship 
   2:30p  Comm Svc, Golden Mnr    
   5:00p  Worship Team Reh 
   5:15p  Oasis Meal 
   6:00p  Worship 
   6:15p  Alleluia Ringers Practice 
   6:45p  Faith Formation Hour 
   7:15p  Jubilate Choir Practice 

27 
 
 6:30p  Call Committee Mtg 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

28 
 
 12:00p  AA (Library) 
 12:00p  Prayer Time, Chapel 
   4:30p Tae Kwon Do (Rec Room) 

29 
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 First Lutheran Church acknowledges with 
grateful appreciation these memorials which 

have been received this past month. 

CHRISTMAS FUND 

In Memory of: Kyle Satrom 
Given by:  Donn & Linda Satrom 

FOUNDATION FUND 

In Memory of: Lois Wisted 
Given by:  Rolland Kjos 
  Lynn & Bev Hummel 

JUBILATE CHOIR FUND 

In Memory of: Lois Wisted 
Given by:  Del & Garnet Hultgren 
  Cliff & Karen Bimberg 
  Delroy & Liz Mathison 
  A or S E Fanucci 
  Henry & Betty Fischer 
  Family & Friends 

KITCHEN REMODELING FUND 

In Memory of: Jim Bergren 
Given by: Carol & Dave Moe 
  Phyllis Green 
  Friends & Family 

In Memory of: Lois Wisted 
Given by: Jon & Ardys Horner 
  Edna Mae Pearson 
  Ruth Olson 
  Pat Magnusson 
  T.P. & C.A. Bergien 
  Carol & Kenneth Olson 
  Wayne & Jean Benson 
  Family & Friends 
  Arlene Olson 
  Sharon Wesbrook 

In Memory of: Marjorie Limesand 
Given by: Les & Glennette Olson 

QUILTERS FUND 

In Memory of: Lois Wisted 
Given by:  Mary Nordmark 
  Madalyn Sukke 
  Tallack & Janice Johnson 
   Karen Evans 
  Henrietta Malchow 
  Sandy Wilprecht 
  Jen & Vic Rolle 
  Ardis Hegna 

RADIO FUND 
In Honor of: The Shut-ins 

Given by:  Fern Brown 

In Memory of: Lois Wisted 
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 
  Elyda Handegard 
  Ruth Tovson 
  Marlys Douglas 
  Ken & Marlys Christianson 
  Rodger & Marilyn Tinjum 
  Gerald & Ruth Price 
  Dean & Sue Berg 

In Memory of: Jim Bergren 
Given by:  Cliff & Jan Adkins 
  Rodger & Marilyn Tinjum 

In Memory of: Ella Hagen 
Given by:  Jim & Catherine Buchholz 

In Memory of: Leroy & Mickey Berg 
Given by:  Diane & Jim McCormack 

In Memory of: Lyle C. Johnston 
Given by:  Diane & Jim McCormack 

SOUND & TECH FUND 
In Memory of: Jim Bergren 

Given by:  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 
  Cliff & Karen Bimberg 
  Friends & Family 

In Memory of: Lois Wisted 
Given by:  Don & Norma Smith 

   Dave & Beverly Melgaard 
  Adrienne & Larry Buboltz 

UNSPECIFIED FUND 
In Memory of: Virginia Anderson 

Given by:  Arlene Rishovd 

In Memory of: Glady Brown 
Given by:  Arlene Rishovd 

In Memory of: Harry Rishovd 
Given by:  Arlene Rishovd 

In Memory of: Larry Rishovd 
Given by:  Arlene Rishovd 

In Memory of: Lois Wisted 
Given by:  Gene & Eloyce Gaffney 

YOUTH FUND 
In Memory of: Jim Bergren 

Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

In Memory of: Ella Hagen 
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 

In Honor of: Jennifer Frank 
Given by:  Dean & Sue Berg 
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Congregational Staff 

Interim Senior Pastor: 
Pastor Gary Erdmann pastorgary@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Interim Associate Pastor: 
Pastor Lauryl Ivers pastorlauryl@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Children’s Ministry Director: 
Emma Duncan emma@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Director of Youth Ministry: 
Maddie Hanson maddie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

KidsFirst Preschool Director: 
Diane Ullyott diane@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Business Manager: 
Susie Reitmeier susie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Support Ministries: 
Mackenzie Hamm mackenzie@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Office Administrator, Communications: 
Melissa Christianson melissa@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Information Technology/Media: 
Cory Oswald cory@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Parish Nurse:  
Denise Gaard denise@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Worship Music Coordinator:  
Karen Bimberg karen@firstlutheranchurch.com 

Adult Choir Director:  
Kathy Larson klarson@detlakes.k12.mn.us 

Bell Choir Director:  
Carla Hansen Hansencarla62@gmail.com 

Missionary Pastor: Rev. Chandran Paul Martin 

Worship is broadcast on KDLM-1340 AM and on  
93.1 FM Radio each  

Sunday Morning at 10:00 AM. 
 

Worship is also webcasted on the church website 
www.firstlutheranchurch.com. 

 
Worship is also broadcast on T.V. on Saturdays at 9:00 AM  

on Arvig Cable channel 14. 

The First Messenger 

First Lutheran Church 
912 Lake Avenue 

Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 
Volume 29  Issue 1 

Non-Profit Organization 

The First Messenger is published 
monthly and mailed to the members 
and friends of First Lutheran Church.  
The purpose of this publication is to 
inform the congregation of church   

activities and upcoming events.         
Articles for publication are to be      

submitted to the church office by the 
20th of each month. 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  8:30 - 4:00 
Office Phone:  847-5656 

Fax Phone:  847-7009 
flc@firstlutheranchurch.com 

www.firstlutheranchurch.com 

Vision Council 

President:  Cindy Bruflodt 
President-Elect: Jackie Buboltz 

Secretary:  Catie Herman 
Treasurer:  Shelley Weets 

Chris Malecka, LeAnn Mouw,        
Nathan Olson, Nathan Mork,  

Ted Cihak, Kari Borgmann 

 
Foundation Board 

President:  Tim Sundby 
Vice President:  Kevin Shipley 

Secretary:  Susan Busker 
Treasurer: Susan Schaffer  

Dan Berg, Jim Buchholz,  
Mason Pender, Adrienne Buboltz,  

& Steve Glunberg 


